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TO THE READER. 

THROUGH the good hand of God upon me I have at length 
compleated this poem, which I beg leave to prefent to you. 
I firft began to plan it out and write it on the 26th of February 
1787, the day after I had preached afermon from Zech. xiv. o. I 
found my heart fo warmed with the glorious fubject, the kingdom 
of Chrift, on which I had been preaching, that I found an incli- 
nation to write upon it; and I immediately took up my pen, and 
wrote the plan of this poem as it now Hands. I had finifned three 
books, and written a confiderable part of the fourth, when we 
came to England September 21, 1787. 

About the beginning of the year 1788, 1 read the four firft books 
to a few friends in the Chapel, Chapel-court, Borough, and I re- 
turn my finecre and hearty thanks to thofe who attended the read- 
ing, for the fupport and encouragement which they gave me on 
that occafion. About this time I planned out my Ltctures on the 
Prophecies, which I began to deliver the beginning of February 
1788 in the fame place. Since which they have been delivered a 
fecdnd time, and published in four volumes octavo. 

When I firft began this poem, I was ready to imagine it to be 
the labour of fome years ; but experience corrects our miftakes. • 
I am "now convinced that the whole of it might have been eafily 
written in much lefs than a quarter of one year ; and as a proof of 
what I fay, I can aflure the Reader, that the whole of the ninth book 
was written in the leifure flours of fix days, between Monday mor- 
ning and Saturday evening, in one week laft winter. I have how- 
ever great reafon to blefs God, that in the midft of many labours 
and infirmities, and after many delays, he has enabled me to finifh 
it; and hath preferved my life to fee it publiflied. I return my 
thanks to the fubferibers who have encouraged this publication, 
and by whofe favour it n6w fees the light. 1 trull in their friend- 
ihip and candour to excufe any defects they may .fee in the execu- 
cution, as I have never copied it off from tbe firft draught, and 
have made but a very^ few alterations fince it was firft written. 
♦Neither has it had the friendly afliftance of any other hand ; fo 
that I only am anfwerable for all its faults. The fubject is indeed 
the grandeft and moft extenfive that can be imagined ; and the de- 
light I have had in die labour has been great : but I muft confefs 
the execution is far beneatji the {iefign. But fuch as it is, with all 
its defects, I venture it into the world, and commit it to the bleffing 
. and protection of Providence, the candour of my friends, and* the 
generofity of the Public, and fubferibe myfelf, a well wither to all 
the human race. 

ELr^ANAN WINCHESTER, . 
Jfondon* January i% 9 IJ$3 X 
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THE PROCESS 

AND 

EMPIRE OF CHRIST, 

AM 

HEROIC POEM. 



BOOK I. 

Containing the Plan of the whole; and the Hiftory of his 
Birth , Baptifm, Fajiing> and Temptations ; with fome 
Account of bis Doftrine and Miracles. Comprehend* 
ing the Time from his Birth till the clofe of his Minify 
try. 

WHILE others fing the Monarchs of the globej 
Their feats in war, their courage, ftrength, 
and {kill, 
I fing the rifing Empire of my Lord, 
The Kingdom of the Babe in Bethlehem born : 
Whofe birth was fung by angels, and foretold jj 
By prophets, who partook of heav'nly fire. 
Tremendous theme indeed ! auguft ! immenfe ! 
But God can teach the humbleft -mind xti fbar ; 
Can fend profperity to one like me, 
UnfkilPd in epic mufe, and teach my pen to 

To paint Meffiah's triumphs o'er his foes $ 

B The 



2 THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRIST. [Book I, 

The glories of his peaceful reign defcribe. 
Can lead my thoughts his Procefs to purfue, 
From heavVs bright court down to this lower World, 
And through the various labours of his life, 15 

And the dire fcene of fufTrings which he bore, 
The fcriptures to fulfil, and men to fave : 
Then to thy gloomy regions, tyrant death, 
And through the gates and bars of helPs domain, 
To preach the gofpel to the pris'ners there, . 20 
Taking the mighty^s captives for his fpoil : 
Thus fpoiling principalities and pow'rs. 
Then crown'd with wreaths of vi&'ry fairly wpn, 
Immortal garland ; laurels richly earn'd ! 
He rofe triumphant over death and hell, 15 

And lives forever, holds the keys of both : 
And was declared the Son of God with pow'r. 
From earth he did afcend to higheft heav'ns, 
Having defcended firft to worlds beneath. 
EnthronM above he fits at God's right hand, 3d 

And makes perpetual interceffion there, 
Till that great day, long waited for, (hall come, 
When he with glory crown'd, and cloath'd with zeal, . 
Shall to the earth defcend, deftroy his foes. 
Then Jacob's tribes returned to their land, 35 

Shall own him Lord, and King on David's throne. 
Then Satan bound, in the abyfs confin'd, 
Shall vex the faints no more, no more deceive 
The nations of the earth, until fulfill'd 
Shall be the period of a thoufand years. 40 

Then 
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Then the fev'nth angel (hall his trumpet found, 
And ev'ry kingdom (hall become the Lord's : 
The nations that refufe.fhall bedeftroy'd. 
Jefus (hall judge all people, and (hall rule 
All nations by the laws of righteoufnefs J 45 

Shall take the curfe from earth, «and blefs mankind 
With greater bleflings than their father loft. 
That age (furpaffingfar the golden age 
Which ancient poets feign'd in days oCyore) 
Approaches faft, and (hall ere long arrive, 50 

When the Meffiah, for a thoufand years, 
Shall wield in peace the fceptre of the world ; 
And his beloved faints with him (hall reign, 
Upon his throne, as royal priefts and kings. 
'Throughout thofe halcyon days no wars (hall rife, 55 
No earthquakes roar, nor famine, plague, or dorm 
Shall defolate the earth; no child (hall die 
In the firft ftage of life. AH deadly hate 
. Shall ceafe among the globe's inhabitants : 
Man fhall not vex his neighbour, nor the beads 60 
Make war upon each other, lefs on man : 
All (hall be love, and peace, and harmony ; 
Man to longevity again reftor'd, 
Shall fee his feed for ages unimpair'd ; 
And (hall enjoy the labour of his hands : 6$ 

And all (hall know and worfhip God the LORD. 
But farther : God can fo direft my mind, 
That I (hall fing, what never poet fang ; 
The prince of darknefs loos'd, once more fetfree 

B 2 A little 



V 
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A little feafon to deceive mankind.*- - yo % 

O dreadful change ! but in. the wond'rous plait 

Of our Creator, infinitely wife, 

Its ufemoft evidently will appear. 

Behold, the foe of God and man comes forth. 

And leaves his dreary prifon for a time ; 75 

That pit where full a thoufand painful years 

He (pent, yet unreform'd, ftill full of rage : 

More fierce than ever, he comes forth to war 

Againft the Prince of Peace ; who gives him leave 

To gather all his hoft, where ever found, 80 

The Gog and Magog to the dreadful fight ; 

Where, once for all, it fhall determin'd be 

(And that by force of arms and conqueft fure) 

To whom the kingdom doth of right belong. 

Then Satan with his mighty hoft o'erthrown, 85 

And juftly fentenc'd to the burning lake, 

The laft refort of evil, woe and pain ; 

Shall never hope to gain the vidt'ry more. 

From that amazing fcene* I'll pafs to tell 
Thofe greater themes, unfung in epic ftrains, 90 
The renovation of the heav'n and earth, 
After the conflagration of the world* 
And the laft judgment pafs'd on finful men. 
The globe how chang'd ! the feaexifts no more I 
In earth renew'd pure righteoufnefe fhall' dwell ; 95 
The King of righteoufnefs, with all his faints. 
Theheav'nly city (hall defcendfrom God, 

Built, 
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Built, and adorn'd, by his almighty hand ; 
A cube ; in length and breadth and height the fame; 
Twelve thoufand furlongs ; fifteen hundred miles: ioo 
Sufficient to contain die human race ; 
And yet, if pofiible, n&ore rich than great- 
Its wall, is jafpef," and its floor is gold ; 
Its gates, fo wide and high, are fev'ral pear.s ; 
Its grand foundations' are of precious ftones. 105 
God and the Lamb its glory, temple, light. 
The city fhines with pure celeftial rays ; 
As jafper precious, and as cryftal clear : 
The naticjns of the fav'd fhall walk therein. 
Then will I fing, if God fhall give me leave, ho 
Thofe glorious periods, far remote fittm view; 
Thofe ages of the. Mediator's reign, 
Which fhall not end till all tlungs are fubdu'd, 
Redeem'd, reheaded; reconcil'd, reftor'd ; 
And not, one enemy to God is found . 115 

Through all the regions of the univerfe : 
For ev'ry knee (hall bow, and tongue (hall fwear. 
Sin, forrow, pain and death (hall be deftroy'd ; 
And ev'ry creature through God's wide domain, 
Shall own the glorious Jesus, Lord and King. 120 
Then Chrift, as Mediator, will refign 
The kingdom up; and God be all in all.. 
As God* hii kingdom cannot have an end, 
But myft endure to all eternity ; 
Yet when his vaft defigns are all fulfill'd, 1 25 

For which he afts the Mediator's part, 
\ B 3 And 
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Behold, the foe of God and man comes forth, 

And leaves his dreary prifon for a time ; 75 

That pit where full a thoufand painful years 
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The Gog and Magog to the dreadful fight ; 

Where, once for all, it fhall determin'd be 

(And that by force of arms and conqueft fure) 

To whom the kingdom doth of right belong. 

Then Satan with his mighty hoft o'erthrown, 85 

And juftly fentenc'd to the burning lake, 

The laft refort of evil, woe and pain ; 

Shall never hope to gain the vidt'ry more. 
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Built, and adored, by his almighty hand ; 
A cube -, in length and breadth and height the fame ; 
Twelve thoufand furlongs ; fifteen hundred miles: ioo 
Sufficient to contaifi the human race ; 
And yet, $f pofiible, more rich thai) great- 
Its wall, is ja(pef,' and its floor is gold j 
Its gates, fo wide and high, are fev'ral pear.s ; 
Its grand foundations* are of precious ftones. 105 
God and the Lamb its glory, temple, light, 
The city (hines with pure celeftial rays ; 
As jafper precious, and as cryftal clear : 
The nations of the (av'd fhall walk therein. 
Then will I (ing, if God fhall give me leave, jio 
Thofe glorious periods, far remote from view ; 
Thofe ages of the. Mediator's reign, 
Which fhall not end till all things are fubdu'd, 
Redeem'd, reheadcdj reconcil'd, reftor'd ; 
And not, one enemy to God is found . 115 

Through all the regions of the univerfe : 
For ev'ry knee (hall bow, and tongue (hall fwear. 
Sin, forrow, pain and death (hall be deftroy'd ; 
And ev'ry creature through God's wide domain, 
Shall own the glorious Jesus, Lord and King. 120 
Then Chrift, as Mediator, will refign 
The kingdom up; and God be all in all.„ 
As Godj his kingdom cannot have an end, 
But myft endure to all eternity 5 
Yet when his vaft defigns are all ful&ll'd, 125 

For which he afts the Mediator's part, 

B 3 And 



6 THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRIST. [Book I. 

And when rebellion (hall no more exift, 
That chara&er no lbngef he'll fuftaift. 

Thefe are the grandeft fcenes that can be fung $ 
But O what mortal dares attempt the tafk ? 130 

Shall I, who never gained Partvtflian heights, 
Nor bath 'd in Helicon's harmonious fpring, 
On whom the ftars propitious never fmil'd, 
And whom the mufes never deign'd to blefs 
With their poetic fire — (hall I attempt 135 

A theme fo lofty, and a fong fo grand ? 
But- help me, God of nature, God of grace, 
Or here I flop ; and can no farther go. 
The pow'r is thine, and if thou wilt employ 
My weak unlettered pen, N and grant fuccefs 140 

To my endeavours, ^nd enable me 
To write in fuch a manner as may pleafe 
Not men alone ; but thee, the judge of all; 
Then this produ&ion, howfoever weak, 
Shall (land a witnefs of thy love to man, 145 

And of my love to thee, my Saviour dear, 
Be this my happinefs, infpir'd by thee, 
Thy Procefs, and thy glorious Reign to (ing. 
My truft is in thy name, .thy Spirit's aid 
Is all I a(k, thefe wonders to unfold. i^q 

Firft we begin with our Immanuei's birth 5 
^The Son of God comes down to dwell with menj 
He, by whofe poiy'rfal hfcnds all worlds were made, 

An4 
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Book I,] HIS BIRTH AND LIFE. 7 

And all fupported by his mighty word ; 

He laid his glory and his riches by, 155 

And left the lofty heav'ns of his abode : 

And taking flefti, became a tenant here. 

This myftery fo great demands our fong. 

Ye angels, principalities and pow'rs, 
Say, how ye wonder'd when ye faw him born, 160 
A helplefs babe ! fruit of the virgin's womb ! 
And fruit of ancient promife, long foretold ! 
Seed of the woman ! born to bruife the head 
Of him, who ruin'd all the human race. 
The virgin's child, Immanuel, God with us, 165 
Born in a ftable, in a manger laid, 
Our flefh afliiming in its meaneft ftate 
Of fcorned poverty, and fervitude. 

But oh ! the tidings to the fliepherds told, 'y 

Who watch'd their flocks by night on Bethlehem's 
plains, 1 70 

Is worthy of remembrance evermore ! 
Fear not, O fliepherds, joyful news I bring ; 
Glad tidings of great joy, to all mankind; 
To you is born, this day, in David's town, 
A Saviour, Chrift, both David's Son and Lord ! 17^ 
Go to the liable, there this infant view ; 
Adore your God, though in a manger laid, 
And meanly wrapp'd in coarfeft fwaddling clothes. 
Scarce had the angel told die joyful news, 

JJ4 ' (SurrQundecl 



8 THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRIST. .[.IJookT. 

(Surrounded yfith the glory of the Lord) • i 8q 

Than ftfddenly appeared a radiant band, 
Composed of : Heav'ns Celeftial chorifters, 
Who praife the great JEHOVAH night and day, 
And loiid refponfiye found his awful name. 
Thefe, all inflam'd with pure feraphic fire, 185 

Broke forth in raptures, thus expreffing praife : 
GLORY; TO GOD, in higheft drains be paid, 
PEACE BE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL FROM 

HEAVEN TO MEN. 
The fliepherds heard, andrWond'ringxame, to pay 
Their homage at the Royal Sttanger's; feet. • . 190 
They faw the Mother, .with the heav'nly Babe, 
The Lord of Angels, irt a woman's arms... 
Hail, highly fa^ou^'d ■ .Virgin-mother, hail! 
O happy thou, to bear.the promis'd feed ! 
Thy name, O Woman, through long ages curs'd 195 
And oft derided as the fource.of ill, 
Shall iiow be blefs'd a thodand ages hence, 
Siqce Prince IMMANUEL was of woman made. 
Oh, how is hurijan nature magnify'd 
By this ftupendousa&ofboundlefslove! . 200 

This theme might long employ the nobleft mufe, 
But I muft haften ; muth remains to imgw i 
When- eight days were accomplifli'd, Jefus v felt 
The circumcifing knife, and fhed his blood. 
' Soon he began to fuffer in the flefli ! 205 

How dear it coft him to redeem mankind ! 
His name was called JESUS; glorious name! 

' • . " Above 
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Above all names (hall this diftinguifli'd ftand t 

And ev'ry knee (hall bow therein at laft. 

The word a Mighty SAVIOUR (ignifie* ; 210 

And he (hall feve his people from their (ins; 

So Gabriel fpake ; and Jefus (hall fulfil, 

By price and pow'r ; he's mighty to perform. 

When forty days had pafs'd, a moving fcene 

Took place within the Temple's (acred walls j 215 

Which, ere I farther pafs, I mud relate. 

Jefus was carry'd in his mother's arms, 

To be prefented to the Lord of Hofts> 

According to the Law byMofes giv'n, 

That ev'ry firft-born male (hould be devote 220 

As holy to the Lord j. to offer there 

Two turtle doves, or harmlefs pigeons young 5 

For (he was poor, arid could not bring a laipb. 

iLong had Old Simeon, juft, devout, and good, 

Been waiting for this day, with longing heart : 225 

For by the Holy Ghoftit was revealed, 

That Death (hould never clofe his longing eyes, 

Until he fhould behold the Chrift of God. 

Methinki'I fee the aged, pious man, 

Takein-hi* wither'd arms, the heav'nly Babe, 230 

While tears of joy run down his furrow *d cheeks.* 

Come, hear his dying fong, and learn to feel 

The rapt'rous language of his heart and lips* 

Lord, now thy word's fulfilled, let me depart ; 

I gQ in peace ; my foul is fatisfy'd : 235 

|Jecaufe mine eyes have thy falvation feen, 

Which 
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Which thou before all people haft prepared j . 
To be a light to Gentiles blinded long, 
And glory to thy fervant IfraePs race. 
O grant, dear Saviour, that our longing eyes 240 
M^y fee thee come to reign, before we fleep : 
But if our flefti muft drop into the duft, 
Before our Jefus (hall return to reign ; 
One favour, Lord, mpft earneftly we beg : 
In this, we muft not— cannot be deny'd ; 245 

O never let ovjr eyss be clos'd in death, 
'Till we are made acquainted with our God, 
And have, by faith, beheld the bleeding Lamb, 
And are, by grace, deliver'd from our fins. 
Like Simeon, may our fouls depart in peace !— * 250 
Juft as the good old man had clos'd his fong, 
An aged widow came that inftant in ; 
Full fourfcore years and four (he had remain'd 
Within the facred place ; had ferv'd the Lord 
With fallings, and with pray'rs, both night and day; 
And waited long the Saviour to behold, 
Whom now (he faw, and greatly did rejoice j 
Gave public thanks, and fpake of him to all 
Who look'd and waited for redemption there. 
Ycholy widows, who are waiting now 260 

For Jefu's fecond coming, view him near ! 
Behold, the (igns and tokens plainly (hew 
The great expe&ed day is at the door. 
Prepare to meet your God ; prepare, prepare. 
This generation (ball not pafs, perhaps, *6j 

Until 



Book L] HIS BIRTH AND LIFE. 1| 

Until that grand event fhairbe fulfill'd, 

Of which I have proposed, ere long, to fing, 

Unlefs the icy hand of Death prevent. 

Fain would I live to fee my Saviour come ; 

But, not my will be done, but thine, O Lord. a 70 

The infancy of Him now let us trace, 

The Sinner's Friend, and Saviour of mankind ! 

Wheirone full year was paft, from JESU's birth, 

Before the fecond had fulfill'd its round, 

The eaftern fages, by a wond'rous ftar, 275 

Were mov'd, and led to feek the new-born King ; 

And coming to Jerufalem, enquir'd 

Whew they might find the heir of David's throne ? 

In that fam'd city, reigh'd a man of blood, 

Crafty, fevere, proud, cruel, jealous, fierce, 280 

Full of refentment ; fwoln with envious fpite. 

Hater of Judah's race of kings and priefts. 

Born of Idumeaii blood. He gain'dthe throne 

(Supported by the pow'r of hoftile Rome) 

By feats of arms, too cruel to rehearfe j 285 

(His cruel nature foon mud be expos'd). 

He heard, with inward rage, and troubled mind, 

The drift enquiries for the new-born Prince ; 

But his malicious purpofe fo difguis'd, 

As might deceive the wifeft of mankind. 290 

He, gath'ring all the fcribes and priefts, demands 

Whpre Chrift, the great Mefliah, (hould be born ? * 

In Bethlehem's city, all at once agreed ; 

fe NJicah long before had prophefy'd. 

famous 
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famous city ! now yrt clearly fee %g$ 
What God h^th fpoken-r-«nnot, will not, fail j . . . 
No, not the finalleft tittle (h^l; Wtoft- \ .' 

When Mary fir# concgiv\J this holy chilfl* 
She dwelp in ^Jaz'reth's.dtyu .far teniQtc ^ .. 
But as he muft be born in BeihJeheni r S town, 309 
The great Auguftus njuft his fqbje&s count, 
And put the tribes in motion to repaif » - 
Each to their native place, to be enroll'd ; 
That fo, the Virgin, mother of our Lord, 
Attending Jofeph in his journeying home, 305 

Might thither come before the time arriv'd, 
When Chrift, the King of Glory, lhould be born; «" 

But, to return. Wheri crafty Herod gain'd 
The knowledge of the facred prophecy, 
Which inly he prefum'd to overthrow; . 31Q 

He fent the eafterh Magi on the way, 
To find the objeft of their grand piirfuit, 
Pefiring them, to bring him word , again. 
That he might follow, and obedience pay $ 
Though nothing lefs was in his cruel thoughts, 315 
Tfre Prince Jie wi&'d to fee ; but, 'twas to kill. 

But God, who faw the malice of his heart, 
Sent'hpme the wife taen fafe another way, 
WJien they had feeq, ador*d, and honour'd him, 
Whom long |hey fought, and much rijoic'd to fee. 32^0 
While Jofeph > warn'd by friendly Angel, fled, 

1 * With 
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"With his lovM charge, to Egypt's land, in peace. 
So, Heaafaly Wifdom baffled the defigns 
Of him who fought the Saviour to deftroy. 

But now I fing the babes of Bethlehem, 315 

By Herod's curs'd decree condemn'd to die ; 
And, left the dreaded infant fhould efcape, 
(The facred objedt of his jealous rage) 
The cruel-hearted tyrant fpared none. 
What fhrieks, and dying groans, torment the ear ! 330 
While mothers mourn their fons untimely flain ! 
Ye weeping mothers, hear the voice of God ; 
Refrain your voice from crying, dry your eyes, 
Your work (hall Se rewarded, faith the Lord; 
Your children from the land of death (hall come, 335 
Shall rife to glorious immortality, 
And reign with him for whom they fufFer'd here ! 

I hafte from fields of blood, and flaughter'd heapi 
Of mangled infants, flain by cruel hands ; 
And now return to Jefus, precious babe ! 340 

To Egypt he defcends, that God might call 
His Son from thence, as Jacob's tribes, of old, 
Were calPd and led by his Almighty hand. 
What happen'd there, while Chrift in Mizraim dwelt, 
Who can pretend to fay ? Some tell, indeed, 345 
That Egypt's idols at his prefence fell, 
And all their lying oracles were dumb. 
fib fmali expences were provided for 

* ' By 
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By thofe enlighten'd Magi's gifts, of gold, 
Frankincence, myrrh, which they beftow'd on him. 350 

But when the bloody tyrant had receiv'd 
The awful fummons to refign his breath, 
'the angel of the Lord convey'd the news 
To Jofeph, and invited his return 
To lfraePs land ; to which he bent his courfe. 353 
But, hearing of the reign of Archelaus, 
He feared to return to Judah's land : 
But being warn'd of God, he turn'd afide, 
And dwelt in Nazareth of Galilee* 
But there, how private 1 how remote from view 360 
Dwelt God's beloved Son, in human form 1 
No more we read of him, till he arriv'd 
At near twelve years of age ; a lovely youth ! 
Then he, with Jofeph, and with Mary, went 
To Zion's temple, at the pafchal feaft, 3 65 

According to the law by God ordain'd, 
That all the malea (hould worfhip thrice a year. 
And pay their homage at his (acred dome. 

When once the feaft was over, they return'd ; 
But Jefus ftay'd behind. They knew it not, 370 
But when they ftopp'd at night, and mifs'd thexhild, 
Who can defcribe their grief and deep concern ? 
Let mothers guefs, whofe children, fent abroad, 
Return not home at the appointed time; 
Dark night comes on, and ftill no tidings heard 375 

Qf 
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Of their fond darlings : How a thoufand fears 
Rufh through their tender hearts ! They find no reft* 
So far'd the bleffed Virgin, when Ihe found * 
That (he had loft her Son ! Oh, how (he wept ! 
No farther did (he journey; but, with hafte, 380 
Returning back with Jofeph, fought him there, 
For whom they griev'd ; and fought him not in vain. 
They found him in the Temple, well employ'd, 
Surrounded by the do&ors of the law. 
His weighty queftions puzzled all their (kill; 385 
And all that heard his anfwers were amaz'd 
At fuch unbounded wifdom in a youth. 
Children, remember, Jefus once was young ; 
But Oh, how wife, how perfect was his heart ! 
Remember now your Saviour, him obey ; 390 

And he will make you wife, and fill your minds 
With heav'nly treafures, everlafting good ! 

Jofeph and Mary were furpriz'd. She faid, 
Why haft thou ferv'd us thus : Didft thou not think 
That I, thy. mother, with thy father dear, 395 

Would feek thee forrowing, and never ceafe, 
Until we found thee ? Wherefore didft thou thus 
Abfent thyfelf from us, thy only friends ? 
To Which he anfwer'd ; Why, did you not know, 
That I my Father's bufinefs muft perform ? 400 
But they this faying could not comprehend. 
Then he with them return'd to Nazareth, 
And yielded drift obedience to their will. 

0,wh# 
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O, what a bright example Chrift did fet! 

How happy they who follow him in this ! — 405 

Honour thy father, and thy mother love, 

Obey their precepts, and thy days prolong. 

He faith, who can his promifes perform. 

We hear no more of Chrift for eighteen years; 
Here flop, and make a folemn, awful paufe 41 q 

Oh, what humility ! that he, the Lord, 
Who had created heav'n, and form'd the earth, 
And with his glory fiird them ; fliould refide 
Near thirty years on earth, almoft unknown \ 
Nay, with his blefled hands fliould labour hard, 415 
To gain a fcanty livelihood ; who might 
Have fummonM all the treafures of the globe 
To minifter to his neceflities ! 

But now events of greateft magnitude 
Claim our attention, and exalt my theme. 420 

And firft I fpeak of that important day, 
When Jefus on the bank of Jordan flood 5 
Was there beheld by his forerunner, John ; 
Who feem'd unwilling to baptife his Lord, 
Becaufe he held himfelf inferior, far, 425 

To him who honour'd baptifm's myftic rite. 
When, by the hands of John, our Lord and King 
Was plung'd beneath the wave ; forthwith he rofe I 
When lo, furprizing prodigy ! the heav'ns 
Were open'd, and the Father's voice was heard ; 430 

Thou 
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^hou art my Son, my well-beloved Son ; 

In thee Vm pleas'd ; In thee I am well pleas'd. 

Defcending from the he&v'ns, the Holy Ghoft, 

Dove-like, alights upcn his facred head. 

He, doubly thus baptifc'd, is drawn away 435 

Into the lonely, howling wildernefs ; 

Where forty days of fore temptation, proves 

Him more than conquer'r : Thus exceeding, far, 

The moft renown'd of all the human rac£. 

He under ev'ry difad vantage flood, 440 

And fairly drove the Tempter from the field. 

The' hungry, thirfty, weary, and alone, 

Temptations preffing him on ev'ry fide, 

And tho' the mighty prince of darknefs came, 

Arm'd with his utmoft fubtlety and rage, 445 

And try'd the grcateft feats that hell could boaft j 

The Saviour foil'd him, to his deep difgrace. 

Oh, what a fcefte was here ! Come, tempted lou!, . 
Come, view thy Saviour, in this conflict dire : 
He is thy pattern, fhield, and great reward.— 450 
If thou* rt the Son of God, the Tempter faid, 
(O, what an impious IF was there propos'd !) 
Command chefe flones to change, and bread become. 
To which the Saviour inflantly reply'd— 
*Tis wrote, Man (hall not live by bread alone ; 455 
But by the pow'rful words Jehovah fpeaks. 
Then Satan, foil'd, another method tries. 
He brings the Saviour to Jerufalem : 

C The 
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(The lamb was carry'd in the lion's paws ! 

Amazing thought ! was Jefus thus convey'd ?) 460 

Upon the Temple's walls, their higheft fpire, 

He places him ; and thus the arch-fiend fpake — 

If -thou'rt the Son of God — now try the point — 

(jaft down thyfelf, and truft angelic aid : 

*Tis written, They (hall bear thee in their hands, 465 

Left thou (hould dafli thy foot again ft a ftone. 

Thus Satan ufes Scripture — and by halves, 

Becaufe the whole fubferves not his defigns. 

But now the Mafter of Aflemblies fpeaks ; 

(His words (hall make thy daring courage cool :) 470 

'Tis wrote, Thou (halt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

Why then expofe ourfelves to needlefs ills ? 

Can we expedt to be preferv'd, unhurt, 

Who madly rufli, uncalPd to danger's brink ?— 

The Devil, baffled, and confounded, tries 475 

His laft device to (hake Salvation's Rock ; 

But finds the ftone of Ifrael fix'd too firm, 

To be uprooted by his flatt'ring breath. 

Oh, that our fouls fo firm could always (land ! 

Then fiends might tempt, and hell aflault in vain. 480 

He takes the Saviour to a mountain's top, 
From whence he (hew'd him all this lower world, 
And all the glorious things below the moon ; 
Then, with an impudence as black as hell, 
He proudly faid — All this is giv'n to me : 485 

*Tis mine : 1 can beftow it where I pleafe. 

If 
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If thou wilt own me as thy lord and king, 
And worfhip at my feet, all fhall be thine. 

O impious; O profoundly bafe, and bold : 
How durft thou thus attack the Son of God ? 490 
What ! tempt the Lord of Life, to worfhip thee ! 

rebel ! traitor ! foul apoftate ! fay — 

What could induce thee thus to mock the Lamb ? 

Could'ft thou expedt that he, whom angels fear'd, 

To whom they rev'rence and obedience ow'd ; 495 

Nay, thy Creator, and Preferver too ; 

And whom thou waft commanded to adore; 

Who claims thy worfhip as his native right ; 

Should, all at once forget his high defcent, 

And meanly fawn upon and worihip thee ? 500 

Or waft thou ignorant ? Didft thou not know 

The Lord of Glory, in his deep difguife ? 

Or was thy mind in doubt ? and, for this caufe, 

Waft thou refolv'd the fecret to unfold ? 

1 dare engage thou had'ft no caufe to boaft 505 
To thy companions of thy great fucce£# 
Methinks, I fee a holy, juft difdain, 

Glow in the count' nance of my deareft Lord, 
When thus he turn'd, and glanc'd fevere rebuke 
To the great Adverfary of mankind : 510 

Get thee behind me, Satan ; hence, depart : 
Remember, God hath giv'n his high command, 
To all his creatures, and declar'd his right 
To be ador'd ; and only he alone. 

C 2 Thus 
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Thus (peaks his awful mandate, Thou (halt fefve 515 
The Lord thy God, and worlhip none but him. 

This fore repulfe, made Satan leave the ground ; 
Determined ftill to mufter all his hofts, 
And watch a fitter opportunity, 
To vex, if not o'ercome, the Prince of Heav'n. 520 
For 'tis his nature, if he's foird to day, 
To-morrow to return, and charge again. 
If timely you refift him, he will flee — 
But, Watch ; for he intends to try afrefh. 
Tho' Chrift hath always vanquifh'd him in fight, $%$ 
Still he's unconquer'd, and maintains the war: 
And though fome fay — He's flain, and has nopow'r; 
And others fay — He's bound, and quite confin'd ; 
Chrift's foldiers find him pow'rful, roving, fierce, 
And, like a roaring lion, feeking prey. 530 

Not flefh and blood alone, mud they withftand -, 
But, thrones, high principalities, and pow'rs, 
And rulers of the darknefs of this age ; 
jf And wicked fpirits, domineering, proud, 

* And ever on the watch : — Such foes we have. $2$ 

* Satan is crafty, full of vengeance, fpite : 

His time on earth is fhort : and this he knows ; 

And therefore rages, with redoubled force. 

Great need have we of prov'd, victorious arms, 

To aid us in the more than mortal fight. 540 

Arm us with all the panoply of God 5 

That we may ftand, and conquer all our foes ! 

O, dear 
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O, dear Redeemer^ through thy pow'rful name, 
And through thy precious blood, fo freely fhed, 
And by the teftimony which we hold. 545 

What wonders have the heav'nly arms atchiev'd ! 
Salvation's helmet, and the flbield of faith ; 
The Spirit's fword, the pow'rful word of God ; 
The mighty engine of prevailing pray'r ; * 
Have gain'd the greateft vi&ories on earth. 550 

Heav'n Ihut and open'd, rain withheld andgiv'n; 
Fierce, pow'rful armies, foon compell'd to flee, 
And glorious promifes, divine, obtain'd $ 
The raging element of fire fubdu'd, 
And hungry lions gentle made as lambs, $$$ 

And mightieft kings and kingdoms overcome, 
And righteoufnefs by feeble finners wrought, 
Made out of weaknefs, ftrong, firm, vaUant, bold; 
And fouls departed, back to life recali'd ; 
The moving orbs arretted in their courfe, 560 

The pow'rful laws of nature quite revers'd $ 
All thefe, proclaim the victories of faith. 
Nor were they lefs triumphant, who endur'd 
The tortures of the tympanum, or rack ; 
That would not deign deliv'rance to accept : 565 
The glorious profpett of eternal life, 
And better refurre&ion, (though remote) 
Made them, with fortitude, their pangs fuftain, 
Thofe who can cruel mockings well endure, 
And all th' envenom' d Ibafts of flander bear, 570 
tysefl never fear the pain of flames and death. 

C 3 Tie 
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The foul that dares to fuffer, fears to fin, 
And bears the crofs, fhall win the crown of life. 
Scourgings, imprifonments, and bonds and chains, 
Hunger and thirft, and cold and nakednefs, 575 

Perils, and'perfecutions; death, by fword, 
By fawing, ftoning, ftrangling, and by fire ; 
By crucifixion, famine, teeth of beafts, 
Drowning, decapitation, thoufand forms 
Moft painful, ling'ring, fhameful, terrible; 580 

Fearful to fee ; how dreadful then to bear ! 
Temptations, tribulations, racking pains ; 
Have all, through faith, been borne with fortitude. 
The foul, array'd in righteoufnefs divine, 
Girded with truth, and fill'd with heav'nly love, 585 
Shielded by faith, fupported well by hope, 
With pureft gofpel : preparation fhod, 
Wielding the Holy Spirit's two-edg'd fwordt. 
Praying with perfeverance, cover' d o'er , 
With meek humility, refign'd to God, 599 

And firmly trufting in his promis'd aid $ 
Shall conquer all his foes, however ftrong, 
And need not fear the rage of earth orheil. 
May find fupport in fcorned poverty : 
And bear reproach, contempt, and foul difgrace j 595 
May wander in the defari's howling wilds. 
And be with rougheft goat-fkins meanly clad : 
May dwell in rocks and mountains, dens and caves, 
Tormented, deftitute, afflided fore ; 
May be in want of ev'ry earthly joy, 6oq 

Anc} 
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And fuffer more diftrefs than tongue can tell ; 

And yet, be more than conquer'r over all ! 

Our Lord's Temptations, trials, griefs, and woes; 

His fore affli&ions, and his deep diftrefs ; 

The forrows, pains, and mis'ries, he fuftain'd, 605 

Through ev'ry fcene of life ; and in his death ; 

Are fruitful fprings of comfort, to the fouls 

Of the affli&ed, who believe in him. 

He learn'd obedience by the things he bore ; 

And, by experience taught, can fympathize 610 

With us, and all our inmoft troubles feel. 

Compaffion dwells within his tender heart; 

He knows our frame, and pities our complaints. 

Draw near, ye poor, defpifed, tempted fouls; 

Look up to Jefus — tell him all your woes. 615 

Ye Poor — What ! have ye neither houfe nor home ? 
Depriv'd by ftorms, or poverty, or fire, 
Hard-hearted landlords, or whatever means : 
To Jefus, thus, you may your pray'rs addrefs — 
Lord, Thou waft poor, poorer than beafts or birds* 
For thofe have holes, and thefe have little nefts ; 
But thou hadft not a place to lay thy head : 
O, look on me with kind compaffion, Lord ; 
My wants thou knoweft, and canft well fupply : 
For man no pity has, nor heart to feel. — 425 

Say — Are you hungry ? have you nought to eat ? 
And difappointed, where you hop'd relief? 
This was your Saviour's cafe ; he hunger'd oft : 
]Hfe knows the pain it brings ; and how it feels 

C4 To 
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To have the Expe&ation highly rais'd, . 63$ 

And then, by difappointment, laid quite low. 
How keen thefenfe of Hunger's cruel gripe ! 
Who can defcribe, but fuch whofe bowels feel ? 
To fee, to fmell, without a right to tafte; 
Too modeft ftill to beg, too poor to buy ! 6$$ 

Tempted perhaps to fleal, by hunger prefs'd ! 
Poor widowSy with their tribes of little ones, 
How oft they fuffer ! — Hear a feeling tale. — 

In Bofton liv'd a widow, honeft, poor \ 
While dreary winter reign'd, fhe fuffer'd much ; 640 
Nor fqod had fhe, nor fire to keep her warm : 
Her tender infants languifhing in fight, 
So mov'd her fympathy, that (he refolv'd 
Somewhere to find, and bring fome fuel home. 
Thus, roving up and down, at laft, fhe lights 645 
Upon a pile, where plenty feem'd to tempt 
Her yet-unwilling hand : The owner near, 
Cprheard her tongue thus utter her fad plaint. 
I'm poor, and deftitute; my fuel's gone; 
Yet cannot fteal.: O Lord, what fhall I do ? 65a 
1 have no money ; yet, I cannot ileal. 
Thus went away : But foon came back again, 
(By hunger, cold, and pity overcome) 
Repeating the fame tale ; and, as before, 
Departing home as empty as fhe came. 6$$ 
At length, the third time, doubly prefs'd with need, 
"• 'V " ' "" ' ' She 
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She came; and thus fhe fpake — What (hall I do ? 

My children, perifhing with want, demand 

Something to keep them warm ; I think I muft, 

Though fore againft my will, fome fuel fteal. 660 

So faying, (he begins to take — but fudden, down 

The trembling faggot darts — Lord, can I take 

What is another's right ! — Oh guilt and (hame ! 

Yea, let us perifh ; for I cannot (teal. 

No more (he came; determin'd now to die, 665 

If no relief appeared. — But — mark the end— ? 

The owner, who beheld her deep diftref§ ; 

Who faw her virtue at this per'lous pu(h, 

And faw it triumph ! — he compafiion felt, 

Her wants reliev'd, and foften'd all her pain ! 6 70 

God hath prepar'd his good nefs for the Poor : 
And, to encourage us to pity them, 
Hath promis'd to repay, an hundred fold, 
That which we give, ev'n in this prefent life, 
And life eternal in the world to come. 675 

For, not the fmalleft kindnefs is forgot : 
A cup of water, meets its bleft reward. 
Who pities and relieves the Poor diftreft, 
Lends to the Lord, and (hall be well repaid. 
Jehovah binds himfelf, by promife firm, 68c* 

That none by trufting him lhall lofers be. 
Yet, O how many truft in banks and fundi , 
)/Vho would efteem all loft, if lent to him ! 
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Something I fain would (ay, to comfort thofe 
Whofe lot is plac'd among the humble Poor. 685 
Your Lord was poor : In poverty he pafs'd 
His virtuous life ; and thus hath made that ftate, 
Which is defpis'd, moft hon'rable of all. 
And whofoever doth the Poor defpife, 
Reproacheth God, his Maker, by that aft, 690 

And Chrift, the Saviour, who hath chofe that life, 
With its affociates, Want* Contempt, Difgrace : 
That fo the Poor in him might find a friend : 
And that the Rich might learn to difefteem 
Thofe things in which they differ from the low; 695 
And fix their thoughts above, where Jefus (its ; 
And fpend their time and wealth in doing good; 
And wait the fecond coming of their Lord, 
When their reward, in full, they {hall receive. 

Thofe who are Rich on earth, fhould hear this 
charge : 700 

(Which may be thrown into thefe many parts) 

1. Be not high-minded, lifted up through pride* 

2. Truft not in riches, falfe, uncertain, vain. 

3. But truft in God, the living God ; who gives 

Ua.richly, freely, all things to enjoy. 70 c 

4. Do good to all, according to your pow'r. 

5. Be rich in works of juftice, mercy, love, 

6. Be ready to diftribute of your wealth, 

7. Be willing to communicate to all, 

8. Lay 
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8. Lay up your ftores in Heav'n, and not on earth.-—' 
Two charges more, from other texts, I'll bring, 
And thus complete the Rich Man's Decalogue. 

9. Love not the world ; fet not your hearts on gain. 

10. And be content with what the Lord beftows, 
O, would the Rich thefe precepts keep with cave, 715 
How happy, happy, happy, would' they be J 

Ye Travellers o'er the burning dcfart fands, 
And Ye who plough the briny, foaming mail*, 
How often do ye fuffer racing thirft ? 
For water ye would freely part with gold : 72a 

But none can ye obtain. How fad your ftate { 
Yet even here, your Lord can fympathize : 
For he was thii fty too ; full well he knows 
It's moft intolerable, parching pain : 
And when he begg'd relief, he found it not. 725 
Once, faint and thirfty, weary, feeble, fpent, 
At noon, he fat himfelf near Jacob's well, 
And drink of wqmai} afk'd j but was deny'd : 
Yet, ere (he lefif him, he fuch bleffings gave, 
As prov'd his miffion, and his pow'r divine. 730 

JJut who can tell the thirft which he endur'd, 
When on the painful, fhameful, crofs he hung ? 
But gall and vinegar was giv'n for drink, 
To him, who calls us to Salvation's well, 
^p drink the waters pf eternal life* 735 

Poor 
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Poor Sailors, would they hearken to my fong, 
And leave their finful ways, and truft in Him 
Who rules the raging of the boift'rous fea ; 
Would find in him a fympathizing friend, 
In more refpedts than one : for he has known 740 
Toil, hunger, thirft, care, wearinefs, and ftorms, 
Watchings by night, and heavy drowfinefs ; 
• The portion thefe of thofe who plough the main. 
Once in a florm, when hope was almoft loft, 
He, through fatigue, was fallen fall aileep : 745 

When his difciples caird, and rouz'd him up ; 
Crying — Awake, and fave us, or we die. 
He, rifing, bids the winds and waves, Be (till. — 
They ceas'd at once, and ftraight a calm fucceeds. 
O, might the Saviour be the confidence 7^0 

Of all that ply the laboring oar, or fail, 
With canvas wings, acrofs the wat'ry main ; 
What fatisfaftion would their fouls enjoy ! 
In ftorms and tempefts, dangers, perils, deaths, 
Their fympathizing friend would lend his aid: 755 
For now he never fleeps: his ear attends 
The fofteft call that rifes from the hearts 
Of thofe who love him ; for he's always near. 

The weary Lab'rer {hall not be forgot; 759^ 

Though poor, defpis'd, oppreftwith want and care. 
The Son of God once laboured hard for bread. 
And was a poor mechanic ; teaching thus 
His follow'rs, not to eat the bread of floth. 

Labour 
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Labour Ihould be encourag'd, idlenefs 

Be difefteem'd, and every where fupprefs'd. 765 

Children, be not afliam'd to labour hard, 

To keep your parents dear from want and woe j 

For Chrift, in this, a bright example fet; 

Providing for his mother while he liv'd, 

And on his crofs commending her to John, 770 

Who from that feafon, took her to his home. 

The Sick and Maimed may to him apply, 
Who ficknefs and infirmities hath borne. 
He knows our frame, remembers we are duft. 
The Mourners, and the forrowing fouls, may find 775 
In Chrift a friend, indeed ; for he pronounc'd 
This blefling: Comfort be to all that mourn. 
Blefled are ye that weep ; for ye (hall laugh. 
But woe to you that laugh; for ye (hall weep. 
He was a man of forrows, filPd with grief: 780 

Was often fcen to weep, but ne'er to laugh. 
He wept a little ftream o'er Laz'rus dead ; 
And fhed his tears for proud Jerufalem : 
He faw her day of forrow coming faft. 
But in the garden, and upon the crofs, 785 

His tears, faft-flowing, ra* for all mankind. 
Strong crying, fupplications, tears, and pray'rs, 
He offer'd up, while dwelling here, to Him 
Whofe pow'r was able to redeem from death, 
Not him alone, but all the human race I 790 

Thus, 
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Thus, by his forrows, fuff 'rings, griefs, and pains, 
Th* obedient Son of God was perfect made ; 
And fo became falvation to all thofe 
Who follow him, and his commands obey. 

Are you defpis'd, bely'd, and fet at nought, 795 
And counted fools for Chrift, deluded, mad. 
And ev'ry evil falfly fpoke of you ? 
Be glad, rejoice, exceedingly rejoice : 
Your Lord hath borne the fame, and honours you, 
By giving you a fhare in his difgrace ; 80a 

That he may make you partners in his throne. 
Far if we fuffer, we (hall reign with him. 
Bleffed are they whom men fhall perfecute, 
And hate them for their dear Redeemer's fake : 
For he will glorify their fouls in Heav'n. 805 

Our Mafter, Chrift, was called Beelzebub ; 
His fervants, therefore, can expeft no lefs. 
He hath a devil, and is mad, (fay they): 
Why, therefore, do you hear, or him regard ? 
This fellow but deceives, is not of God ; 810 

He breaks the fabbath, hates the holy law : 
He is a glutton, and a drunkard too ; 
A friend of finners, harlots, publicans : 
A liar, blafphemer, a finner bold. 
Thus was his name and charadter afpers'd, 815 

By falfe malicious tongues of evil men. 
But he, with utmoft meeknefs^ bore it all ; 
And when he was reproach'd, reviled not ; 

Nor 
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Nor threatened thofe who fneer'd, and fbofPd, and 

rail'd. 
Then let us take his pattern for our guide ; 820 

And dwell in meeknefs, innocence, and love. 

This is our confolation : Chrift hath felt 
His tender heart by lies and (lander broke ; 
And therefore feels a fympathy for us. 
He can fupport us in affliftion's night, 825 

And make reproach and malice work for good ; 
And teach us to efteem thofe fufPrings more 
Than all the riches of this lower world ; 
When, for his fake, we fuffer, bleed, or die. 
The reign of falfehood (hall not long endure; 830 
There is an after-day ; let fland'rers fear : 
God will fupport the fouls who truft in him, 
And bring their righteous a&ions to the light: 
Then (hall their foes behold their fad miftake. 
The righteous fouls are in the hand of God ; 8 J^j 
From torment, fin, and forrow, quite fet free. 
In the ungodly* s fight, they feem'd to die ; 
And their departure mis'ry was efteem'd : 
Deftru&ion feem'd their paffage to attend 
But they in peace and honour now abide, 840 

Waiting till their reward they (hall receive. 
Though in the fight of men they punifh'd are, 
Their hope is full of immortality. 
Having, in time, a little been chaftis'd, 
They (hall obtain rewards in life to come. 845 

GOD' 
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God prov'd, and found ihem worthy for himfelf $ 
Try'd them as gold, and found they would endure $ 
And As an ofPring pure hath them' receiv'd i 
They reft in hope till that vi&orious day, 
When Chrift (hall come, with all his royal train ; 850 
When they fhall fhine like funs, and ftars of light, 
And, with their Saviour* judge the world, and rule 
According to the purpofe of their Lord; 
This is the lot of fuch who are approv'd, 
As called, chofen, faithful to the end. 855 

But Oh, how wiu th' ungodly ftand aghaft, 
When they fhall fee the righteous man advaiic'd, 
Whom with their fallhoods oft they wounded fore, 
And by their perfecutions did afflid ; 
And of his righteous deeds made no account ! 8f o 
What ftrange furprize fhall fill their guilty fouls, 
*To fee the man they fo defpis'd before, 
High-feated on a glorious throne of blifs, 
A partner in the kingdom, with his Lord ! 
Their groaning fpirits will, through anguifh, cry 865 
Alas, this was the man we fometimes fcorn'd, 
Derided, mock'd, reproach'd, and ridicul'd ! 
His name a proverb of contempt we made ; 
His life the worft of madnefs we efteem'd ; 
His end was fhameful, in our vain account : 870 
But he was wife, and we the v/orft of fools. 
His lot is caft among the faints in light* 
How is he number'd with the honour'd ones ! 
Counted among the children of the Lord ! 
O, fools and madmen ! we have liv'd in vain ! 875 

Let 
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Let thofe who fuffer ftiame for doing well* 
And are reproach' d for the Redeemer's fake, 
Commit their faithful fouls to Chrift the Lord; 
Who will preferve them to this awful day, 870 

When truth fliall trhtmph, falfehodd be o'erthrown, 
And innocence be clear' d from foul difgrace^ 
And ev'ry hidden thing (hall be reveal'd : 
When all afperfions (hall be wip'd away> 
And flanderers be put to open (hame* 884 

Let none avehge themfelves when they're defam'd* 
Nor fpend their precious time to 'fend and prove, 
Norfeek their characters to vindicate : 
But truft the Lord to undertake the caufe ; 
Who will not fail to make his juftice knoWm 

The teftipted fouls are His peculiar care^ 896 
Who felt temptation's pow'r in all its force: 
tie fuffer'd, being tempted; therefore knows 
To fuccour and fupport,- in trying hours* 
The faithful ones, who put their truft in hxmy 
And patiently endure affli&ion's night* 89$ 

To be feverely tempted is no crime; 
Since Chrift, like us, endur'd the fame j yet flood, 
Nor ever yielded in a fingle point, 
Though he was try 'din all : and thus became 
Our pattern, friend, and brother, and defence* 900 

t> Doth 
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Doth Satan feek to (hake our hope in God, 
And make us doubt our heav'nly Father's love, 
And queftion whether we his children are, 
And put us to the proof? So tempted he 
The Son of God himfelf 3 and 'tis not ftrange 905 
That we fhould fuffer what our Lord hath done. 

Are we in ftraits, an4 forediftreft with want? 
Are we pufh'd on to ufe unlawful means 
To get fupplies ? or, tempted to diftruft 
The loving-kindnefs of our gracious Lord ? 910 
Is Suicide prefented to our view, 
And we urg'd on to tempt the fov'reign King, 
In ways unlawful, big with dreadful fate ; 
Certain to lofe our lives, unlefs preferv'd 
By miracle $ which fiill we have no right 911J 

To look for, when we ftray from duty's path ? 
Or, are we tempted to the worft of fins ; 
To leave die fervice of the God of Heav'n, 
And turn afide to grofs idolatry : 
And worlhip men or devils, for the fake 920 

Of wealth, or pow'r, in profpeft or pofieffion ? 
In all thefe ways the cunning Tempter try'd 
To foil our Saviour : but he faiPd in all* 

O let us come with boldnefs to his throne ; 
That grace and mercy we may find, to help 925 
Our ibuls in ev'ry time of trying need 1 

O what 
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O what a comfort 'tis to have a friend 

Who fees our griefs, and pities us, and faves ! - 

Let us purfue the paths of utmoft woe ; 
And we (hall find the Saviour gone before. — 930, 
Should we be flander'd by the bell of men, 
(Or thofe which mortals call the very beft ; 
Such as the Scribes and Fharifees of old) 
Our Lord hath bo*ne his part in this difgrace. 
Are we forfaken by the giddy throng? 935 

(Who hail to day, to-morrow crucify) 
Yea, by our friends defpis'd, deny'd, betray'd ? 
Deliver' d to the will and pow'r of foes ? 
Condemn'd unjuftly, to a fliameful death, 
On flight fufpicion, or the perjur'd oaths 940 

Of liars, hir'd on purpofe to deftroy 
The lives and fortunes of the innocent ? 
(A cafe, which, doubtlefs, happens frequently) 
Are we infulted in our agonies ? 944 

Laugjh'd at, and ridicul'd* fcorn'd, mock'd, revil'd ? 
Are barb'rous cruelties on us pra&is'd, 
Through. hatred of the cruel multitude, 
To make our death more bitter and fevere ? 
Thefe things have often been the martyr's lot, 
When fuff ring, nobly, for the Chriftian caufe : 9^0 
And Jefus fuffer'd all thefe things himfelf ; 
And thus bath fan&ify'd the thorny road, 
That leads to blifs and honour, peace anc} joy.. 
Nay, put the cafe, that all thefe dreadful fcene* 

D 2 Wer* 
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Were heighten'd by the abfence of our God ; 955 

His lovirig-kindnefs feemingly wirhdrawn j 

The luftre of his (hining prefence hid ; 

His count'nance veil'd in darkeft (hades of night j 

And we expos'd, at once, to rage of mdn,- 

The devil's malice, and the wrath of Heav'n : 960 

(God's juft tefentment diie to each offence) 

This bitter cup, with gall and wormwood fill'd* 

Was drank, in fofrow, by out kindeft friend; 

And thus his tender heart was pierc'd with grief; 

Broke with reproach, and melted by the fire. 963 

His ftfength was dry'd, his foul was rack'd with 

pain - y 
His bleffed tongue, which neveir fpake amifs, 
Grew cold ; and, cleaving to his trembling jaws, 
Declar'd his woes too great to be exprefs'd : 969 

While round him ftood the murd'rous fons of men* 
Pouring, their bitt'reft farcafms on his head $ 
(Already fainting underneath his load) 
Ah ! where is now the God on whom he ftay'dj 
And who, he boafted, was his conftant friend ? 
Why doth he leave him now in this diftrefs ? 975 
He's but a grand impoftor, who did boaft 
His pow'r to fave, but can't himfelf redeem. 

thus did they jeer the meek, the dying Lamb > 
Who felt the cruel wounds their fury gave : 
And fufffer'd all this complicated fcene 980 

Qf woe* diftrefs, pain, mifery, and death j 
•-•■"■ Ai 
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AH compafs'd round by foes, by friends forfook ; 

While none were found to pour the balm of peace, 

Propitious, on his foul. All this he bore ; 

And therefore feels for all his fufTring friends. 985 

In death the ftruggle may be hard, indeed ; 

But Chrift ne'er ftands an idle looker on j 

Which all muft do, but he. 'Tis he alone, 

That can conduit us through the gloomy vale ; 

Which he hath trod before, and therefore knows 990 

The terrors which attend the dreary paflage. 

'Tis he can make us triumph over all; 

Nor in the grave forfakes us. He was there ; 

And rofe triumphant : having thus perfum'd 

Our dufly bed ; where bodjes reft in hope, 995 

And wait the glorious rpfurre&ion morn, 

To fpring to life, and day, and endlefs joys. 

And who can dare to fay, that fouls in pain' 
Are never pity'd by our gracious Lord ? 
For who pan tell how great his mercy is ? %qoo 

And though his loving face is hid from them, 
And they aredoom'd to woe, and deepeft grief; 
Yet, who dare fay — He loves them not at all? 
pid not the wrath of God p'erwhelm his head ? 
Did he not feel the pains of death and hell ? 1005 
Did he not talte the horrors of defpair ? 
Was not his foul forfaken of his God ? 
Nay, did he not defcend to hell itfelf ? 
Pid he not fee the mis'ries £here endur'd ? 

D? Yet, 
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Yet, was he not the Father's dear delight ? ioi«j 

Who then can fay, from Nature's deepeft ground, 

That fouls once loft can never be redeem'd ? 

Did not Chrift die for all, both quick and dead ? 

Is not his pow'r fufficient to reftore ? 

And who can doubt his wifdom or his love ? 101 c 

Or, who can fay— His will defigns it not ? 

■ But I anticipate. And now return 
To trace the Saviour's works of mighty love ; 
Which fhon£ confpicuous, and made known to jnen, 
His glorious charadter, and grand defign, \°^9, 

As the Redeemer of the human race. 
When Peter fought to give a (hort, but fuH 
Defcription of that Jefus whom he preach'd; 
Thus he.defcrib'd his perfon, and his life :-*- 

Jefus of Nazareth, by God approv'd, * 02 5 

Anointed with the Holy Ghoft, and pow'r ; 
Who ceafetefsjourney'd, always doing good; 
And healing all by Satan's pow'r oppreft: 
For God was in and with him, of a truth. 

To tell his wonders is a tafk, indeed, 1 ^^o 3 

<5f which St. John himfelf defpair'd; and faid— 
If all the things were written, every one, 
Which Jefus wrought; where would the place be 

found 
Sufficient to contain the num'rbus books ? 



\ 
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For, I fuppofe, the world could not receive 1035 
The many volumes, with their ftrange contents. 

O mighty Pow'r, and Will ; that heaPd the fick, 
And made the deaf to hear, the blind to fee, 
The lame to walk, the dumb to fpeak his praife : 
That caft out daemons of the fierceft kind, 1040 

The fouleft lepers cleans'd, and rais'd the dead ; 
Cur'd all difeafes, with a word, or touch ; 
That turn'd the water into richeft wine : 
That calm'd, at once, the winds and raging waves : 
That fed fuch numbers with fo little food, 1045 

Brought (hoals of fi(h to Peter's empty net, 
And made a filh it's Maker's tribute pay, 
And walk'd upon the foaming brine, with eafe ! 
Thefe were his labours, proofs of pow'r divine, 
And fruits of boundlefs love to finful man ! 1050 

How pure, how fpotlefs, was his holy life \ 
How perfed his obedience ! how exadt 
His conformation to the law divine ! 
£Jor thought, nor principle, nor word, nor deed, ) 
Was found amifs, through all his humble courfe ! ; 
How ftrong, how ardent, wa$ his love toGodl 1056 
How great was his benevolence to man ! j o • T 
Jt was his meat to do his Fadier's will, 3 " ; 

And to perform falvation's noble work. 

, . *** 
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His holy do&rine, clean, from error free, 1060 
Tending to glorify his Father's name, 
And to reveal the God of heav'n in truth; 
Spoke him the facred meffenger of peace. 
God's meffengers have always borne this mark, 
(And by the fame they ever (hall be known) 1065 
They never glorify themfelves ; but feek 
To honour Him who fends them in his name. 
Tbu$, Jefus glorified not himfelf, 
Sought not that honour which he might have claim'd ; 
But glorify'd and honour'd Him, who faid, 1070 
Thou art my Son ; I have begotten thee : 
And I will pl^ce thee on a glorious throne. • . 

When Jefus promised foon, from Heav'n, to fend 
The Comforter, the Holy Ghoft, divine; 1074 

The fame defcriptions, conflant marks, fye gave, 
Left, by falfe fpiritSj they fhould be deceiv'd ! 
The Comforter my name (hall glorify, ' 

By taking mine, and Shewing it to you ; 
But of himfelf he will not fpeak at all ; 
But what he hears of me, (hall he declare. joSo 

The blefs'd apoftles, by the Spirit fent, 
Sought not themfelves to magnify ; but Him 
Who call'd, cqmmiffion'd, qualify'd, and taught 
*^hem to proclaim the gofpel to the world. ' 1084 

Chrift's doftrine, manners, miracles, combined 
v " To prove, beyond exception, hiqi tp he 

" ' '" ' "'' ' The 



•i 



Book L] HIS BIRTH AND LIFE. . ^| 

The great Mefliah, Saviour of the world ; 

Of whom both Mofes and the Prophets wrote. 

^for, in one inftance, did he ever fail 

T accomplifh their predictions, of the ftate 109Q 

Of his humility, and bitter grief, 

Thro' which he pafs'd, on earth, to fayp mankinds 

Here, then, we paufe a while ; and Him adore, 
Who left the regions of eternal blifs, 
-And tabernacled in our world of woe, 10 9S 

And bore our ills, to bring our fouls relief* 
■Oh ! could we praife him as his love demands I 
,And render homage, and obedience due, 
To that great name, which merits all renown J 
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THE PASSION. 

OWHAT a theme employe my humble mufe ! 
Already have I Iketch'd the virtuous life 
Of my Rfedemcr o'er; and now attempt 
To piirit the wounds — the forrows — -he hath felt. 
Be tun'd my foul to grief, while I relate 5 

The ineritorious fufPrings of the man. 
The dear God-man, who groan'd and bled for me : 
Nor me alone, but all the human race 1 

Can heart conceive, worfls fpeak, or pen defcribe* 
This moft amazing, lieart affedting fcene ? ic* 

Be other woes forgot. This is enough 
To thaw the adamant, and melt the flint. 
O fin, what haft thou done. ?— Not only fill'd 
God's world with woe, but his own Son with pain f 

Where (hall I now begin ? where make an end ? 15 
The tale I tell contains fuch weighty things, 
That I'm unable to exprefs aright. 
But what I can, I will perform — rthe reft 
Muft be r^ferved for nobler thoughts and pens : . 

An<* 
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And I (hall be content, if what I write r lb 

Give no offence to any-~joy to fome. 

r 
• ** t 

. -Begin w?, then, in fad Gethfemane :*- • > 

doleful gaudefc I where our Saviour felt 

That mdft heart-rending agony : that forced 44 

The fweaty like drops of blood, through ev'ry port* 
This was the hour of darknefs, and diftrefs : 
!The 'bitter cbp was brought within his view : 
His tender heart, now fmitten, groaning, cry'd— * 
JULy foul is forrowful; Pm preft to death : 
Abba, my Father ; if it be thy will, gb 

1 pray thee fave me from this dreadful cup : 
JJut, if it may not pafs ; thy frill be done. 
Thrice, on his knees, he pray'd and us'clthis fortfi. 
(Forms are accepted, where the heart is found.) 
Who ever pray'd more eaweftly than he ? $]j 
Or who more certainly was heard ? and yet 

A form he us*d ; and th&fiune words again, '< 
Jind yet again, repeated, prefently. 

r 

A% thus furrounded with the deepeft Woes, 
The Priftce <rf<51ory ftood, (O mournful fight!) 4b 
The pow'rs-of darknefs hover'd round, to tt*y 
What might be dofte, to make his courage fail. 
In this. extremity, they fobp'd to find 
An opportunity ; for often had they wilh'd 
To bring hiln to abandon his intent 45 

pf faviftg mafe> by fufTttng death for biftu 

To 
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To compafs this, they watch'd the very hour, 

When Sin, with all its horrors and deferts ; 

And Death, with all its terrors, woes, and pains ; 49 

God's wrath, with all the vengeance due to crimes j 

Were plac'd before his eyes, in dread array : 

Then they appeared in hideous forms, no doubt ; 

And w.ork'd upon his fancy, with their arts, 

(As black as hell itfelf) ; and fought to fill 

His mind with gloomy, ftrange, foreboding fears. 55 

Dcfpair, with all its horrid, difmal train ^ 

Was ready, at their heels. Th* ingratitude 

Of man they painted, with the darkeft tints 

That hell could furnifti for this black defiga. 

By this they fought to turn his love to wrath, 60 

And make his foul rejedt the human race. 

They threw thefe hellifh darts, like fhowers of hailj 

To difcompofe and terrify his mind, 

This v(zs an agonizing fcene, indeed ! 
More grievous, far, than in the wildernefs. 6g 

This was die time of Satai^ greateft pow'r, 
When moft he prov'd the Stone, the tried Stone ; 
But Jefus flood, nor gave the tempter room 
To boaft, that over him he had prevail'd. 
Put fore the conflict was ;— an angel came 70 

To ftrengthen him, while fainting in the field. 

O, what a fight was here ! —Could mortis know 
The pain and forrow which oqr Saviour felt ; 

MethinkSj 
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Methinks, they could not chufe but mourn for him. 
His heart became, through grief, like yielding wax; 
While ours* O ftrange ! are hard as adamant. 76 

Behold, the dear Redeemer comes, to meet 
The armed band, with Judas at their head; 
judas, the traitor, who betray'd his Lord : 
Bct&y'd him with a kifs. O treafon foul! 80 

For love of money ! Curfed luft> indeed ! 
O cruel bafenefs ! ne'er to be forgiv'n. 
How could'ft thou fell him ? fell thy kindeft friend ? 
Sell him to cruel monfters, tygers, wolves ! 
To men unworthy to behold his face ! $5 

The vileft mifcreants in the univerfe I 

O Judas, thou hadft kindeft warning giv'n; 
Didft thou hot hear his blefled mouth declare— 
The Son of man muft go, as 'tis decreed ; 
But woe to him by whom he is betray'd : 90 

Good for that man if he had ne'er been born ? 

Forth went the Son of God to meet his foes : 
And fearlefs thus demanded — Whomjeekye ? 
Jefus of Nazareth, I AM; faid he. 
He 'fpake with pow'r; they heard, and backwards 
went, j£ 

And ftagg'ring fell, extended on the ground. 
A ray of his divinity fhone forth; 
Which fhew'd how eafily he could deftroy. 

But 
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But ftill he fpar'd them ; yea, and gaye them leave 
Uo take and bind him with their barbarous hands. 
H^gave them pow'r to rife, or they hadfyira ipt, 
As vi6tims*to the jirftice of their God, 
And martyrs to the caufe they undertook. 

But fee, they drag him, as the bafeft thief^ 
And in tumultuous manner him furround j jioj^ 

Till to the palace of the prieft they came. 
They enter there. Poor Peter follows oh : 
iftut 'twas a melancholy night to him. 
How fhamefully he fell !— -A Warning this* 
*5o thofe who truft their native powYto ftand : n$ 
Lctfuch take heed, left they fliould alfo fall. 
How bold was he before the trial came ! 
Though all men fliould deny thee, I will not : 
Though deadi fliould be my lot for owning thcd'' 
But when, in hicklefs hour, the maid beheld. ujf 
Ihe poor man quaking through exceffive fear* 
Fixing her eyes on him with leering looks, 
Shefoon began, with tauntings, thus to fpeak~ 
Thbu alfo waft with Jefus.— Nay, '(faidhe) 
I $o not underftand what 'tis thou fay'ft. iia 

"Boot man, where is thy courage now ? ah ! whera 
Thy boafted zeal, to fuffer with thy Lord 3 
What, difregard an hoft of armed men ! 
Yet fear 6ti6 little maid ! I pity thee. 
'Tis very ftjange, but no moreftrange than true, 125 

That 
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That men are more afraid of tongues than fwords* 
The rage erf tongues, and pow'r of evil men, 
Are deprecated in the Scriptures, more 
Than all. the evils of Our lives befide. 

The foe of man, thus finding Peter weak, 13d 
Defiring ftill to fift him ta the foul j 
Soon prompts another maid to make remarks : 
This fellow was with him of Nazareth. 
Which Peter, with an oath, again denies $ 
And thus declares— I do not know the man. 134 
What now, deny thy Lord a fecond time ? 
And lie, and swear, to make thy lies believed ? 
If thou could'ft not thyfelf believe without, 
Who will believe thee, with thine oaths ? Not they 
To whom thoufpakeft: for they foon agreed * 14a 
That thou waft one of his difciples : known 
By one who faw thee in the garden; who 
Decked the fame before the gather'd throng t 
*Bhey knew thy Galilean dialed, 
And were in their opinions more confinn'd* ' . 145 
This mafter'dall thy courage, love, and zeal. 
O Peter, now, I feel for thee> indeed ! 
O could'ft thou humbly, then, have own'd thy fettle ! 
But thou didft venture on to greater ills* 
And adcted imprecations tothihe oaths, 1*50 

To ipake them think thou could'ft no fcrvant b*- 
To fuch a mafter; being fo unlike 
To him, who never fpoke a froward word* - 

(Sad 
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(Sad cafe, when Ghriftiahs fin, left men (hould think 
Them fervants of the great fin-hating God;) 155 

But, at the fecond crowing of the cock* 
Our Saviour look'd o$ Peter — now he thought 
Upon thofe warnings giv'n to him before ; 
Which then he heeded not ; but now had learnt 
To truft himfelf no more, fince he had faiPd. 160 
Then out he went, and bitterly did weep. — 
*Tis faid, that ever after, when he heard 
The crowing of the cock, his tears ran down, 
(At the remembrance of fo fad a crime) 
Till furrows might be feen upon his cheeks. i6j 

Now to the Son of God we will retutri ; 
Whofe cruel fufPrings more demand our foa 3. 

The proud high-prieft interrogated him-*- 
Who are thy followers ? and thy do&rine what? 
Chrift anfwer'd — In the fynagogue I fpake, 1 fo 

And in the Temple ; where the Jews refort. 
In fecret, nothing difPrent have I faid* 
Go a& qiy hearers $ they can teftify 
What Pve deelar'd to them: for well they know* 
Why then afk me, when others may be found* 175 
Who (being unconcerned) may tell the truth ? 
Or doll thou afk me with a mean defign, 
To make my words alone my felf condemn ? 
Til ^jifwer nothing; feek your proofs elfewhere* 

At 
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At this enrag'd, an under officer, 180 

Of fpirit mean, ftruck Jefus with his hand; 
And gave the Lord a mod Indignant blow ; 
(Perhaps die firft of all that he receiv'd) 
And thus addrefs'd him, in a furly tone— 
Ah, doft thpu anfwer thus to the high prieft ? 185 
To which infuit, the lovely Lamb repiy'd : 
If I have fpoken evil, (hew me where ; 
But if I've anfwer* d well, why finite me thus ? 

Ah cruel man ! a pris'ner thus to treat, • 
For fpeaking mildly in his own defence ! 190 

Suppofe him guilty, is it not enough, 
That he mull be adjudg'd to fuffer death ? 
Muft brutal cruelties, and rude infults, 
Be added, to compleat the fum of woe ? 

How eagerly the cruel brutes delir'd . 1 9 £ 

To find fonie evidences, true or falfe, 
fy which they might condemn the Son of God : 
But noi>e could find. At laft, two perjur'd liars 
B$qp witnefs, that they heard this fellow^fay — 
God's temple I am able to deflroy 5 * ^00 

And ift itece days to raife it up again. 
(But in tibfiir ^evidence they difagreed) 
To which the Lord vouchfafed no reply. 

Then the high prieft arofe, and thus he fpake : 
Wfcy doft thou not fome anfwer make to this ? 205 

£ Now, 
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Now, by the living God, I thee adjure, 

Declare the truth — nor longer us deceive— 

Art thou the Chrift, the Son of God the Bleft .? 

Adjur'd by this great name, he quick teply'd, 

I am; and ye (hall all hereafter fee 210 

The Son of man, enthron'd at God's right hand, 

And coming in the clouds of heav'n,, with pow'r. 

This anfwer, which they wi(h'd,enrag'd them: all;. 
And, Blafphemy ! they inftantly exclaim'd ; 
What further need .of witnefles have we ? 215 

Hefs fully guilty, and deferves to die. 

Then did they fpit in the Redeemer's face, 
And fmote him with their fifts, and open hands. 
Some fay, their hands were claath'd with iron gloves ; 
And that they plucked off his hair and beard. 220 
Thus to the fruiters he- did give his back, 
His cheeks to thofe that plucked off his hair : 
From fliatne and fpitting did riot, hide his face. • *.*: 
They mock'd, derided, and blindfolded him; - 
And like ungodly children playiag rudely, .. zzg 
Strpak on his cover'd face, and mocking faid— . 
Thou Chrift, come prophefyV who fmote thee now f 
* And many things, blafphemoufly, they fpake 

Againft the lovelieft of the human race '' 

That one, exceeding all the fons of men, . 230 

Had his fwfcet form' and vifege forely marrM* 

But 
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But JefuS me6kly bore their taunting feoffs ; 
Nor threatened once through all the fufPring feene* 

Thus they abused him till the early dawn* 
When the Sanhedrim met a fecond time* 13 J 

Him to condemn iii form, and yield him up, . ' 
For execution, to the Roman pow'r ; 
Hoping that Pilate, cruel and unjuft* 
Would hqver ftand to afk the reafon why; 
But fentence him to death without delay, £40 

Thus confident, they bound his faered hands, 
And led him forth to Pilate's judgment-hall; 
But they, poor fouls, were now fo righteous grown^ 
They durft not enter in, left they fhould be 
Defil'd* unfit to, eat the paflbver I 24^ 

The murder of the Juft they did ncit fear j ■ ■ ■ 
All night they plotted how to ihed his blood j 
But this defiled not their eonfeiences j 
pollution of the flefh they dreaded more^ 
Than all die ftains of guilt produe'd by- firi; 4 ja 

A camel fwallow'd, at a gnat they ftrain'd^ 
As happens frequently to thofe who placd 
More ftrefs on forms, and rights and outward things 
Than on the great effential s of the law : 
Who tythes of cummin, mint, and annife pay ; 25 j. 
But juftice, mercy, faith, and love of God, 
They lightly pafs, or wholly difregardi 

Ea When 
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When Judas fitw that Jefus was condemn'd, 
Defpairing, he return'd the price of blood 
To thofe who hir'd him to betray his Lord ; 260 
Crying, I've finned, the innocent betray'd; 
What's that to us? (fay they) look thou to tfcat. 
Defpair and horror feia'd his foul at once 5 
The confequences of hi$ crime appear'd 
Too dreadful for his tottur'd mind to bear : &$£ 
Hecaft the money down, and hang'd himfetf. 
(An awful warning this to treach'rous mem) 
The thirty pieces bought the potter's field $ 
(As ZecHariah long before declar'd) 
The field of Hood, to bury ftrangere in. ayo 

Chrift brought to Pilate, ifc by Jews acctu'd) 
Not of blafphemy, but feditkm now, 
And fetting up himfelf to be ft king j 
The better to ekpofe him to the rage 
And fiercenefs of the Roman governor* tjg 

Much they atcus'd him : but he filent ftooA, 
And like a harmless lamb, to daughter led, 
Ofjfoeep before her <heawt*s brought, is dumb j 
Bf*n fo was Chrift ; he open'd not his mouth. 
Which fill'd the judge with #0ftder -and concern. *te 
Then Pilate thus demanded— Say, art thou 
The Jewifh King ? Jefus teptyM — lam! 
But to inform thee rightly of Ais thing, 
My kingdom is not of this prefent world : 
For if it were, my fervants fore would fight, 2$$ 

That 
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That I might be deliver^ from the Jew* ; 

But now 'tis plain, my kingdom's not from hence ; 

My reign with Caefar's doth not interfere ; 

I role in hearts, by love* and not by force. 

I'm come a witnefs for the truth of God $ 290 

This was the purpofe of my birth and life, 

And this (hall.be accompliih'd by my death. 

When Pilate heard thefe words he was convinc'd^ 
That Jefus Chrift did not deferve to die ; 
And faid— In him I find no fault at all. 395 

The priefts, fcribes, rulers, Pharifees^ chagf ij&'d 
At Pilate's flow deliberation, faid — 
He ftirreth up the people, (mighty crime !) 
And teacheth all from hence to Gallike ; 
(And need enough they had of being taught) 300 
But whaf he taught they did not chufe to tell. 

When Pilate heard that he of right belongM 
To Herod's jurifdi&ion, him he fent 
To Herod, who was at Jenifalem ; 
Hoping to fhift the burden, crime* and blame, 305 
To other hands : But here, alas, he faiPd. , 1* 
Herod was glad to fee the grifoner 5 
For he had often heard hifc wond'r$u3 fame, 
And hop'd to fee fome mighty miracle 
By Jefus wrought: But dikppointed, foon 510 

loftead of worihippingj he ridiGuks* 

E 3 Ancjl 
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And treats 'the Saviour as an Ideot ; 

And fends him back to Pilate, all array'd 

With robes and enfigns of mock majefty. 

But this complaifance heal'd an open breach ; 313 

Herod and Pilate from that day were friends. 

« 

When Chrift return'd> the judge refum'd his feat : 

But foon a meffage from his wife was brought — 
With that juft man have nothing more to do 2 
For much I've fuffer'd in a dream this day 3 320 

And much I fear left you fhould give confent 
To put that righteous holy One to death : . 
Which thing avoid, or we (hall meet a fate 
Moft terrible ; deftru&ion fwiftly flies, 

O had he hearkened to his wife's advice ! 325 

It would have been by far the fafeft courfe. 
But peradventure he might think her weak, 
Or fuperftitious, fearful, credulous. 
But I am fipt to think he fear'd the more, 
And wifh'd to pacify, thfe angry Jews, 330 

Without condemning Jefus Chrift to die ; 
For of his innocence he was convinc'd. 

But Pilate now a propofition made, 
Which he imagin'd would fucceed at once ; 
'Twas cuftomary, at the pafchal-feaft, 335 

To fet fome prifoner at liberty ; 
• And let the people have their choice in this* 

Now, 
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Now, thought the governor, I'm fure to five. 

The life of Jefus ; for I will propofe 

Him, and the noted robber, Barabbas ; 340 

And one of them I will this day releafe : 

And, fure the people cannot be fo mad 

As to prefer a murderer to him, 

Who is fo meek, fo kind, fo innocent { 

But how was he furpriz'd to fee their rage ! 345 
They chofe the murd'ring robber, clampur'd loud— ■- 
Away with Jefus — crucify him n<nv. 
He fpake again — In him no fault I find ; 
Him will I fcourge, if that will fatisfy — 
('Tis more than he deferves) then fet him free. 350^ 
But ftill they yell'd, and roar'd, and cry'd aloud — 
Away wilbjucb a man, and let him die ! 
Why ? (faid the judge) What evil hath. he done ? 
I<S*ill chaftife him now, and let him go. 
But with loud voices, inftant they requir'd 355 

That he fhould be deliver'd to. their wilj. 

When Pilate faw that nothing could prevail, 
But that the more he urg'd, the worfe they grew ; " 
Up £a!Td for water, walh'd his hands, and faid — 
Let me be clear from this juft perfon's blood $ 369 
Innocent blood!, look to it, then, yourfelves. 
At which the multitude profanely faid— 
His blood be on us y qndour children too. 
iropious fpegch ! .how dreadful was thi? guilt ! 

: E 4 " T|e 
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Then was the bleft Redeemer forely fcourgfd, 3$$ 
By Pilate's order ; for he hop'd to move 
The cruel-hearted jews to let him live. 
The Roman band on this occafion call'd, 
Not only whipp'd him till his bones were bare, 
But plac'd a crown of thorns upon his head, 37a 

And put a reed, for fceptre, in his hand, 
And cloth'd him in a royal purple robe; 
Then took the reed, and fmote him on the head ; 
And bow'd the knee in fcorn, and mocking faid-— 
All bail, O King of Jews ! we worjhip thee ! 375 

Then fpitting in his face, they breath'd contempt, 
And fmote him with their hands, and bruis'd him 
fore. 

In this fad plight our Saviour forth was led, 
That hardened Jews to pity might incline; 
While Pilate cry'd aloud — Behold the man ! 380 
I bring him forth to you, that ye may know 
That in him I can find no feult at all 
See what he hathendur'd ! Sure 'tis enough. 

But all the priefts, and fcribes, and rabble rout, 
Cry'd as before— *Let him be crucify* d< 3S5 

Take him and crucify him, then, yourfelvesj 
For he is faultlefs in my fight : faid he. 
We have a law by which he might to die 5 
Becaufe he made himfelfthe Son of God. 
This Pilate he&rd ; but was the more afraid ; 3^0 

And 
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And went again into the judgment-hall, 

And faith to Jefus — Tell me. Whence art thou ? 

But Chrift no anfwer to his-queftion gave. 

At which the judge amaz'd, addrefs'd him thus : 

Wilt thou not fpeak to me ? Doft thou not know 395 

My pow'r extends both to thy death and life ? 

Thee I can cfucify, or can releafe. 

But Jefus (aid — No power emdd'ft thou have 

To queftion or condemn, unlefs 'twere giv'n. 

This God permits/, and therefore do mt boajt* 490 

But as thou haft not thirftedfor my blood, 

So my betrayer hath the greater Jin* 

Thefe words made Pilate tremble; and reTohre 
To fethim free in fpite of Jewifli rage. 
Which when the Jews perceiv'd, they cry'd, at once, 
If thou doft let him go, we wiU complain 406 

To Caefar ; for he makes himfelf a king. 
And if thou doft releafe him, we (hall know 
Thou'rt Caefar's enemy, and not his friend. 
And foon thy conduct (hall be known at Rome j 410 
And thou (halt lofe thy poft, and furely feel 
The hot difpleaftire of the emperor. 

This ftagger'd Pilate's courage ; for he knew 
The jealous temper of the Roman lord. 
Nor was he unacquainted with the Jews 5 415 

Determin'd, furious, infolent, and fierce ; 
r ^k hatred cn^i, &eir jevenge fevcye. 

Befides, 
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Befides he was obnoxious unto them ; 

And much he fear'd from their accufing tongues. 

He knew that he had rul'd with iron hand, 420 

And often, by oppreffion, had provok'd 

£ nation, whofe known charader had been . 

Proud, unforgiving, obftinate, and bold ; 

And therefore, to ingratiate himfelf 

With that perfidious people, and avoid . 425 ; 

The fierce refentment of Tiberius, 

Againft his better knowledge, .mov'd by fear, 

(The fear of man, which always brings a fnare) 

He yielded that the Juft One ihould be flain. 

O Sin ! what cowards doft thou make of men ! 430 
Had Pilate always mov'd by virtue's rules, 
Had he been faithful, juft, impartial, good, 
Noble, benevolent, humane, and kind, 
Had worth and dignity ennobled him, 
He had not fear'd the threat'nings of the Jews 5 435 
Or gave them up the Saviour of mankind ; 
Nor ever fentene'd innocence to die ; 
Nor dreaded jealous Csefar's fierceft rage. 
But having by his crimes expos'd himfelf, 
He fought by other crimes, to gain applaufe; 440 
And fo, againft his light condemn'd the Lord. 
But this, fo far from making him fecure, 
Brought on deftru&ion, fwift and terrible. 
For notwithftanding this his wicked adt, 
In which he gaye up conference, foul, and God, 44$/ 
, ' To 



■ Book II.] THE PASS10K. & 

To gain the favour of this wicked race, 

And to preferve his int'reft ftill at court ; 

Yet foon the Jews accus'd him to his lord : 

On which Tiberius calTd him to return, 

And anfwer for himfelf. But when he came^ 450 

His ads unjuft, oppreffive, fully prov'd, 

Procur'd his downfal, ruin, and difgrace ; 

For being banifli'd into Gaul, 'tis faid, 

He fuffer'd greateft (hame and mifery $ 

Until, at laft, by his own hands he dy'd. 455 

A dreadful warning this to men in pow'r ! 

Who truft in princes favour, truft the wind : 

The higher rais'd, more dreadful is their fall. 

Oourt-fav'rites ftand upon a precipice ; 

An icy fteep, from whence but few efcape ! 460 

Moft fall a prey — their funfhine ends in bloods — 

Their glory fets in clouds, no more to fhinew 

Tbey fall unpity'd, ne'er to rife again. 

When Pilate thus by threats was terrify'd, 
He chang'd his mind, and brought the Saviour forth, 
And down upon his judgment-feat he fits, 466 

Almoft perfuaded Jefus to condemn. 
If i$ hopes of gaining on the Jews were gone ; 
But with contempt he fpake — Behold your king ! 
Away, away, (they cry'd) him crucify 47c* 

Pilate, determin'd to confirm at once, 
Th* authority of Caefar over them, 
Which they fo long had dared to difpute, 

Rejoin'd 
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Rejoin'd — Wba t, Jhall I crucify your king ? 
They anfwer'd — We've no king but Cafar now. 475 
By this he gain'd the point at which he aim'd $ 
And which he might have fought, and fought in 

vain, 
Had not the Jews* been filPd with cruel hate 
To Jefus Chrift, their rightful Lord and King : 
Which made them now acknowledge Cae(ar*a right, 
And therefore juftify'd the Roman war; 48 1 

Which queird their bold rebellion, and deftroy'd 
Their temple as the Saviour had foretold ; 
And fcatter'd all their nation through the earth. 
He compafs'd thus his ends ; they compafs'd theirs : 
Caefar, as fov'reign lord, was recogniz'd 486 

Murd'rous, feditious Barabbas releas'd, 
And Jefus to the crofs was now condemn'd. 
The purple robes exchanged for his own, 
To crucifixion inftant he was led. 490 

The tranfverfe beam he carry'd on his back, 
Till, weak and finking. underneath his load, 
A ftranger was compelTd the fame to bear* 

The holy Jesus ftill had female friends. 
Bleft women had attended him through life— 49$ 
Had feen his miracles, his doftrine heard— 
Had fed him with their fubftance, and fupply'd, 
From out their little fulnefs, all his wants-** 
Had pour'd that ointment on his feet and head, 
Which was moft coftly ; Though by fomt cftecmM 

A vain. 
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A vain expence, 'twas by the Lord approv'd. 501 
Nor did they leave him in his hours of pain ; 
But wept, bemoan'd, and wail'd him to the lad. 
While men blafphem'd, more tender women cry'd. 
They fhew'd their love and fympathizing hearts, 505 
By Handing near the crofs till he expir'd j 
Then waiting to attend him to the grave. 
When they had fcen his body fafbly lodg'd, 
Thence they departed, ointments to prepare, 
And coftly fpiccs, to embalm his flefli ; $10 

Prompted by love, were early at the tomb. 
To woman firft the rifen Lord appear'd ; 
And woman firft prodatm'd the joyfol »c\rs t 
By the authority of Christ our King. 

O Woman, thy memorial fliall be fweet ? < -515 
The bleft remembrance of the krndnefe (hewn 
By female fouls $0 Jesus while on earth, 
Shall draw .a veil of charity to hide 
Thofe faults and weaknefles to which they lean, 
Christ was of woman born, by woman alirsVt» 520 
By woman fuckkd, dandled, and ador'd ; 
By woman bleft, lov'd, prais'd, and entertain '<! ; 
Believ'd, own'd, follow'd, hearkened to, obey'd. 
Fed, cloth'd, reliev'd* anointed, comforted* 
Supply'd in life, bemoaned in his death ; 5*$ 

Conftant they ftood, while men like cowards fled. 
(Such hardinefs in females we admire) 
They lov'd their Saviour to the end, with warmth 5 

Dead 
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Dead or alive they ftill attended him, 

Waiting, and minift'ring to all his wants. 530 

Firft feen by woman-kind was Jesus ris'n, 

Firft touch'd, firft worlhipp'd, and proclaimed by 

% , them. i 

We never read of any females found * 

Among the perfecutors of our Lord. 
Did any woman ever mock or rail, 535 

Revile, blafpheme, oppofe, defpife, or hate 
The Son of God, thro' all his pilgrimage ? 

Another thing I mention to their praife, 
Is their attention and known readinefs 
To hear, learn, and obey the word of God. 540 

And through all ages it hath been obferv'd, 
That women more than men have fought the Lord, 
Remained more true and faithful in his caufe. 
They followed him when he the crofs did bear. 

As they bewaiFd him, Jesus turn'd and faid, 545 
Daughters of Salem, weep no more for me ; 
But for y out f elves, and children, wail and mourn. 
Behold, the dreadful days are at the door 
When blejfedfhall the barren womb be call'd, 
And breafts that never gave their children fuck. 5 
Tbenjball they fay to mountains. Fall on us, 
And call on rocks and hills to cover them. 
For if the fire ccnfumes the growing tree, 



.Book II.] ? he PAssiotf. ••••:■ 6£ 

Jfow will it prey upon and burn the dry ! 

If I, who ne'er offended, fuffer thus, $$$ 

What fearful woes Jerufalem muft know ! 

O how exadtly were thefe words fulfillM, 
When the deftruftion of that city came ! ?..!:„.• 
When by the famine, peftilence, andfword, 
In one fhort fiege, more than a million fell. 560 

Where mothers, ftarv'd for food, their infants flew. 
And fed upon their mangled carcafes. 
When thoufarids crucify'd around the walls, 
Might put the. Jews in mind of what, this day, 
Was done to Jesus, by their own defire* .$&g 

• But now to ghaftly Golgotha we come ; -• ' ! . " 
A place without the gates/ and deem'd accurft. 
Twas calTd The place of /culls 3 for reafons plain ; 
for criminals were executed there, 
A^d alfo bury'd. : . £>ur Redeemer's grave 5 70 

Was there appointed by his murderers ; 
But was by Gob'Qrdain'd with the rich man. 

c fiut O, what wordfe cirifpeak the doleful grief 
That Jefus felt in >that tremendous, hour ! 
Aflift me, Saviour, to defcribe thy pain, 575 

Thou beareft ftill ip mind thy bloody fweat; 
Thy fhameful crofe; the fufPfings thou didft feeL 
break, my hecrt, : .while I relate thy woes ! 
When he arriv'4 arthe appointed place, . 

Thejr 
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They ftript him naked, bor'd his hands and feet, 580 

With cruel irons nail'd him to the crofs $ 

Then rear'd him up betwen the earth and heav'ns, . 

As tho' of neither worthy ; when of both 

He was the maker, and the rightful heir. 

Between two thievfes they hung him, to dilgrace, 58$ 

As much as pofsible, his memory. 

Now we behold him on the curfed tree* 
Ah, who can bear the fight ! his foul is fill'd 
With deepeft forrow, and his flefti with pain. 589 
See how it quakes and trembles ! View this fcene, 
O finner, till thy heart diflblres in tears. 

*Tis faid; our dreams are pictures of our thoughts 
When we're awake, continu'd in ourileep. 
But fuch a vifion once in fleep I had 
Of Jesus crucify'd, as far outwent 595 

All the conceptions I had ever form'd, 
In all my meditations on this theme*—* 
Methought I faw the Saviotir crucify'd : 
Naked upon the fatal wood he hung ; 
The crown of thorns tfemain'd upon his head, 600 
And drops of blood ran trickling down his flclb, 
Which trembled with the agony he felt. 
His ikin appeared to me like Kly fair, 
Save that it was disfigur'd o'er with wounds, 
And blufh'd, as if the blood would iffue forth. 605 
Silejit he hung $ grief, pity, innocence, 

Were 
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Were pi&ur'd oh his Face. Around there flood 

The greateft multitude I e'er beheld. 

Mod feeing to mock, reproach, and ridicule 

The SufPrer ; who with patience bore it all. 6 10 

Such courage, love, and zeal, infpir'd my breaft, 

As in degree I never felt till then. 

(O might I always feel the fame through life !) 

Upon my knees I bow'd, and thus I pray'd — »■ 

Lord, thee I own my Saviour, in thee truft; 6*5 

Though now I fee thee hang in deep difgrace 2 

I caft my foul into thy arms of pow'r. 

So confident am I that thou canft fave, 

That I depend on thee, and thee alone t 

Nay, I rifk all on this foundation firm ; ^20 

And never wifti to be redeem'd at all, 

If thou art not the Saviour of mankind* 

And art not able to redeem my foul. 

i 
Thus thrive I pfay'd upon my bended knees, 

And &t the third time thus my Lord addrefsM : 62$ 

Be comforted, dear Lord, for thou (halt fee 

The travail of thy foul, and be content. 

Thy pains, though grievous, (hall not-long endure. 

For foon (halt thou be honoured with a crown ; ' 

And thou (halt rule according to thy wifti. 63a 

Not long (halt thou continue in the grave, 

But foon to gloriqus immortality , 

Shalt rife — no more to fuffer, but to reign— • 

And (halt be fatisfy'd for all thy woe. 

F The 
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The Saviour heard me, but no anfwer gave; 635 
But caft a look of love, that fatisfy'd 
And fill'd my heart with blifs unfpeakable* 
Then I awoke, and lo, it was a dream ; 
Yet ftill it lives, and fpeaks, and warms my foul ! 

How oft did Jesus fpeak upon the crofs ? 640 
What were his dying words ? Come, let us hear* — 
When firft they pierc'd fiis hands and feet, and nail'd 
Him to the curfed tree, and rear'd him up, 
And made him hang in agonizing tortures, 
By thofe extremities, fo full of nerves, 645 

So fenfible of pain the moft acute ; 
His blefled mouth firft open'd in a pray'r :— 
Forgive them ; for they know not what they do ; 
O Father : faid the dying Son of God. 

Among the many wonders of that day, €50 

The thiePs converfion cannot be the leaft, 
While one revil'd, the other him reprov'd, 
Confefs'd his crimes, and juftify'd the law 
By which he fuffer'd, and proclaim'd aloud 
The innocence of Chrift — then turn'd to him, 6$$ 
By living faith, divine, unparallePd, 
And faid— O Lord, I pray remember me, 
If hen thoujhalt to thy heav'nly kingdom come. 
What lively faith was this ! to truft a man 
Expiring on a crofs, hated, accurs'd ! 660' 

To caft his foul into the arms of one 
That feem'd unable to redeem himfelf I 
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To call him Lord, and pray to him as fuch ! 
How faith had open'd and improv'd his fight ! 
He feem'd to view that age as yet to come 665 

When Christ in glory (hall to earth defcend, 
Here to be honour'd, where he fuffer'd (hame. 
Our dear Redeemer caft the kindeft look 
On him ; and thus, in fweeteft accents, fpake — 
Tboufhalt not wait fo long for happine/s : 670 

For verily, before this day /hall end, 
Thy foul fhaU enter to the bleft abodes 
Of paradife\ where thou /halt fee my face, 
And be admitted as a tenant there. 

So fpake our Lord ; then looking down he faw 675 
His mother, and the lov'd difciple, ftand. 
To her he faid — Woman, behold thy fon. 
(Meaning that John fliould be a fon to her.) 
To him — Behold thy mother; take her home: 
What thoujhalt do for her is done to me. 680 

The well-beloved heard, and foon obey'd. 

But now, what folemn darknefs .veils the ikies ! 
The fun withdrew his rays, as though.it fhunn'd 
That fight fo terrible, and would not fhine 
On men who dar'd to crucify their Lord. — 685 
But Oh ! the darknefs that o'erwhelm'd his foul, 
When God the Father hid his fmiling face ! 
And the Divinity quiefcent was ! 
Dh ! hear his cry — his mournful accents hear ! — 

Fa Eh 61 
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ELOI ELOI, LAMA SABACHTHANI ? 69O 

Myjlrong God, why haft thou for faken me? 
Why art thou gone from me fo far away ; 
And doit not hear my long, my fad complaint ? 

God, my God, I cry in the day time, 

And in die filent night behold I fpeak. 695 

But thou art holy, righteous, juft, and good, 

Surrounded with the praifes of thy faints. 

Our fathers trufted in thy name of old ; 

They trufted, and thou didft deliver them : 699 

To thee they cry'd, and thou preferv'd their fouls: 

They hop'd in thee and were not put to fhame. 

But what am I ? a weak, a feeble worm ; 

Seem fcarce deferving of the name of man ! 

People defpife me ; men reproach my name ; 704 

Shame and reproach have broke my tender heart \ 

And lies have oft defam'd my character. 

No wonder that I'm full of heavinefs ; 

For when I look'd for pity, there was none . 

For comforters I fought, but none could find, 

1 am become the drunkards jeft and fong ; 710. 
The meaneft- people fpeak againft my life. 

AH that behold me laugh my foul to fcorn, 

Shoot out their lips, and wag their heads, and fay— 

In God he trufted, let him now redeem 

His life,Jince he delighted in him Jo * n 715* 

But thou art he that took me from the womb ; 

Thou mad'ft me hope upon my mother's breafts ; 

Thou art my God, my portion from my birth.. 

Be 
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Be not far from me ; troubles 'are at hand; 

My forrows come ; and there is none to help. 720 

Strong bulls of Baftian have befet me round, 

They gape upon me with their open mouths, 

As roaring lions, ravening and fierce. 

Like water I am pour'd upon the earth ; 

And all the bones in me are out of Joint. 725 

My heart is melted in my breaft, like wax; 

My marrow's dry ; my ftrengh is wholly gone ; 

And to my jaws my parched tongue doth cleave : 

Into the dreary duft of death I'm brought. 

The congregation of the wicked ones, 730 

Like dogs, have compafs'd and enclofed me : 

My hands and feet they pierced through and through: 

My bones are diflocated, and my flefh 

Is fo confum'd, that I may count them all. 

They look and ftare upon me in the face. 735 

My garments they do part among themfelves - 9 

And on my vefture they do call their lots. 

JJut O, Jehovah, be not far away; 

O thou, my ftrength, hafte thee to help me now I 

Lord, fave my foul from the deftroying fword, 740 

My darling from the power of the dog. 

Deliver me from the fierce lion's mouth. 

The unicorns have forely worry'd me ; 

But thou haft heard me from their dreadful horns. 

Thus did the fufTring Saviour weep and mourn ! 
As David hid in fpirit long foretold, 746 

F3 The 
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The firft part of this pray'r was utter'd loud ; 
Thofe that flood by (not underftanding well 
The Hebrew language, which was almoft loft 
Among the common people) thought he call'd 750 
Elias to deliver him ; or elfe, 
They meant to mock him in his greateft pangs. 
Lefsjee if he will come to take him down* 
Or let him now dt/cend, andfave him/elf; 
And we will then believe, and in 1 him trujl. 755 

v Thus fpake they tauntingly. But Jefus ftill 
Continu'd fighing out his humble pray'r : 
But fpake the reft in fecret. And was heard 
By God the Father for his piety. 

Now he perceiv'd his fufPrings near their clofe ; ' 
And that the Scriptures might be all fulfilled, 761 
He cry'd aloud upon the crofs — / thirft.— 
For what did Jesus thirft ? for water ? Yes ; 

. But more he thirfted for the fouls of men 1 
And, to compleat the work he undertook 5 763 

To finifli all his forrows, and obtain 
The great reward of all his pain and woe. 
When thus he cry'd — in vinegar they dipp'd 

, A fpunge, and put it on a reed, and held 
It to his blefled mouth, that he might drink. 770 
Then might he fay — They gave me gall for meat-, 
And with four vinegar my thirft they mock'd. — 
When Jesus hadreceiv'd this loathfome draught, 
Aloud he cry'd—' Tisfnifhed. Then faid — 

Father, 
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Father, into thy hands I now commend 775 

Myfpirit ; for thou haft redeemed it. 

Then bow'd his head, and yielded up the ghoft. 

All Nature felt the vaft tremendous ihock ; 
The temple's facred vail was rent in twain — 
The fecrets of the holy place reveal'd, 780 

Shew'd him the great fulfiller of the law ; 
A new and living way was then made known, 
And confecrated through the vail, his flelh. 
Earth quak'd, men trembled, mountains (hook, 

rocks rent, 
Craves open'd; and the Roman Captain cry'd, 785 
This jujl man truly was the Son of God. f 

The people fmote their breads, and, fill'd with awe, 
Returned home, am^z'd at what was done ! 
There fled the greateft foul th^t ever warm'd 
A human bread ! the greateft pris'ner bound 790 
Was then, that ever ijept in death's cold arms ! 

Before we quit this moft affe&ing fight, 
Let us furvey once more the folemn fcene, 
Of infinite importance to mankind. — 
The Saviour's dead!-r-What ? that dear Jefus dead! 
That lovely man, of form divinely fair ! 70$ 

Lament, my foul, the death of thy beft friend ; 
That dy'd for thee, and all the fallen race. 
Why did he die ? — Becaufe he lov'd us all. 
Who fcill'd the Prince of Life ?■— Sin, curfed fin ! «po 

F 4 O wretched 



72 THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRJST. (Book Jk 

wretched me, that I fliould ever love 
So vile a murd'rer ! Lord, I hate myfelf. 
How can I ever love fo bafe a fiend ? 

Vile name! the only thing Jehovah hates. 

1 wonder not, fmce thou haft flain his Son, 805 
That he fliould hate thee ! May I hate thee too, 

O that my head were waters, and mine eyes 

Fountains of tears, whence ftreams inceflantly 

Might flow, at the remembrance of my guilt. 

God may forgive me ; for his mercy's great ; 8 ig 

He is a great forgiver, well 1 know ; 

But never can I Qnce myfelf forgive! 

Aflift me, all ye pow'rs above, to weep! 

To weep the Friend of guilty finners flain ! 

The death of Jesus is aglafs, wherein .815 4 

Sin (hews its ugly face. Come, view it here ! 

How dreadful fin appears, in peftilence, 

In war and famine, earthquakes, te'mpefts, florins, 

Whirlwinds, volcanoes, hurricanes, and plagues, 

And thoufand ills that defolate the globe ! 820 

And could w$ view the difmal dark abodes 

Of .Death and Hell, the manfions of the pit, 

The portrait might be drawn more direful ftill ! 

But in the fufFrings of the Son of God, 

TJie darling of his heart, the heir of hcav'n, 825 

Tranfgreffion's evil nature more appears, 

Than in the ruin of a thoufand, worlds. — 

But, Oh! how wond'rous was the Father's love 

Tp mortal men, that he fo freely gave 

His 
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His well-beloved Son for them to die !•*- 830 

How (hall I vent my grief? my Lord is dead ! 
The white and ruddy Innocent is murder'd ! 
That Chief among ten thpufand chofen ones. 
That head more precious than the fineft gold, 
Was crown'd with thorns, was bruis'd and wounded 
fore! 835 

Thofe beauteous locks of black, or chefnut brown, 
Behold them clotted, filJ^d with duft and blood ! 
Thofe dove like eyes, fo innocent and grave, 
- Behold them cold, and pale, and clos'd in death ! . 
His cheeks, like fpicy beds of fweeteft flow'rs, 840 
Are wither'd, cover'd o'er with mortal pale ! 
His lips, like lilies, dropping fweet perfumes, 
(Thofe words more fweet than honey, milk, or wine) 
Behold their purple colour ! fee, they're dead ! 
Thofe hands, more beauteous far than diamonds 845 
Behold them bloody, wounded, pierc'd, and nail'd ! * 
His body, like the beauteous ivory, 
Behold it mangled o'er with ftfipes and wounds ! 
His bleffed feet that travell'd for our good, 
Behold them torn, by cruel irons bor'd! 85$ 

His legs, like marble pillars fet in gold, 
Behold them cold as marble, dy'd in blood I 
His count'nance, lovely, beautiful, and fair. 
Like Lebanon itfelf, majeftic, grand, 
And as its lofty cedars excellent ; 853 

Behold it pale, distigur'd, bruis'd, and marr'd ! 
That mouth fp charming, fo divinely fweet, 

That 
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That oft was open'd comfort to impart, 

Is dumb ! See how his bleffed jaws are fairn ! 

Behold, his head is bow'd upon his breaft 860 

But yet methinks I fee a fweetnefs there, 

Amidft the wounds and blood that mar his face. 

Behold thofe lorfcs fo placid and ferene, 

Exp'reflive of the temper of his mind ! 

Ye daughters of Jerufalem, that view'd 86$ 

Your dying Lord through ev'ry fcene of grief, 
Tell me, how did my deareft friend depart ? 
What were his dying words ? How did he feem ? 
Pray, did his pain abate before he went ? 
Did he forgive his foes? Pray, did he get 870 

A drop of water for his parched tongue ? 
And did his foes relent, and drop a tear ? 
I afk : but O, your grief forbids your fpeech : 
I fee you drown'd in woes ; I'll afk no more. — 
My grief increafes ! Can I view this fighx, 875 

The Saviour dead, and not diffolve in tears? 
What heart of flint or fteel, but muft relent 
At this fad tragedy ? this depth of woe !— 
Let ev'ry leffer forrow be forgot ; 
This claims our whole attention : no excefs 88q 

Can be committed here. The death of Chrift 
Is fuch a theme, that wakes both grief and love, 
And gives occafion for the fofteft paflions 
To rife, and flow in never ceafing ftreams ! 
What can be worthy of a thought, compar'd 885 

With 
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With this amazing love of him who fhed 
His blood, his life, to fave our guilty fouls? 

5 Tis faid, when Cyrus was engag'd in war, 
Armenia's land he conquer'd, captive took 
The Prince and Princefs > (kind and lovely pair) ! 
The Prince, whofe heart was fet upon his Queen, 891 
Propos'd to Cyrus, if he would reftore 
The Princefs to her liberty, and grant 
To make provifion for her needs, as might 
Befit her royal dignity, that he 89$ 

Would, as a ranfom, freely give his life.— • 
Cyrus was charm'd, and being geii'rous, -gave 
To both their freedom, and reftor'd to them 
Their firft pofTeflions, and became their friend, 
The conqu'ror was applauded, fhouts refound, 900 . 
O Cyrus ! gen'rous ! brave ! magnanimous ! 
The Prince, tranfported, to his confort turn'd, 
In rapture§ cry'd, What do you think of Cyrus ? 
She anfwer'd, Truly, I did not obferve him. 
£Jpr coldnefs much furpriz'd the Prince, who faid, 
On what then, pray, was your attention fix'd ? 906 
Upon the man, the lovely man, (faid fhe ) 
Who ofFer'd his dear life me to redeem. 

If (he was loft in thought, and fwallow'd up 
In admiration at her hulband's love, 910 

Who only offer'd to refign his life 
Fpr one who lov'd him with the pureft flame ; 

What 
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What fhall we think or fay of God's dear Son, 
The Prince of Heav'n, Beauty's perfe&ion bright: 
Who did not only offer, but who gave 9 15 

His precious life for us while enemies ? 

Break, O my rocky heart, at thought of this ! 
Thy blcfled Saviour gave his life away 
For me before I knew or lov'd his name : 
I was a ftranger and an enemy 2 930 

3ut O, he lov'd me ! I can ne'er repay 
So vaft a debt as to my Lord I owe. 

He dies! weep mortals, weep ! your friend is 
dead ! 
F$jn would I weep ! but Oh, the fountain's dry ! 
My forrow ftill forbids my tears ! O help ! $%$ 

Ye pow'rs above ! — Can holy angels weep ? 
If fo, here is enough to move their grief, 
To fee the Saviour die ! Yet men remain 
Hard-hearted, void of true regard to him, 
.And hear the melancholy tale unmov'd. 93(1 

They weep to hear the puppets of the ftage 
..Deferibe, in tragic tone, the wounds and deaths 
Of lovers, heroes, patriots, and kings ; 
Who ne'er perhaps exifted, but in fiftion ; 
Or, if they did exift, their lives and fortunes 935 
Might be far different from the tales we hear; 
Which frequently are but poetic flights, 
And owe their grandeur to the writer's pen. 

But 
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But grant them true, they cannot us concern i 

We have no int'reft in the various fcenes 940 

Through which they pafs'd i to us 'twould be the 

fame^ 
If they had never been. While here, alas ! 
Where truth furpaffes fable, and needs not 
Invention, or imagination, to fupply 
The want of fafts to decorate the fong ; 945; 

Cold, and unmov'd as ftatues, we remain ! 

Here is a chara&er contains the whole 
That e'er was pi&ur'd lovely, in the tales 
Of all that ever liv'd or dy'd on earth. 
Are you for fcenes of love ? Such fcenes are here 950 
As ne'er were equall'd, and much lefs excelPd* 
The Son of God in love with human kind, 
Took flelh and blood, and, cloth'd in that difguifc* . 
Went through fuch hardlhips, and fuch deep^diftrefs, 
As ne'er were fabled of the fondeft lovers ! 955 

That he might gain our love, and fhew his own. 

Or are you charm'd with patriots, who efpoufe 
Their country's caufe, and perifli in th' attempt 
To free their nation from fome tyrant's pow'r? 
Behold in Chrift the trueft patriotifm! 960 

He brav'd all dangers, undertook the caufe 
Not of one country, but of all mankind : 
Nor yet of thofe wholov'd him, who would fhout 
His praifes loud, and trumpet forth his fame \ 

But 
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But ofthofe very wretches who defpis'd 965 

His perfony fet at nought his works of love, 

Nor ever felt the fmalleft gratitude 

To him who lov'd them, labour'd for their good, 

Sought to deliver them frpm flavery, 

And ftruggling hard with hofts of cruel foes : 970 

Although he gain'd his point, it coft his life. 

The greateft heroes never equall'd this I 
In Chrift the lover, hero, patriot meet , 
Their virtues all in him confpicuous fhine ; 
He merits our applaufe far more than all 975 

That ever have thofe charadters fuftain'd : 
Yet we forget him; O ingratitude ! 
But he remember'd us upon the crofs, 
And hath not yet forgot us, though we treat 
His dying love with fuch unkindnefs cold ! $S& 

Here, melt my heart at thought of what I've been, 
And what the Saviour hath perform'd for me. 
I've been a rebel, he my dying friend ! 
Me he remember'd, him I've oft forgot, 
Though he was worthy the regard of all, 985 

And I unworthy of the fmalleft notice 
E'en of mankind, and how much more of his ! 
But this my friend is dead ! Shall I not mourn ? 
How can my heart be ever pacify'd ? 
Methinks my forrows now begin to flow : 990 

O might they ever bleed, fince Jefus dy'd ! 

Yea, 
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Yea, dy'd for fuch a treacherous foul as mine. 

Why did he fuffer death for fuch a worm ? 

O never, never, can I mourn enough ! 

The lovely One is gone, hath left our world ; 995 

The Prince of perfeft beauty now hath fall'n ; 

And the mod valuable of all lives 

Is taken, (rather fay is giv'n) for men, 

O could my fingers touch the mournful keys, 
How fad, ho.w folemn, fhould the tones be play'd ! 
Or could my tongue, like Jeremy's, lament, 100 1 
The plaintive ftrain fhould fwell ! My Saviour's dead 1 
But pity me ye foft and tender hearts, 
Whofe tears, fall trickling, can affuage your grief; 
Mine ftruggles hard for vent ; no common woe 1005 
Works in my breaft, which heaves the penfive figh f 
Almoft too big for birth. The theme I fing 
Should ne'er be mention'd by a carelefs tongue. 
And can a heart of ftone forbear to melt 
When fuch a tale as this prefents to view ? xoio 

No fiction's here, but all is naked fad, 
In which our deareft interefts are invblv'd. 
(O that we felt and realiz'd it more !) 
Chrift dy'd for you. upon the crofs expir'd ; 
Believe and fympathize, adore and love. 10 15 

My foul, no more forget thy Saviour's love, 
His life and death remember : O the fweat 
In the fad garden ! and the agony 
Upon the fatal tree ! the melting words ! 

Th c 
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The piercing groans ! the deep heart-breaking fighs 1 
The ftripes ! the thorny crown ! the wounds ! the 

. blood ! 1 02 1 

The mockings ! infults ! thirft ! and dying pangs ! 
Let thefe be all remember' d ; nor forget 
The part thy fins have had in wounding him. 
But Oh how feeble are my beft efforts! 1025 

I want an angel's talents to difplay 
This awful theme, the dying of the Lord. 
I need the learned' s tongue to fpeak of this ; 
I find myfelf unequal to the talk. 
But I'm no feigned mourner, hir'd to cry $ 103d 

My grief is real ; I fincerely weep, 
Though my tongue fails my forrows to exprefs. 
The deepeft woe is fad and filent oft, * 
Not finding language fuited to its grief. 
Here then Til ftand in filence, and furvey i°3£ 

The corpfe of Jefus — mod affedting fight \ 

But fee, the friends of the deceafed come 
To take the body from the bloody crofs ; 
For they have begg'd it as their deareft boon* 
Pray, who is there ? — Good Jofeph, rich and juft, 
A member of the great Sanhedrim ; who 1041 

Had waited for the kingdom of his God : 
Had not corifented to the bloody deed, 
The murdet of the Saviour $ but withdrew, 
When all his int'reft could not fave that life 1645 
Which was to him fo dear. For, you muft know, 

That 
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That he was Chrift's difciple in his heart, 
But had not overcome the fear of man, 
And therefore fecretly to him adher'd. 
But in the time of need he fhews s himfelf -, - 1050 
In greateft danger he is bolder grown. 
When boldeft foldiers flee, the tim'rous ftand. 
Now he could boldly go to Pilate's face, 
And ait him for the body of the Lord ; 
The wrath of Jews and Gentiles fears no more. 1055 
But who is that with him ? Know you that man ?— 
'Tis Nicodemus; 'tis the v6ry fame . 
Who came to Jefus at the firft by night. 
How is he alter'd for the better much ! 
How ignorant was he ! wife is he now ! io6a 

: Ho# fearful then was he! but now how bolcJ4 ' * 
And ytet this change came on by flow degrees. 
How many fp£ak agfcinft thefe fecret friends i 
Thefe night-difciples, ignorant and weak ; 
Theft timid ones, lafjraid to own their thoughts ;{ ip&g 
Aftiam'd to own their fentiments, or JoVe,; .. ., ••• [ 
Thrpugh fear of lofing friends, and gaining fqe$; 
Who feem to want ftability of mind ; . . f 

Appear ta'a^ an inconfiftent part. 
Such I may pity, but (hall ne'er defpife ; 1070 

Too tyeH their fears and feelings I have known> 
Let thofe who, through an;overheated seal,. 
Pcfpift fuch characters (for fuch there are) '>,.'! 
Remember Nicodemus, and &>jikc •'• s,.*.. : .: t ..:; 
Encourage* for they :aiay be bold atilaft, ..o-eVh-ioyj 

G And 
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And fecret friends may fometimes fcrvice do, 

When open ones may have no chance at all. 

Thus David fent his faithful Hufliai back 

To follow with the faithlefs Abfalom : * 

To ferve his turn the better, and defeat io8e 

The dang'rous counfels of Ahitophel. 

Jofeph and Nicodemus, hid fo long, 

Through weaknefs, ignorance, or doubt, or fear, 

Camj^orth the boldeft foldiers at the laft, 

Alii followed Jesus openly when dead, 1085 

And honourably they did bury him, 

(Though he was flain moft ignominioufly) 

Whom, while alive, they never darM to own* 

The Roman guards attend. They break the legs 
Of both the thieves who fuffer'd with the Lord, 1090 
To make them die the fooner, through the pairi - 
And lofs of blood : (O punifliment fevere !) 
But Jesu's legs they brake not; for they found 
Him dead already ; and the Scripture faid, 
Not one of all his bones fhall broken be. 1095 

This was fore (hewed by the pafchai lamb, 
A bone of which they were forbid to break. 

^ But Oh ! there follows here a moving fcene! 
A foldier with a fpear did pierce his fide, 
Pierc'd through the pericardium and the heart, 1 106 
Both blood and water flowing out at once ! 
©t&rb'rous a&ion! ne'er to be forgot : . 
£»- - Pray 
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Pray was it not enough that he was dead ? 

As the Centurion had affur'd the judge. 

If they were fatisfy'd, and ofder'd thee , • 1 105 

To help to take his facred body down ; ' 

Who gave thee leave his bleffed fide to pierce ? 

What could poffefs thee thus to ufe his corpfe, 

Now,-fince the governor had giv'n him up . 

To the difpofal of his deareft friends ? 1 1 10 

How iiiuft thfy feel to fee thee ftab him thus ! 

But was this accident, or chance, that fo 
Directed him the Saviour thus to ftab ? 
'Twas the fulfilment of a prophecy, 
Foretold in ancient times, and muft be done. 11 15 
On mc, whom they have pierced, they (hall' look,/ 
And mourn for him, as tend'reft fire bereav'd, 
Lamenteth for his fon, his darling child, 
And is in bitternefs for his firftborn ; 
So (hall they be in bitternefs for me* 1 1 20 

My Saviour's fide a double flood pour'd out. 
That ftream which prov'd him dead, makes us to live. 
Both blood and water ran to fave our fouls : 
The blood aton'd, the water purifies. 
Thus Jesus came by both, not one alone ; 1 125 

The Spirit, Water, Blood, in one agree : • 
And thus bear witnefs to God's truth* on earth. 

G 2 But 
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But now his body, ta&en from the crofs, • * ■ . . 
With myrrh, and aloes, ipicW, lin$n clean* 
Was drefs'd ; and being thus pre^ar'd, was laid iiy* 
In Jofeph's torah,hewn from; the folid rock; 
Where never man was laid before, npr finc^ , 

One ftpnc fo large as clos'd'.the fepulchre .. 
Was brought and laid, that all might be fecure. 

Herei lay the. Frince oflPeacc.;. ahd thus bath hkft 
And made the grave a quiet refting-place. 1 136 

Death and the grave haVe loft thek horrid gloom* 
Since Jesus paf&'d their empire m his ivajf ' 
To blifs unfading, and a glorious crown. 

IJere then we, leave him in th* tomb awhile* 1 140 
And t^ke a little time to meditate -, • .. 

Upon the g^eat defigns he had in view, 
Whei^on the crofc he fuffer'd pain and death, 
And thus fulfill'd the. purpo&s. divine. 
So while we mourn our Lord, untimely flain 1 145 
By cruel 'hands, we'll praife him for his k>ve f 
.That made him willingly to death fubmit, 
To raife our fouls to everlafting life ! 
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COME mortals, view your Saviour here entomb'd; 
O fight enough to bteak an heart of (tottfe ! 
Jesus, the Lofd of glory > iieeps it* duft t 

But wherefore muft it be, that he flijjuld taftt 
The cup of death ? Was there no other way $ 

In which he oould jferform the Father's will, 
Fulfil the law, and fave a guilty race ; 
Accomplilh all the written prophecies, 
And ovfercohie the pow'ra of d^ath and hell; ; ^ 
Deftroy the devils Wa&9, and purge our ftains*.\ ifi 
And reconcile the ruin'd world to God } 
'•'-■.:.. ' ' " ". . !" V. ■" * "■•■', " % ' 

No other means were found, and none could bp 
Sufficient to achieve thefe mighty thihgs, . . v; 7 ! 
Except his death, or Jefus had efcap'd ; 
For thus he pray'd f -^Father, if pdffittfef ' . ; Yi 5 
Let this cup paft ftem th£, this bitter dtaiighti; :;\Y 
But if it is thy will that I muft drink, 
{tfc'n to the very dregs) my foul fubmits. 

G 3 'Twas 
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'Twas long foretold that Jesus (hould beflain ; 
Not for himfelf, but for the people's crimes. 20 

Thus in his fuflfring fcene, 'tis often faid, 
All this was done the Scriptures to fulfil, 
The prophecies by ancient prophets wrote. 

The following things of him were prophefy'd, 
Which to the niceft point have been fulfill'd, 35 
And therefore well deferve our ferious thoughts : 

That the Mefiiah, who (hould reconcile 
Both God and man together,, (hould be narnM 
Immanuel, God with us, The Father's Son. 
Only-begotten §qn of God moft high,: . jq 

Wonderful, Counfellor, The mighty God, 
The ev&lq/ling Father, Prince of Peace. 

That, in the time appointed, he (hould take 
Our flefhi and be the woman's promis'd Seed ; 
Yfct (he a virgin pure (hould ftill remain. 35 

JTwas faid that he from Abr'ham's loins (hould 
fpring;' .■■• 
From Ifaac'.s, Jacob's, Judah's, David's ftock\ ' 

: iThat he in BethFem's city (hould be born, 
Was plainly by the prophet Micah told. 



Book III.] THE INTERMEDIATE STATE. 87 

. The fceptre was departing at his birth 40* 

From Judah's tribe, as Jacob had declared. 

*Twas faid Meffiah (hould be born and (lain 
Within the term of feventy weeks of years, 
From the decree by Artaxerxes giv'n 
Jerufalem's fam'd city to rebuild. 45 

And while the fecond temple ftill (hould ftand, 
Whofe greateft glory (hould in this confift, 
That in it the Meffiah (hould appear, 
And with his real prefence.blefs the place. 49 

That Rachel's land (hould for its children mouri^ 
While he for fafety, (hould to Egypt fly. 

His name was called Netzer, or The Branch \ 
He dwelt at Nazareth, A Nazarene 
Was calFd, and thus fulfill'd the prophet's words. 

'Twas farther prophefy'd, that he (hould have $$ 
A great Forerunner to prepare his way ; 
Who in the wildernefs (hould cry aloud, 
And, like Elias, pow'rful be, and bold, 

That he in Galilee (hould firft begin 

To preach the Gofpel, and enlighten thofe 60 

Who fat in darknefs, and death's gloomy vale, 

G 4 That 
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. That he (hould many wbnd'rous works performs 
(The blind eyes open, and deaf ears unftop * y 
Make lame ones leap as harts, the dumb to fing ;) 
- "By which his do&rine pure fhould be confirm'd. 65 

He (hall not ftrive nor cry, (the prophet faid) .:; 
His voice fhall not difturb the crowded ftreets ; 
The bruifed reed he (hall not break, nor quench 
The fmoking flax, till vi&'ry he obtains. 
Mildnefs,. humanity, and genrlenefs, . 7* 

Are traces of his. character renown'd : 
But perfevering, he (hall gain his endv .*";.:.' . 
And judgment {hall eftablifh in the land, 
And make the iflands for his law to wait. -' 

Another prophecy f oretold, thathe 75 

Should ride ioto Jerufalem upon 
An afs's colt: meek, lowly, juft, and good 5. 
Having falvatiqn, bringing peace to men ; 
Should be proclaim'd as king, as David's fon, 
And loud hofannas chaunted to his praife* 80 

By babes and fucklings, as the Lord ordain'ct 

He* was the ftone by builders fet at nought,. 
Yet by Jehovah made the corners head 5 
The ftone in Zion laid, the tried ftone, 
The precious corner-ftone, foundation fure. 
A hd whofo trufteth in his name, fhall find 
He hath no caufe of him to be afham'd. 
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A&this great work i* by Jehovah done ! 

'Tis in our eyes both marvellous and grand. • • * 

The prophet teftify'd, that he (hduld be 90 

Defpifed and reje&ed by mankind j 
A man of woe, acquainted well with grief; 
As one that hides his face becaufe he weeps* 
Defpis'd, unpity'd, difefteem'd by moft. 

'Twas plainly told that he fbould be cut off 9^ 
For other men's tranfgreflions, not his own ; 
He for our crimes was wounded, for our fins 
Was bruis'd, and our chaftifements on him laid; 
His righteous foul for us was put to pain. 
*Tis by his ftripes our fin-fick fouls are heal'd* 106 
All we like wand'ring (heep, have gone aftray } 
To our own ways we have perverfely turn'd. 
Jehovah laid on him the fins of all ; 
Of him they #er e exa&ed % them he bare . 1 

He was oppreffed and afflicted fore ; t<*$ 

Yet never utte*'d munn'ring, or <rompkintr. 
By wicked men unjuftly was condeam'd. : 
Who would declare the manner of his life? 
No friend appear'd to plead his righteous cftfe. 
For our tran%reffions fmitten unto death. L xt<3 
His grave qpfwinted with the wicked was ; 
But with the rich man was his fepulchre. 
Though he no violence had ever done, 
Nor in his mouth deceh Of guile were found ; 

Yet 
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Yet 'twas Jehovah's pleafure him to bruife, 1 15 
And put his foul to grief becaufe of fin. 

The prophet farther faith, If he fhall make 
His foul an ofFring for the fins of men, 
That he fhall fee his feed, prolong his days ; 
Jehovah's pleafure profp'rihg in his hand, 12a ' 

Shall fatisfy his foul for all its toil. 
The many he (hall juftify, becaufe 
He bare the punilhment of all their fins. 

'Twas hinted by the Pfaimift, that, he (hould 
By one of his difciples be betray'd. — 125. 

Mine own familiar friend, who walk'd with me, 
Who ate my bread, in whom 1 did confide, 
Did lift the heel, and proved a; traitor vile. 
'Twas not an open foe that fought my h^rox ; 
That I could well endure : but Oh, the wounds 130 
Of falfehood and dece% where malice lurks 
Under the guife of friendfhip, who can bear ? 
How often had we walk'd, ^nd mutually 
Held converfation fweet ! Thou waft & man, 
Mine equal, guide, and mine acquaijit^ftcjedear ! 135 
But Oh, he hath rebell'd againft his Lord J '.. 
His words feem'd fmoother than the fofteftoil ; 
Yet were they fharpeft fwords for war putpar'd. 

This David of Ahitophei declar'd, m / 
And might, witlj t.ruth, be fps>ke of Judas, too. . 140 

Alike 
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i 

Alike their treafon, and alike their end ; 
Themfelves they hang'd ! Dire fruits of perfidy 1 

Of Judas thus the Holy Spirit fpake, 
By David's mouth — His dwelling fhall be void, 
His office to another fhall be giv'n, 145 

And he himfelf fhall die abhor'd, agcurft. 

That Chrift for thirty pieces fliould be fold — 
The money to the potter fliould be caft — 
Were circumftances by the Lord reveal'd, 
And written long before the things were done. 150 

Awake, O fword, (Jehovah faith) iand finite 
The man, my fhepherd, fellow, and my friend ; 
The (hepherd finite, the (heep lhall be difpers'd. ,_ 
This was accomplilh'd when he was betray'd, 
And his difciples fav'd themfelves by flight ; 155 
Leaving their matter in his great diftrefs. 

That he (hould be mock'd, fcourg'd, and fpit 
upon, 
And fuffer agonies of foul extreme ; 
And as a malefactor die the death, 
The moft accursed death that man could tafte ; 1 6p 
Should haftg upon a tree, be lifted up, 
As Mofes rais'd the brazen ferpent high ; 
In hands, and feet, and fide, (hould pierced be; 
JJe numbered with tranfgreffors 5 bear the fins 

Of 
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Of many, or the multitude of men, \4$ 

And interceffion make for creatures vile ; - \ 

That lots upon his vefture fhould be caft, 
And men among themfelves his deaths divide ^ 
His thirft be mock'd with vinefgar and gall ; ' ' ' 
That all his bones (hould be pteferv'd Unbroke, 1 76 
And that with honour he (hould be entdtnb'd* 
Maugre the rage and malice of his foes— 
Thefe things were all foretold, and came td-pafs, 
With great exa&ittfsj as the pf ophets wrote, ¥ ^4 

Thus then, one reafoft's plain wfiy jMtrS dy'd ; ^ 
Becaufe the Scriptures cannot be annulFd. 
The law' of Mofes, in its rtum'rous rit#V 
To Jestts pointed, was ih him falfifl-d'r ; -•"- : 
He was both altar j faerific^, ahd pifeft ; 
In him the legal fervice bad if s end £ ' ' ttb 

He was the great fin*oflfeting, typify'd - : • ' ■ ■; * * 

By all the facrifices of the law- i; 

His death hath anfwer'd all the purpofes, 
Arid-more than aH*, for which they wefe defigriVL- 
Far greater is our prieft than Aaron was* 185 

For he had fins arid failings j Chrift; hid hefiit. ' '■ ' 
The facrifices offer ? d by the J prtefts 
WereofferM frequently ; Chfift, once fox 1 all. 
They offer'd blood of others ; he, his dtth.'" f 
They made atonement for themfeltes,* as ttdl ig'd 
As for the corigregatfott 5 he, for us, • ' 
Not for Kimfelftit all>4ie -needed hot; • 

~ • Far 
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For he was holy, tiarmlefs, undefilM, 

And feparate from finnera, free from fin, 194 

Made higher than the heav'ns, and hath hia throne 

Above all principalities and pow'rs, 

And ev'ry n^me that can be nam'd, in this 

Or in the age to tome ; to him all things 

Shall be fubje&ed in their proper time. 

Thofe priefts wejre many^ and fucceflbrs had ; 20* 
For death prevented their continuance long. 
But Chrtft abides for ever ; therefore hath 
A glorious priefthooid, fure, unchangeable. 
And having once a full atonement made, 
And purg'd our fins by his own precious blood, 2<2$ 
And reconciliation made for all, 
Is able, to the uttermoft to fave, 
The fouls that come to God through him ; becaufe, 
Though once he dy'd to fin, he lives to God, 
And ever lives to intercede for them. 21a 

The law made nothing perfed ; all alike 
JWcre ftill in weaknefs found, people and priefls. 
And {acrifices, covenant, and rites. 
The load of fin could never be remov'd 
By all the blood of lambs, or bullocks {lain, , $1$ 
Nor confciense of the worlhippers be purg'd : 
For in thofe oft- repeated offerings, 
Each year there was a frelh remembrance road$ 1 
Of fin s thu* %ewin§^ that it ftill rcmain'd. .. , 2 ^9 

Christ 
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Christ was the Lamb of God, who takes away, 
By his great facrifice, the fin of men. 
Thofe ofPrings we're appointed for a time, 
(Though everlajiing was to them apply'd) 
As lhadows of the fubftance then to come. 

Christ is the tabernacle, altar, prieft, 22£ 

'Ark, mercy-feat, bread, light, and facrifice. 
His fpirit is the oil, his grace the fpice, 
The incenfe is his mediation fweet, 
The candleftick his church, the facred cloaths 
Point out the robe of righteoufnefs divine ; 230 

Salvation's holy garments white and clean ! 
The place moft holy, figure of the true, 
The palace of Jehovah reprefents ; 
The cherubim, or feraphim, intend 
His minifters redeemed from earth by blood ; 235 
The leaders of the Church of the firft-born, 
Firft-fruits of men to God, and to the Lamb. 
The cleanfing blood and water, fhadows were 
Of that myfterious double-flood, which ran 
From our dear Saviour's wounded, pierced fide, 24a 
By which our ftainsare cleans'd, our fins forgiv'n. 

Thus is our Lord the fubftance of the law : 
And as blood-ftiedding was by that reqiiir'd, 
Without which no remiflion is obtain'd, 24^ 

By blood almoft all things are purg'd and cleans'd $ 
And as the patterns of the heav'nly things 

Wc 
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Were purify'd with blood, the blood of beafts, 
'Twas needful that the heav'nly things themfelves, 
Should all be purgfd, reftor'd, and reconcil'd, 
By facrifices better far than thefe : 250 

And hence 'twas neceffary Christ fhould die. 
For blood of finful men could ne'er atone, 
Where pureft blood of harmlefs lambs had fail'd* 
^No blood fo pure was ever found on earth 
As that of beads, except the blood of Christ. 255 
Man's blood defiles ; the blood of beafts did ferve 
To cleanfe the flelh ; the blood of Jesus makes 
The confeience pure, and takes all guilt away, 

* 'Thus 'twas appointed that he fhould appear, 
Finifh tranfgrefllon, make an end of fin, 26a 

And for iniquities of ev'ry kind 
A perfect reconciliation make, 
And bring in everlafting righteoiifnefs : 
And thus fulfil both prophecies and types. 
Another grand defign our Saviour had 265 

In fufTring death, was to confirm, and feal, 
To dedicate his glorious teftament, 
To ratify the covenant of grace, 
And give his will validity and force : 
For though a will and teftament be made, 275 

It hath no ftrength while the teftator lives : 
And confequently he muft furely die, 
Or elfe hit written teftament is void. 

The 
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The former teftament was ratify'd, 
Was dedicated, and confirm' d by blood. *8o 

When faithful Mofes ev'ry thing had wrote, 
And ev'ry precept to the people fpake, 
Which God had giv'n him to communicate, 
He took the blood of calves and goats, which he' 
With water mix'd ; then dipp'd into the fame %$£ 
Some hyffop, and a lock of fcarlet wool. 
The people, tabernacle, book, and all. 
The holy veflels, fprinkled he therewith, 
Declaring that the teftamemal blood, • 
Or covenant, which God had them enjoin'cL 290 

Thus when the Saviour broke the bread, he faid, 
Take eat ; this is my body broke for you : 
And when he took the wine, he faid, Drink this j 
For 'tis my blood of the new Teftament, 
Shed for your fins, and for the multitude. 295 

Thus, with propriety, his blood is caU*d 
Blood of the everlafting covenant ; 
By which, with many, it was then confirmed, 
When Jefus tailed death for ev'ry man. 

Chrift dy'd to reconcile us all to God ; $oq 

And this he did while we were enemies : 
Much more, when reconcil'd, we (hall be {av'd, 
Since Jefus lives to intercede for us. 
For if his death hath done fuch mighty things, 
Not lefs may be expected from his life* 305 

'If 
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If objefts of eternal love we were 

Before Chrift dy'd, we cannot now be lefs ; 

Since he hath bought us with his precious blood. 

Gentiles and Jews to reconcile together, 
And break the wall of feparation down ; 310 

Making of twain one new man by himfelf, 
And thus proclaiming peace to all as one ; 
Bringing both nigh to God ; taking away 
The enmity which the diftindtion made : 

To compafs this, Chrift fuffer'd on the crofs. 3 15 
Hence difference now there's none, before the Lord, 
Between the Gentile nations and the Jews : 
No nation now is common or unclean, 
Since Jefus fhed his blood to cleanfe them all. 
All are his children, over all he's Lord, 320 

And rich to all that call upon his name. 

As all partakers were of flefti and blood, 
He ftoop'd to be our partner; took the fame, 
That he might fuifer death, and thus deftroy 
The devil's kingdom, and the pow'r of death : 325 
And ranfom thofe who are enflav'd by fear ; 
Through fear of death in cruel bondage held. 

; O bleft deliverance ! this we may obtain, 
Since Jefus gave his life for that intent. 
-And fure 'twas kind the tyrant to difarm, 330 

^ince to efcape hinj, who can dare to hope ? 

H What 
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What comfort hence rcfults to dying men ! 

And what a glorious reafon may be giv'n 

Why Jcfus tafted death for ev'y one ! 

Let praife and gratitude for ever flow 335 

From all our hearts, to Him who death deftroy'd, 

And robb'd the mortal tyrant of his fting. 

'Twas needful Chrift (hould pafs thro* ev'ry ftatc 
Thro* which the wandYing fons of men had gone, 
And overcome the evil in them all. 340 

Thus he was bom, liv'd, dy'd, reviv*d, and rofe* 
That over all he might dominion gain, 
Be ftird Lord of the living and the dead. 
He gave his flefli for meat* bis blood for drink; 
And dy'd to give to us eternal life. 345 

His precious blood is now an open font, 
Wherein our fouleft ftains may all be cleansed : . 
Our fins, like fcarlet, may be white as fnow ; 
Though red, like crimfori, may become as wool; 
And we from all iniquity be purg'd. 350 

And from this prefent evil world redeemed, 
May glorify our God by works of love. 

Many and glorious were our Lord's defigos 
In fufFring death : one more I'll mention here :— 
He dy'd for us, as our example bright, ' ' 355 

That we his fteps (hould follow to the laft. 
Thus, when we\ve call'd to fuffer in his caufc, .': 
We may commit our foul* to God the Juft ; 

And 
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And bear, with meeknefey what our Lord permits* 
And forafmuch as Chrift for us endued 360 

Mod paift&il fufPrings in his mortal fle(h; -■« 
May we with the fame mind be always arm'd : 
For he that fuffers in the flefh is freed •»-'" 
Fr^m fin, and is donfortn'd to Chrift, his head. 

Thus having meditated on this fcene, - 365 

And profitably looked the Scriptures o'er, 
And fought and found why Jefus gave his life ; 
5*03? we attend him to- the land of fouls. 
And firft to paradife he fhapes his courfe, 
That hKftfol fegion, where the righteous dwelt, 370 
Who dy'd in faith, but had not yet receiv'd 
Thofe promifes for which they waited long ; 
Had fecnfrom far, and heartily embrac'd, 
Confeffing they were ftrangers here on earth ; 
And thus declared they fought fublimer things, 375 
A better country far ; which there they found. 
Each gathered to his people, dwelt in peace, 
Waiting kill the great promife fhould appear, 
'Tttl the Meffiah (hould in perfon come, 
And pafs thofe realms, and give them brighter views 
Than they had feen before, and bring them forth 381 
To greater glory, higher fcenes of blifs ! 

For this they waited long in faith and hope, 
And were not difappointed - y for at laft 
The vifion fpake, although it tarry *d long. 385 

H 2 The 
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The God that cannot lie pcrform'd his word, 
To their great joy who trufted in his name ; 
For none (hall be aftiam'd who wait for him. 



There Abel dwelt, by his fierce brother flain; 
The fitft of men that pafs'd the iron gate, 390 

And felt that ftrangeft thing, what His to die : 
By God accepted, honoured, andapprov'd; 
Witnefs'd as righteous by the Lord Moll high ; 
His chara&er mud fhine for ever fair. 
His life unfpotted, precious was his death 5 395 

His fervent faith prddue'd obedience pure ; 
And though his fun went down in early mprn, 
Yea, fet in blood, his virtue met reward : \ 
And his example fpeaks aloud to all, 
To follow him, though it fhould coft our lives; 400 
Since God is able to repay us well, 
Whate'er in ferving him we chance to lofe. 

Noah was there, who ftood a laughing-ftock, 
To all the earth an hundred years, or more; 
Becaufe he did believe his God, and built 405' 

The ark at his direction, to preferve 
His houfhold from deftru&ion by the flood. 
The world of infidels long mock'd his zeal, 
But faw their folly when it was too late. 



Abra'm, the Father of the faithful feed, .41 

With Ilaac, Jacob, Jofeph, dwelt in hope, 

Waitb 
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Waiting with expe&ation long, yet firm, 
To fee the glories of this wond'rous day. 
The Prophets, and the righteous men of old, 
Who greatly wifh'd to fee the Saviour come, 415 
But ne'er beheld him in the fleQi - y now faw 
The Lord, whom long they had defir'd to fee. , 
Some fay the Scriptures contradict themfelves, 
Becaufe 'tis laid The righteous man's defire 
Shall he fulfilFd ; yet Chrift his followers told 420 
That many prophets, kings, and righteous men, 
Defir'd to fee and hear the things they. did, 
But yet had never feen nor heard the fame : 
, Bujc mark, he did not fay they never yZwA/; 
For their defires were all fulfill'd at length. 425 

How had the company in paradife 
I&creas'd fince righteous Abel thither went ! 
Long did he wait ere by another join'd; 
Think how he welconi'd in the foul of Eve, 
They, that of Adam ; all that after came 420 

Were welcom'd by the fpirits gone before. 
But when the foul of Jefus left the world, 
And came to vifit thofe who waited long 
To fee their Lord, who can defcribe the fcene? 
O the furprize and joy that fill'4 the place 1 435 

Who can exprefs their raptures, or declare 
The kind expreffions flowing from his tongue ? 
Methinks when firft he enter'd, one prpclaim'd 
Here comes yoxir Saviour's foul to vifit you ! 

H 3 Let 
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Let all adore their Lord, who dy'd for them. 440 
Then down in filence proftrate all they fell, 
With joy and wonder filPd, to fee him there, .' 
For whom they waited, wifti'd, and look'd fo long. 

Soon, as Redeemer, he addrefsM the throng, 
With, Peace be unto you, behold your king ! . 44^ 
This day 1 dy'd upon the crofs, and m&de 
A full propitiation for mankind ; 
For all your fins my blood hath now aton' d, 
And I am come to comfort all your hearts y • 
♦Good will, peace, pardon, wifdom, love, akid pqw'r, 
Redemption and falvation I proclaim, 451' 

Since to my Father all I've reconcil'd. 
Soon from the dead my body (hall be rais'd : 
Some of your graves I've open'd, you fliall rife 
As trophies of my vi&'ry o'er the grave ; 455' 

The reft, when I defcend, on earth to reign, 
Shall the (kme bleffings (hare, (hall be redeemM 
From foul corruption's pow'r-*-in glory rais'd^ . 
Shall (hine like funs and ftars, dominion have 
O'er all the pddpte ; and like mt appear* \ 460 

In brightnefs like the firmament of heav'n. 
A crown ofrighteoufnefs, and glorious throne 
Shall be your portion -> for with me you're heirs. 

This faid, the blifsful place did loud refouftd, 
And Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lamb / 465 
Glory and pow'r and honour to receive, 

For 
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For he was flai'n, and ranfom'd us to God : 
' And we (hall live and reign With him on earth ! 

But now the thief expir'd, his foul convey'd 
By guardian angels, foon arriv'd in peace, 47 d 

As Jefus promised. O what triumph then 
Was heard in paradife, when this firfUborn 
Of Jefu's labour, was receiv'd to dwell 
In Abrah'm's bofom, with his faithful fons 1 
Our Saviour's fufPrings were both caufe and means 
Of his repentance and converfion true. 476 

This triumph, gain'd by grace in fuch an hour. 
The dear Redeemer greatly magnify'd. 

But now excufe my bold attempt to (hew 
The Saviour's procefs through Gehenna's (hades ; 480 
For as he (bed his blood for all the dead, 
'Twas neceflary he (hould vifit them. 
For if he dyM for all, as we believe, 
And (hed his blood for the tranfgrefficns done, 
From Adam's firft offence through every age ; 485 
For thofe who held the former teftament, 
And for pad fins, as well as thole to come ; 
He had a pow'r to fet his pris'ners free, 
And claim the captives as his lawful right : 
And therefore he muft pafs through ev'ry date, 490 
And vifit ev'ry place tfhere men were found, 
Whether alive or dead, that he might be 
Acknowledg'd as the rightful Lord of all > 

H4 And 
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And g^in a full dominion ev'ry where 

And make oppofing pow'rs fubmic to him. 495 

Far in the deep, the centre of the earth, 
The gloomy manfions of defpair are plac'd ; 
(Unlefs the Scripture's written to deceive) 
To this fad place the Saviour muft defcendl. 
As he himfelf did frequently declare ; 5QQ 

That as the prophet Jonah, fwallow'd up, 
Three days and nights emomb'd in darknefs lay, 
Contain'd within the belly of the whale ; 
Thus muft the Son of man as long remain, 
Not in earth's furface only, but its heart. 505 

For he that was defign'd all things to fill, 
To re-afcend into the higheft heav'ns, 
Muft firft defcend into earth's lower parts, 
The depth of Hades, but not there remain. 
Why ftiould we glofs the facred pagps fo 510 

As to explain their meaning quite away ? 
¥ or foul put body, Jurf ace for the centre ? 
By this fame rule, we might deftroy all fenfe, 
And make the facred books mean what we pleafe. 
But as they have declar'd, that wicked mei} 515 

Into the lower parts, of earth (hall gQ, 
And that our Saviour alfo thither went, 
T* accomplifh moft important purpofes, 
Of hell's locality we need not doubt; 
But may believe 'tis in earth's centre found. 520 

This is no pious fraud of gloomy priefts, 

Howe'er 
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Howe'er it may be ridicuFd by men : 
Jehovah hath thought fit to reprefent 
The matter thus, and who can him gainfay ? 
Rather would I believe him than difpute, 525 

Or once fuppofe that his defcription's falfe. 

But who can paint the place where darknefs dwells ? 
Or who can count the many millions there, 
$hut up, on whom the light had never (hone 
Since firft they enter'd, 'till that bleffed day 530 

When Jefus went, deliv'rance to proclaim 
To captives bound in adamantine chains, 
Which he alone could break, and fet thofe free 
Who were in prifon, in the pit confin'd, 
Where not a drop of water could be found, $$$ 
Or ,comfort to afluage their bitter grief. 
Th' amazing gulf imp^fiable, which parts 
Gehenna from the land of Paradi/e, 
Which nojie had crofs'd 'till then, nor hop'd to pa(s f . 
The breaker up attempted, not in vain, 540 

For he fucceeded, maugre all the pow'r 
Of hell's grim monarch, who oppps'd his march 
With moft infernal fury ; for he fear'd 
The confequences of his entrance there. 
But Jefus broke the gates of brafs, and cut 545 

The iron bars in fundejr, and obtain'd 
The keys of hell and death, which now he hoHs. 
jHe (huts, and none can open, bi|t himfelf * 
fJc opens, none can fhyt j all pow'r is giv ' -, 

All 
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All judgment is committed to the Son. 55a 

All hell was mov'd, on that occafion ftrange. 
To fee the King of Glory enter in. 

When Babylon's proud Monarch came to dwell 
In thofe dark regions, hell was mov'd to meet 
So great a tyrant, and ftirr'd up the dead, 555 

The mighty ones, the princes of the earthy 
Who, riling from their thrones, addrefs'd him thus: 

Art thou become like ub ? As weak as we ? 
Thy pomp and noife is to the grave brought down : 
The worms are fpread beneath, and cover thee. 560 
How art thou fallen from the height of heav'n, 
O Lucifer, fon of the morning bright ! 
How to the ground like other worms thou'rt caft, 
Who weaken'd nations, and deftroy'd mankind ! 
Thou faid'ft, I will afcend to heav'n above, 565 

And fbt my throne above the ftars of God \ 
I'll fit upon the congregation^ mount, 
Where God hath placed his name* Til make my feat, 
Above the higheft clouds myfelf I'll raife 1 
Like the Moft High in glory I will be. 570 

Thefe were thy boafts, but now, brought down to , 

hell, 
Within the prifon of the pit^onfin*d, 
Thy pow'r is gone, thy fl&vts no longer fear, 
But look to fee thy vifage alter'd To, 
And thus contemn thee with their tauiitihg words j 

Is 
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Is this the rrikn that made the earth to (hake ? 57^ 
Made kingdoms totter on their bafes deep ! 
That turn'd the world into a wildernefs ! 
Deftroy'd towns, cities, countries, nations, lands ; 
That never open'd prifon doors, nor fet 580 

His captives free, once taken by his hand ? 

Thus hell's inhabitants infuked him. 
And O what numerous nations there were found ! 
When Egypt was deftroy'd by Chaldea's king, 
And Pharaoh proud defcended to the pit, 585' 

All nature feem'd to mourn his dreadful fall. 
The deeps were cover'd, and the floods reftrain'd, 
Great waters ftay'd, and high Libanu9 mourn'd, 
The fruitful trees feem'd fainting at his fall. 
How (hook the nations when God hurTd him down 
To hell! the nether parts of earth, the pit, 591 

With many nations join'd with him in death. 
The heav'ns were mantled, and the ftars were datk, 
The fun was covered with a fable cloud, 
And God forbade the fiber moon to fhine. 595 
All the bright lights of heaven were darkened then ; 
Darknefs and clouds were fet upon the land. 
Such numbers then defcended all at once, 
Slain by the fword ; if that would comfort them, 
None furdly confolation need to want. 600 

But O, the lamentable wailing hear. 
Which God commanded for &e mtdtitudte 
Of Egypt (lain, and all their company , 

W*il 
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Wail Son of man, for proud Egyptians flain, 

And caft them down, nor them alone, but all 605 

The daughters of the nations greatly fam'd 

To earth's moft nether parts, its centre deep, 

With them that to the gloomy pit go down. 

Whom doft thou pafs in beauty, Egypt fair ? 

Go down, with the uncircumcis'd be laid. 610 

They by the fword (hall fall among the dead. 

She is delivered to the dreadful ftroke ; , 

Draw her, and all her multitudes together. 

The ftrong among the mighty out of hell, 

Shall fpeak to him, and to his helpers flain; 615 

They are gone down, they lie uncircumcis'd, 

Slain by the fword, and many nations more. 

Afhur is there, and all her company : 

His graves are round about him, all deftroy'd 

By cruel war ; dire fruits of mortal fin ! 620 

See there her graves around her, in the fides 

Of the deep dreary pit ; O awful thought ! 

Her company is round about her grave; 

All flain, and by the fword cut off from earth, 

Who caus'd their terror far to fpread abroad* 625 

Elam, with all her multitude around, 

Slain, fallen by the fword uncircumcis'd, 

Gone down into the nether parts of earth ; 

Who caus'd their fear upon mankind to fall ; 

Yet have they borne their fhame, as others have, 650 

Who have gone down together to the pit. 

A bed is fet among the flain for her, 

And 
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And for her multitude, whofe graves furround him, 

Uacircumcis'd, unclean, flain by the fword. 

What profit can it be to them, that once 635 

They to the living were fo terrible ? 

For they muft bear their fhame, and -dwell among / 

The melancholy dead, whom fwords deftroy'd. 

There's Meftiech, Tubal, and her num'rous hofts, 
Plac'd in the manner as before defcrib'd ; 640 

Their character the fame, the fame their end. 
But for fome reafon feparated there 
From other mighty ones uncircumcis'd, 
Who with their warlike weapons went to hell ; 
(How little of that hidden ftate we know !) 645 
Their cruel fwords under their heads are laid, 
But their iniquities are on their bones ; r 

Their fins lie down with them and give them pain, 
And make their fouls in bitt'reft accents mourn. 
They, once the terror of the mighty, now 650 

Are feeble, and a terror to themfelves. 
Yea, pow'rful as thou waft, thou (halt be broke, 
And tajte thy portion with the vulgar tribe, . 
And with th* uncirGumcifed flain (hall lie. 
Edom, with all her princes, dukes and kings, 653 
Lie there in ruin, brought exceeding low. 
Their might is periOi'd, and their grandeur gone ; 
And in the pit their habitation lies. 

There 
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• There be the princes of the north, with-them 
The powerful fons of fan^d Zidonian race. 660 

Now they're afham'd of all their mighty deeds, 
And bear their fhame, the punifhment of crimes,. 
With all the nations who inhabit hell, 
Slain by the fword, uncircumcis'd, unclean* 
Pharaoh fhall fee the num'rous peoples there j 665 
And that the mighty have no caufe to boaft, 
And have this comfort that he*s not alone, 
(If this is comfort to the mis'rable) 
This is the lamentation over him. 
A dreadful warning to proud mighty men : 673 

Though great their glory, great muft be their fhame : 
For juft in that proportion as they have 
In foftnefs liv'd, and glorify *d themfelves, 
Juft fo much pain and forrow they muft feel. 
O what amazing numbers were confined €75 

In thefe dark regions ! moft who liv'd and dy'd 
During the period of four thoufand years. 
But far the greateft number fvfrept at onee 
From earth, was by the flood in Noah*s time. 
Millions have been deftroy'd in onfe campaign 680 
By war, as was the cafe with Xerxes hoft ; 
Earthquakes, volcanoes, famines, plagues and ftorms, 
Wide-wafting peftilences, raging flames. 
And dreadful inundations, whirlwinds fierce, 
Have often flain their millions ; but the flood 685 
Swept off a world at once - y which then contain'd 
Near twenty thoufand millions of mankind 5 

Suppofe 
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Suppofe they doubled twice each, century j 
Which cani^ot be improbable, becaufe 
No children dy'd'in infancy ; they Hv'd $90 

Nearly a thoufand years in gea'ral then. 
Seldom a fan before his father dy*d,. 
And but nine generations left tbe-ftage 
.Before the deeadfuj, flood of water came. 
So, if my calculation's rightly made, 69$ 

All but one thoufand andjthiity were drown'd, ^ 
That ever had been 'born of woman kind, . 
Hades was peopled then at once with . ghofts, 
Who had beta dafobediont finners bold, 
Infulted Gad's lo^g fuifring, ridiculed 700 

His fervant, who through faith and fear prepaid 
- An ark fo$ the felvaiibn of his houfe. 
Thefe were flxut up in prifofc, and remained 
In hopelefs darknefs ; not one chcarful ray 
Had piere'd the difmal gloom in that long night, 
(Almoft two thou&nd and four hundred years.) 70$ 

No wonder that our Saviour firft began 
To preach the gofpel to thofc wretched fouls. 
Who were a large proportion of mankind 
That ever yet have liv'd fince time began, 71Q 

Long, long they finn'd on earth; no others had, 
Nor ever (hall have, half their years to fin. 
By parity of ceas'ning, plain it ieems 
They were the greateft finners of mankind ; 
As being firft and lpngeft iiuthe ways 7 *£ 

That 
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That lead to dire deftru&ion, hafden'd moft 

By long forbearing patience of the Lord. 

Longed had they continu'd in defpair. 

Yet Jefus dy'd for them, as well as us ; 

"And that the gofpel might to them be known, jzo 

He went, his foul defcended into hell ; 

The prifon doors he enter'd, and he preach'd 

Unto the fpirits there confined long, 

Who fometime difobedieht were, when once 

God waited long in ancient Noah*s days. 725 

Chrift preached to dead, diftinguilh'd from the quick, 

(As he is judge both of the quick and dead) 

That by the gofpel they might judged be, 

Like thofe who heard it while they;dwelt in flefh, 

And that they might in fpirit live to God, 736 

And be compleatly free from fin and death. 

Thus Jefus gave himfelf a facrifice, 

A ranfom for the world, and ev'ry man, 

From Adam, to the laft that (hall be born : 

To be in due time teftify'd to all. . 735 

What great fuccefs attended Jefus then, 
Who can conceive ? What mortal can declare ? 
Hefpoiled principalities and pow'rs, 
And of them openly he made a (hew ; 
Triumphing over thofe infernal hofts, 740 

Who held their captives fad in hellifli chains. 
He from the mighty took the prey, and fet 
The lawful captives at their liberty. 

Thus 
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Thus he captivity did captive lefcd ; 

And by his blood the pris'ners were fent forth, 745 

Out of the pit of drouth, and deepeft woe. 

This work fulfill'd the prophecies which faid, 

Thus faith Jehovah, who created heav'ns 

And ftretch'd them out, and form'd the earth an i fea§, 

Made man, and gives him being, life, and breath, 

And doth provide him ev'ry needful thing : 75.1 

Thee have I call'd in righteoufnefs divine, 

Will hold thine hand, and thee in fafety keep, 

And give thee for the people's covenant ; 

To all the Gentiles thou (halt be a light. 75^ 

Blind eyes to open, prisoners to bring forth 

Who fit in darkriefs, from the prifon houfe, 

Shall be the glorious work thou Ihalt perform. 

Fot in a time acceptable I've heard 

Thy voice, and helped thee in fidvation's day. 760 

At thy command the prisoners (hall be free, 

The fons of darknefs fee the light again, 

"And ihew themfelves, and feed in the high-ways. 

And in high places find a pafture green ; 

And being brought from tribulation great, 765 

Shall be at eafe; hunger and third no more 

Their fpirits (hall opprefs, nor fun, nor heat. 

For God who gives them mercy, ibail them lead, 

Feed them, and guide them by the water fprings. 

Sing, O ye heav'ns ; O earth, break forth with joy j 

Ye mountains fing, and all the hills rejoice j 77 1 

Jehovah hath his people contorted, 

I And 
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And will have mercy upon his diftrefs'd. 

Such as in darknefs fit, in death's fad (hade, 

In chains of iron and affli&ion bound ; 775 

Becaufe againft JeHovah they rebell'd, 

The words and counfel of the Lord contemn'd ; 

Therefore their heart with labour he brought down ; 

They fell, and there was none to help them up. 

They to Jehovah in their trouble cry'd, 780 

He faved them from their diftreffes great. 

He brought them out of darknefs, where they fat, 

And from death's gloomy ftiadow fet them free. 

In funder brake their bands infrangible. 

O praife Jehovah for his mercy's fake ! 7°^ 

His wond'rous works demand your nobleft fong. 
Not brazen gates, nor mafly iron bars, 
Nor gulf impaflable, nor hofts of foes, 
Nor all the pow'rs of hell, could him prevent 
From vifitingwith light and lovq unknown 790 

Thq fpirits, who fo long had dwelt in night. 
He to the captives liberty proclaimed, 
The opening of the prifon to the bound ; 
And thofe confol'd who mourn'd in darknefs long. 

Thus plain it feems, that ancient finners heard 795 
The glorious gofpel by the Saviour preach'd ; . 
They difobedient once, his word obeyed, 
For ought we know, and were by him.reftor'd. 
Though Sodom ftill remain'd, as Jude declares, . 

S$t' 
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Set forth for Jin example to the' world/ - ' 800 

Suffering the vengeance of eternal fire ; 

Yet glorious promifes await her ftill : ' 

That her captivity (hall be return'd ; 

She, with her daughters^ by Jehovah giVn, 

To proud Jerufalem, but humbled then, 805 

Shall be receitf'd with kindeft arms of love, 

(Though once defpis'd, forgot, contemn'd and fcorn'd 

And counted vile by her, more vile herfelf.) 

When all her fins (hall be forgiv'n, and fhe 

Shall find in God a father juft, yet good ; 810 

Who though he will corredt, will ne'er forfake, 

JJut bring his ftraying children honie at laft. 

Sing, O ye heav'ns ! Jehovah did the deed ! , ^ 
Shout, fhout, (hout, (hout, ye lower partsof earth ! 1 
Ye mountains, O break forth, in fongsr of praife \ 815 
O foreft wide, and ev'ry tree therein ;:: 
Jehovah hath redeemed Jacob's race, l 

And glorify'd himfelf in ifrael's fons. 
And this falvation great, is light compared 
With thbfe defigns fo marvellous, fo grand, 820- 
So worthy of a God jfor thus he faith 
To his eternal Son, the Lord from heav'n : .".:. 
'Tis but a light thing that thou Ibould* ft become • «■' 
My fervant to raife up old Jacob's tribes, 
And the preferv'd of 1 fraef to : teftore : ' ' 825 

I'll give thee to the Gentile world a light ; 
'JTo earth's remoteft ends falvation be. 

I 2 Perform 
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perform thy pleafure, bring all knees to bow, 
Bring ev'ry tongue to fwear, and tljce confefs 
The univerfal Lord. But aflc of me, ,853 

The heathen, thine inheritance, Til give ; 
Poffefs the utmoft limits of the earth. 

The Father to the Son all things hath giv^n, 
In heav'n, on earth, and in the worlds below j 
Therefore to fave the loft he freely came $ 835 

Was born, liv ? 4, dy'd, defcended into hell, 
Proclaimed the gofpel, triumph'd over him 
•Who led poor finners captive at his will. 

Thefe mighty afts I've fung ; but Oh, how far, 
JMy higheft (trains muft fall below his deeds \ 840 
My theme is lofty, though my fong is weak ; 
Jain wpuld I praife him, but my words are fainf I 
My fpirit finks beneath the pond'rous load. 
Much ftill remains to ling, and n*uch J fear 
That I {hall pe'er be ^ble to cpmpleat 845 

The mighty jtaik J ye yentur'd to begin. 
5ut fince thus far Pm come, in Him Til truft 
Who can infpire my heart, and guide my pen j 
And from the mouth of fuch a helplefs babe, 
ferfed his praife, and ftill the enemy. 859 

JtKD gF T^E THIRD B©<*&. 



BOOK 



1 



Book IV,] . *H* REWJRRfiCtlOJ^ I If 



BOOfc W< 

•• • "iffcijtip.ir flf in -t 

THE RESURRECTION 

CHILDREN of Adam, lifterito mjr foigj 
A moft important fobjeft is proposed, . 
In Which your im'reft and coftcerri li* deep; 
Chrift*s glorious refurre&ion is the theft* J : 
That grand event on which falvation hangs j £ 

The fure foundation of our chriftiai* faith. • 
This might employ an angel's nobleft pow'rfrj 
But God will riot diBauva chiM'fr attempt. 

The Saviour crucify'd by wicked hand*, 
Had yielded up his life a facrifice j if 

His foes had triumph'd, and his friends ddpaii^d c \ 
His mangled body, wounded to the heart, 
Was ih the filent totnb fecurdy lately 
Its entrance by a pond'rous ffcone was closM t 
What room, to feeble fenfe, remaift'd for hope ? **$ 
His followers had abandoned now his cfcufe, 
Chiefly confulting how they might be fefe* 
Upon the following day, his cruel foes 
The Scribes, Chief Priefts* and Pharifees, combined, 
And came to Pilate, thus addreffing him i *o 

Ij Sir, 
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Sir/fwe remember that Deceiver (aid, 
Jn three days time I (hall arife again. 
We therefore pray thai thou WtfUldft place a guard, 
Till the third day, to keep the tomb fecure ; 
Left his difciples fteal his-rorpfe by night, 25 

And then proclaim him rilen from the dead : 
Thus the hit error (hall excfeed the firft. * 
Go then, faid Pilate, you (hall have a watch, 
Be ev'ry thing according to your will;* !IH;" ' u 
Make it as fure as poffibly you can. 1 /, k^o 

Thus authoriz'd, they feal'flthe ftone, and placM * I 
A guard of fotdi&rs found thfefepulchre; ' -; <'ni; :*> 

Now wteiittieeari? &awn>!fegw^ .a\ V 

Its beauties, and declared ttetfm'&zj^ozch^::: rid f 
The third, tt? Appointed dayy'itstieye.lidsi^^v J 33 
A train of women, faithful to their Lord, 
Were walking early to furveythe place ' r 

Where lay depofited their cleared frieijd, . ; L ' ; 
And bringing Tpices to embalm his flefh. r ^ - ■ 39 

But lo! a glorious form from iieav'n came down, 
An angel of the Lord, in light array'd ; 
At his approach the mountains feem'd to nod 
Inftinftive, and the folid orb did quake : 
The (lone was in a moment roll'd afide, 
Which, for a while, became a flaming throne, 45 
On which he Fat in terrible array j 
His countenance as lightening fiercely blaz'd: 

The 
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The keepers (hook with fear,~and fell as dead, 
Juft in that moment rofe the royal Prince 5 
The Lord of glory left the darkfome tomb. 50 

The brighteft fun that ever fhone in heav'n, 
From whom all light is borrow'd, was eclips'd j 
Obfcur'd in darkeft fliades, he fet in blood; 
He dwelt in darknefs, made the duft his bed, 
Though funs and ftars ate only (hades of him. 55 
But foon he rofe triumphant, and appeared 
More beauteous than the radiant fource of day, 
Which chears all nature, makes creation fmile, 
And gladdens ev'ry heart at its approach. 

Or, as when darkeft clouds had long o'ercaft 60 
The horizon, and dreadful ftorms of rain, 
Hailftonei, and furious whirlwinds, tempefts drear, 
Have roar'd around the frighted mariners ; 
When neither fun, nor moon, nor ftars are feen 
For many days, 'till all their hopes are loft. 65 

But when, at length, the fun appears in fight, 
The clouds difperfe, the dreadful blafts are gone, 
The day (hines clear, a fair and pleafant breeze 
Brings them in fafety to their deftin'd port ; 
How joyful is the change S So chang'd the fcene 70 
When Jesus rofe, and morn appear'd more fay: 
After fo fad a night ; the ftorm was hufli'd, 
And balmy zephyrs whifperM, He U ris'cu 



Or, 
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Or, as when Sol is totally eclips'd, 
The gloomy (hade appears more difmal far 75 

Than darkeft midnight in its proper time. 
What fudden confirmation feizes all 
The animals ! The birds affrighted fly 
To covert, or, as though deprived of life, 
They drop their wings, and fall upon the ground ; 80 
The beafts retire, as though 'twere darkeft night ; 
Nations aftonifll'd gaze with terror filPd ! 
Such the tremendous (bene when Jews dy'd. 
But O what pen can paint the gen'ral joy, 
When the bright fun emerges from the gloom ;- 8$ 
Birds fing for gladnefs, beafts and men rejoice* 
Such was the joy in heav'n when Jesus rofe. 

All figures here muft fail, but fancy ftill 
Would wifh indulgence in the glowing, theme. 
When man was firft created, up he call 9* 

His wond'ring and delighted eyes, to view 
The radiant fource of day, an emblem bright 
Of the Creator, who in glory dwells, 
In light ineffable, from darknefs free. 

But can we tell his thoughts, when firft he faw 95 
The (tuning orb defcend to weftern ikies, 
And leave the world to night, not knowing then : . 
Whether or not he fhould behold it more, '.#*. ■ 
To blefs his longing fight with new-born day ?' 
And if his fentiments and feelings were 100 

But 
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But in the leaft congenial with our Own, * 
He might exprefs himfelf in words like thefe : 

Fair fource of day ! fo pleafing to my eyes, * 
On which I gaz'd with raptures known no more; 
Whither, ah whither haft thottited from mfc? . U>$ 
And muft I never fee the light again ? . 
O, I had hop'd to have enjoy'd thy rays, 
While my exiftence fhould endure* but now 
Alas that thou art gone ! I'm in fufpenfe 
Hotf long I may continue, fince I fee no 

That thou art vanifh'd, whom I thought fo late 
To he of ieav'nly origin,— bright, pure, 
The image of the glorious Architect : 
Jn worth fo far fuperior to myfelf. 
Or all that I behold ; for thou didft give i*j 

Beauty and life to ev'iy thing I faw : 
Bat thou art gone ! perhaps for ever gone ! . 
Ah, waft thou (hown me for a little time, 
And then recall'd, no more to blefs my fight, 
To let me feel the want of thee, which elfe 120 

I ne'er had known, if I had not beheld 
Such glorious beauty in thy fhining face 
That beggars all defcription i but now loft, 
What have I left, if I muft be depriv'd 
Of thy effulgence, and in darknefs grope, 1 25 

JJanilh'd from light, and the bleft beams of day ? 

But words are poor, too poor, to reprefent 

V- * " His 
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His joy and glad furprize, when he beheld 

The riling fun on the enfuing morn, 129 

And heav'n-born light appear'd to blefs his eyes ! 

But how much greater woes and pains they felt 
,Who had'enjoy'd ! the Saviour's chearing rays; 
When they beheld the Sun of righteoufncfs, 
That rofe with heavenly healing in his wings, 
Go dovrn at noon, thus early fet in blood, 135 

Cut off by an untimely, curfed death ; 
How did their brighteft hopes expire with him ! 

Great was their mourning for their murder'd Lord! 
As when a prince of greateft clemency, 
In whom benevolence difplays itfelf, 140 

Whofe government is equal, juft, and mild ; 
Whofe laws are redtitude and harmony ; 
And all his afts promote the public weal ; 
Should he by guile and treach'ry be betray'd 
To murd'rous hands, and fuffer Ihameful death ; 145 
How would his faithful fubje&s mourn and wail ! 
So wept our Lord's difciples when he dy'd ; 
And might in mournful plaints exprefs their grief 
In fome fuch melancholy words as thefe. 

And is our Lord and Mafter flam indeed? 150 

Is Chrift the Lord's anointed put to fhame ? 
We trufted that it had been he that fhould 
Judah redeem, and Ifrael's tribes reftore ; 
Under his fhadow we had hop'd to dwell, 

Among 
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Among thfe heathen. whocompgfs us round* - A f; i$$. 
But ah! our fohdeft/expefiation fail$ ! •*-*<:- .- •? 
Wfe thought we could not be deeeivM iriihioi ; ... 
His do&rine,. miracles, and fpotlefs life, 
His patie^Lde, ? and ufcfeign'd* huipiiity> • ■ : - : 7 
Meeknefsi>a(iad refi gnat ion.; • Iqvc and z^eal, . -'• 160 
All joia'd to prove- him mbre than mortal man. ; . 
O what araafcing ibrrows filt out fouls. . % ... 
While: we, remember: alHiis 1 wordi of peace, . . . 
{ Now heafdipa more): land, all his works of love. • . 
Our pleafures gone I : muIaII bur joys are fled ! 165 
All 9 all is loft ? Whatj comfort. £an we fihd* 
Since he is gone from us, — for ever loft ? 
And all we priz'd, or lov'd, is wholly gone. 
j^Thite he was prefent heaven could grant no more ; 
To fee, to hear him fpeak, was all we wilh'd ; 170 
In hioi our .wants and: wi(he^ were fupply'd. ,„ 

So happily we liv'd, fo free from care, ; : **± , 
That grief and falling were to us unknown : c : 
At .wh^ch the Scribes and Pharifees did rage...-. 
But now we find our Matter (pake aright, : 175 

When thus their cenfure mildly he reprov'd, 
Can you fuppofe the Bridegroom's friends wiU faft 
While at the feaft his prefence: they enjoy ? 
But when the day of feparation comes, 
Then (hall they weep and faft, aod grieve and mourn. 
This to our coft is truly verify 'd ; 18 f 

Tke Comforter that oft reliev'd our fouls, 

Is 
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fc fiur from us : how great our forrotfs art ! 

So vaft our grief, it cannot be increased; 

And too confirm'd for time to mitigate. i$$ 

When Jesus dy*d, all nature fympathis'd, . 
Earth from its centre gtoan'd ; the opeft'd graves 
Proclaim- d fome great tnmfaftion near to conies :'. ■ 
And when he rofe, dead men came forth to fee 
The wonders wrought by God's amazing pow'r* 19* 
Thefe (hewM themfelves alive in open light, 
Into the holy city enter'd, and appealed 
To many : thus proclaiming, Jmus lives. 

When the firft company of women came 
Near to the place where Jesus was interr'd, 19^ 
Confuking how to roll the done away, ■* ■ * ■" 

They lifted up their eyes* and (aw 'twas mov'd. 
Then Mary Magdalen, immediately 
(Before (he farther went) ran back to tell 
Th' apoftles, John and Ptter, what was done, sod 
(For (he fuppos'd her Lend was ftoPn away 
And otherwife had not been then informed,) 
White (he went back with this perplexing news* 
The company went onwards to the tomb ; 
The bleffed angel had pofTefs'd the place : 205 

The guards, recover'd from their fwoon* were gone. 

The women entering in, beheld a fight, 
That overpowYd their fpirits ; for there fat 

An 
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tii heav'nly meffenger, who then appeared 

ike a young man in long white garments cloth'd ; 

[At fight of- whom they were affrighted fore.) 21 1 

Who thus addrefs'd them, O be not afraid ; 

'. know that ye feek Jefus who was (lain ; 

rle is not here, for he is truly ris'n : 

Some fee the place where they his body laid : 215 

\nd quickly go and tell his followers, 

Peter especially, that He's alive ; 

Jei^ld he goeth foon to Galilee, 

rhereye (h*ll fee him, as he faid to you : 

What I have told you, ye (hall find the truth. 220 

Ken quickly they departed with great fear, 

And ran to carry his difciples word : 

Byt being fore affrighted, nothing faid' 

To fomc they faw while going on their way, 

i¥ho probably were Mary, Peter, John, 225 

Who ran with fpeed to fee the fepulchre. 

John outran Peter, and came thither firft, 
find (looping down beheld the linen cloaths, 
STet entered not 'till Peter did arrive ; 
Who boldly venturing down, beheld the fame ! 230 
Jut neither (aw an angel nor the Lord. 

Few coaxes out, and John himfelf defcends, 
Uid by the order which he there beheld, 
Pas then convinced that Chrift had left the dead : 

For 
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1 

For they, as yet, had never underftood. 235 

The prophecies, that he muft rife again. . 

Then they departed, leaving Mary there ; ' 
Who, fiird with love to Jesus, ftay'd behind, 
Determined to feek him conftantly, 
'Till (he could find his body ; for (he ftill 240 

Believ'd 'twas ftolen from the fepulchre. 

When they were gone, (he looking in efpy'd 
Two angels fitting, cloath'd in white array ! 
Qne at the head, the other at the feet, 
Where Jesu's feleffe^ body had been laid. 145 

Woman, why weepeft thou ? demanded they. ' 
Becaufe (faid (he) my Lord they have removed, 
And where they've laid hirp I am ignorant, 

When thus (he fpake, (he backward turn'd herfelf. 
And faw the Saviour (land ; but kaew hi«i jiot. 250 

Then he accofted her in words like thefe ; 
Woman, why weepeft thou ? wham feekefl: thou } 

She (thinking him to be the gardener) 
Thus anfwer'd — Sir, if thou haft borne him hence, 
Tell me where thou haft laid him, I entreat, 255 
And I will take him thence immediately. 

Tesus 
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Jesus faid, Mary. She well knew the voice, - 
Andturn'd herfelf, and anfwer'd, Rabboni. 

Then Jesus faid — Embrace me not as yet; 
('That is, At this time take not leave of me) 160 
You (hall behold my face ere I depart. 
Go to my brethren, tell the joyful news, 
That I am rifen, and (hall foon afcend 
Unto my Father, and my God and yours. 
Bid them prepare to fee me ere I go. 26^ 

She was the firft to whom the Lord appeared 
After his refurre&ion from the dead ; 
And (he firft carried the difciples word, 
And told them (he had feen the Lord himfelf; 
And that he had declar'd thefe things to her. 273 

As foon as Jesus thus to Mary fpake, 
He <juickly went to meet thofe fearful ones 
Who lately had departed from the tomb : 
To whom he thu$ addrefs'd himfelf — All hail ! 
Thus kindly diffipating all their fears : 275 

And as they needed greater evidence 
Than Mary did (having been terrify'd) 
He fuffer-d them to hold him by the feef, 
And pay their humble worfhip to him there. 
Then farther fpake to them in mildeft terms — 280 
Be not afraid : Go tell my brethren dear 
To meet in Galilee, to fee their Lord ; 
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As I appointed them before my death ; 
And now command you to declare the fame. 

Then, with great joy, they ran to telWhe news 
To the apoftles : But in th' interim, 286 

Another company of women went 
Unto the fepulchre, and enter'd in ; 
But could not find the body of their Lord : 
And as they were perplexed thereabout, 290 * 

Beho-d two angels, like two men, appeared 
In ihining garments, {landing near to them : 
(Whereas the other women law but one ; 
He on the right fide fat, but thefe ftood up) 
They were afraid, and bow*d their faces down. 795 
But filence then the beauteous angels broke ; 
No mufic ever was fo ravifhing 
As their fweet voices, and the news they told. 
Thus kindly they addrefs'd the tim'rous train — 
Why feek ye now the living 'mongft the dead ? 300 
He dwells no longer in his late abode ; 
He's ris'n. Remember how he fpake to you 
While he was yet alive in Galilee j 
The Son of man muft be deliver'd up 
Into the hands of bloody finful men : 305 

He muft be roock'd, and fcourg'd, and crucifyM ; 
But he (hall rife again on the third day. 

At this they well remembered Jesu's words, 
And foon returned from the fepulchre. 

Ai*d 
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while the other women were detain'd 310 

rig their adoration to their Lord, 
e firft ai riv\d where the difciples met, 
told thofe things to all affembled there, 
hough they knew their characters fo well, 
iends to the Redeemer and his caufe, 315 

r news, fo ftrange, appeared like idle tales ; 
they belie v'd their tidings not at alj. 
'eter, hearing of the angels there, 
lly went a fecond time to fee ; 
fent alone; and {looping down beheld, 320 
inen cl oaths laid by themfelves ; and then 
rted, greatly wond'ring in himfelf 

thofe things fo ftrangely come to pafs, 
s return, two of their company 
hem, to go to Emmaus that day, 32 c 

5 the other women had come in, 
had beheld the Saviour on the road, 
ary Magdalen herfelf return'd : 
ter their departure foon arriv'd. 
yidence increafing by degrees, 330 

•'d th' apoftles minds for farther light, 
homas, probably offended much 
my credit (hould be giv'n to thofe 
propagated a report fo grange : 
ling their brains were much difturb'd, 33 * 
iiat their fancies were impos'd upon ; 
/eaknefs, terror, or credulity, 
lade them to imagine that they faw 

K Strange 
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Strange apparitions, and as ftrange things heard. 
All which he did not credit in the lead : 340* 

And therefore feems to have withdrawn himfelf. 

Here we muft leave them for a little time, 
While we attend another circumftance^ 

Kow while the women were returning, fraught 
With the glad news that they had feen the Lord, 34^ 
Convers'd with him, and worfhipp'd at his feet; 
Th'affrighted guards in terr<?r ran, and told 
That they had feen furprizing dreadful things 9 
An angel, of appearance terrible, 
With raiftient white as fnow, face like the fun, 350 
Had drove them from their ftand, poffeffion took*. 
So our firft parents were from Eden driv'n, 
By cherubim, arm'd with a flaming fword. 
Nor with lefs tremor did the foldiers flee 
Than Lot from guilty Sodom, when in flames $ $$j 
Or Ifraelites from Korah and his troop. 
When earth firft open'd, fwallowing them alive* 
They were in no condition to difpute 
The pafs with fuch a warrior fent ffom heav'n-, 
Arm'd with more terrors than the fabled Jote* 360 
On fam'd Olympus, hurling thunder-bolt** 
By Vulcan form'd, to wound his enemies. 
Though hardy foldiers, they did faint throffgh fear J 
(So terrible is holinefs to fin) : 
Glad to efcape with life, they hardly turrfd • jfy 

'Till 
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'Till in Jerufalem they found themfelves ; 

Where foon they propagated the report, 

To the amazement of the citizens. 

Some of the watch to the chief-priefts repair*^ 

And told the hGrrors of the wond'rous tale, 370 

And added, likely, col'rings of their own ; 

With a defign to exculpate themfelves. 

So cowardly commanders never fail 

To reprefent the dangers great indeed 

£rom which they flee ; for fear creates its ills, 375 

As well as magnifies thofe which exift. 

No doubt, the priefts might partly be convinced 
That Jesus Christ was rifen from the dead; 
But fuch amazing malice dwelt in them, 379 

They would not own the leaft convidtion wrought. 

Thus faith alone is worfe than unbelief 5 
And therefore wifely hath the Scripture join'd 
Confeflion with the mouth, free, open, full, 
And correfponding holinefs of life, 
With faith, to make it faving, found, fincere. 385 
For if thou with thy mouth confefs Christ Lord, 
And in thy heart believe God rais'd him up ; 
Abiding thus in faith, thou (halt be fav'd. 
Man with the heart believes to righteoufnefs, 
And with the mouth a good confeflion makes 390 
Unto falvation ; faith the word of Truth. 

Kz But 
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But many of the rulers did believe 
On Jesus, but his name durft not confefs, 
Left they fliould be expell'd the fynagogue : 394 
They IdV'd men's praife more than the praife of God, 

Thofe who deny the Saviour in. the world, 
And will not own his name before mankind, 
Although they may believe," he will deny 
Before his Father, and his holy ones, 
When he (hall come in glory : and the more 40a 
He will deny them for their barren faith, 
Or ftubbornnefs of will againft their light. 

Thefe wteked priefts with pride and envy filFd, 
Inftead of turning from their evil ways, 
Purfu'd their courfe, and added fin to fin. 405 

Together they took counfel, and agreed, 
To give large money to the foldiers hands* 
(O love of money ! what an evil root !) 
And hir'd them to report a wilful lie ; 
And promis'd to fecure them from all fear 410 

Of the difpleafure of the Governor. 
But would thefe Priefts have taken equal pains 
To fpread the truth, or further good defigns ? 
The guard by money brib'd, were bid to fay, 
This man's difciples ftole him while we flept. 415 
Oh ! foolifti lie ! too grofs to be belie v'd j 
Not only void of probability, 
But quite iinpoffible to be performed. 

Methinks 
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Methinks the devil muft have been afham'd 

Of fuch a flender ftory, fo abfurd ; 420 

Thb' by his children rais'd to ferve his caufe. ' 

For who could thipk a few difliearten'd men,, 

Who fled away the moment Chrift was bound, 

Should on a fudden fo courageous grow, 

As to proceed together, in the night, 425 

To take their matter's body from the grave ; 

Though there a guard of armed men kept watch, 

On purpofe plac'd, the aftion to prevent ? 

The fepulchre in folid rock was hewn, 

So could not eafily be undermin'd ; 430 

All entrance was deny'd but by the door, 

And that was clofed with a pond'rous ftone ; 

That f];one was feal'd, the foldiers plac'd around, 

Were order'd diligently there to watch, 

For one night only, no neeeffity 435 

For fleeping, fince their watching time was fhort. 

Befides they knew, 'twas death to fleep on guard ; 

And Roman difcipline was moft fevere. 

Parents their children would condemn to death, 

For difobedience in the fmalleft point, 440 

Againft their military orders giv'n ; 

Though ev'ry circumftance fhould plainly prove 

The deviation was defign'd for good, 

And the event (hould correfpond thereto $ 

So jealous were they of authority. 445 

And is it likely that thefe foldiers charg'd 

With fuch a matter of importance, flept ? 

K3 Slept! 
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Slept ! though expe&ing fuch a bold attempt ? 

When e'en the novelty of fuch a fcene 

Cquld hardly fail to keep them all awake ; 456 

And was it likely all would fleep at once ? 

And fleep fo found as never to awake 

While the difciples roll'd away the ftone, 

And took the body out, and bare it off ? 

Thieves choofe the darkeft nights for their dc- 

figns; 455 

But now the moon was full, and brightly (hone : 
Which made th* attempt to rob more dangerous. 
Can it be thought that thofe who came to fteal, 
Suppofe them fafely got within the tomb, 
Should be fo void of fear when entered there, 460 
And a£t with fuch deliberation calm, 
As to diveft the body of its clothes, 
(Although glu'd faft with myrrh and oth^r. gums,} 
And fold them up in order, laying down 
Each by itfelf 5 then marching off in peace;, 465 
Carry their prize in triumph, unpurfu'd ? 
But grant thefe things all happen'd 5 how could they 
Who own'd themfelves afleep, pretend to tell 
With fuch exa&nefs, how they came to pafs ? 
Are men afleep allow'd as witneffes I 479 

How could they know who took the corpfe away ? 
Or how pretend to fay, It did not rife ? 
Or if 'twas ftolen, and the robbers known, 

Why 
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Why did they not purfue them when they wak'd, 
And bring the body back, the thieves expofe, 475 
And crufh Chriftianity in embrio ? 
But thefe abfurdities were overlooks j 
And that notorious falfehood, fcandalqus, 
Was commonly reported through the land : 
And was perhaps believed ; for things as grofs 480 
Are fully credited by many now. 
For fuch as give no credit to God's truth, 
(Though fully prov'd by demonftratiQn plain) 
* Are eafily perfuaded to believe 
The moft improbable, palpable lies. 485 

Thofe who the Chriftian revelation hate, 
Pretending that they can't believe it trqe, 
jBecaufe of difficulties they efpy j 
Moft commonly becaufe their lives are bad j 
(For ftubborn infidejity begins 490 

In love of vice, and endeth in defpair ;) 
Believe a thoufand falfehoods mpft abfurd, 
Apd greateft inconfiftencies maintain, 
The grofleft contradi&ions fwallow down, 
And are more credulous than other men, 495 

As might be fully prov'd if need requir'd. 
But if no greater proof can be produc'd, 
To prove that Jefqs did not rife again, 
Than this vain lie, by heathen foldiers fpread^ 
Invented by the Priefts, and Pharifees, 500 

Who hir'd them to fupport fo vile a caufe ; 
I fhall believe more firmly that he rofe, 

K 4 Than 
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Than if this falfehood never had been fram'd. 

For if the fmalleft reafon had appear'd 

To doubt the refurreftion of our King, 505 

This would have been infifted on, and we 

Had never heard of fuch a vague report, 

So falfe, unlikely, vain, ridiculous. 

But to return : the day our Saviour rofe 
He fhew'd himfelf to Simon. Oh ! what grace ! 
That he who thrice deny'd him at his death, 511 
Should be the firft of all the chofen band 
. To whom he fhew'd himfelf alive again. 
Chrift faw he needed comfort ; and he gave 
The greateft confolation he could wifh : 51$ 

Appear'd, and fpake to him of things divine, 
And gave him tokens of his pardoning love. 

The two difciples walking on their way. 
Towards Emmaus, forrowful, convers'd 
Of all things which had happen'd in thofe days. 52Q 
As they together reafon'd, and commun'd, 
Jefiis himfelf drew near, and went with them : 
(Oh ! happy fouls to have fuch company.) 
But him they knew not ; for 'twas his intent 
Their underftandings to enlighten firft ; 525 

That they might in the facred pages trace, 
Thofe plain predi&ions, of his life, and death, 
His refurre&ion, and afcent to Heav'n ; 
In glory there to fit, which frequent are 

Throughout 
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Throughout the pfalms and holy prophets foupd ; 
Nor is the law of Mofes, cleft itute ^i 

Of proofs, by types, and' fhadows of the fame ; / 
All which the Saviour opened to their view. 

O what a wOnd'rous fermon Jefus preach'd ! 
Which made their hearts in glowing raptures burn. 
When juft as he had finifh'd, they drew nigh 536 
Unto their journey's end, but he aflay'd 
Farther to go, but they conftrained him 
To enter in with them ; for being fed 
With heav'nly food, the do&rine of his lips, 54a 
They wifh'd to entertain their unknown friend, 
Anjd profit more from his difcaurfes fweet. 
(The love of God receiv'd expands the heart.) 
He knew their earneftnefs, and with them went ; 
Sat down with them at meat ; but when he took 545 
The bread; and blefs'd, and brake, and gave to them, 
Their eyes were open'd, and they knew their Lord j • 
But inftantly he vanifh'd from their fight. 
Then to Jerufalem they bent their courfe, 
To carry tidings to their brethren there; 550 

Whom they affembled found, in fecret met, 
Saying with joy, The Lord is ris'a indeed, 
And hath appeared to Simon verily. 
The tjvQ difciples then in turndeclar'd, 
How they had feen, and heard him in the way ; 
And how he was made knoNyn in breaking. bread* 556 
As thus they fpake, behold the Saviour flood 

Among 
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Among them vifibly at once confefs'd ; 

And thus addrefs'd them, Peace be unto you. 

Nothing could equal their amaze and fear ; 569 
Joy was with wonder, love with trembling mix'd, 
At this event fo fudden, new, and ftrange. 
For 'twas the firft appearance he had made 
To them colle&ively ; the manner fuel* 
As moft was calculated to furprize. $6$ 

A fpirit they fuppofed him to be, 
Becaufe he enter'd when the door was (hut ; 
And unperceived by their fenfes came : 
But foon he fpake again and calm'd their minds; 
Why are ye troubled ? Why do thoughts arife 57$ 
Within your trembling hearts ? 'Tis I myfelf. 
Behold my hands and feet, the marks they bear ! 
Be fatisfy'd ; come handle me, and fee ; 
A fpirit hath not flefh and bones ; I have ; 
As to your fenfes muft be evident. $7JJ 

When thus he fpoke, he fhew'd his hands and feet : 
And while they yet believed not for joy, 
But were through fear and wonder quite amaz'd J 
He fpake yet more familiarly, and faid, 
My children, have ye any meat at hand ? 589 

Some broiled fi(h and honeycomb they gave ; 
Which he receiving, ate it in their fight : 
Nbt<hat he needed food ; they needed faith. 
While he was eating he reminded them 

of 



Book IV.] THE RESURRECTION, 139 

Qf what he had convers'd with them before. $$ 
Thefe are the words (faid he) I fpake to ybu ? 
That all the prophecies mud be fufill'd, 
Which Mofes and the facred Prophets wrote, 
And which the pfalms declare concerning me. 
Then he their underftanding open'd fo, 590 

That they might underftand the Scriptures plain. 
Thus it is written, thus it Chrift behov'd 
T£q fuffer, and to rife on the third day ; 
And that repentance and forgivenefs both 
Should in his name be preach'd through all the world. 
At firft beginning at Jerufalem : 596 

And ye are witneffes of all thefe things, 
My Father hath fent me, and I fend you : 
Y?ith my authority you (hall be cloth'd. 

Then did he gently breathe on them, and faid, 
Receive the Holy Ghofl., that gift divine. 601 

Whofe fins foever ye remit, they are . 
Remitted unto them, they are releas'd \ % 
And whofe fbever ye retain, (hall be 
Retained unto them, they (hall be bound. 605 

Behold, my Father's promife I will fend ! 
The Holy Glioft, my meflenger divine, 
Shall reft on you, with you for ever dwell ; 
Shall fill your fouls with wifdom, love, and pow'r ; 
Wait for his coming in Jerufalem j 610 

And then to ev'ry nation preach my word. 

This 
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This faid, he left them to that evening week. 
That they at leifure might. consider well, 
What things had paft, what they had feenand heard; 
That they might recoiled his words, and read 615 
The Scriptures, and the prophecies compare 
With their accomplishments ; and be confirmM 
In thefe effentials of the Chriftian fcheme ; 
That Jefus Chrift the true Mefliah is, 
That once he dy'd for all, and rofe again, * 629 ♦ 
And that.fajvation comes through him ialone; 

Thus have I briefly trac'd the hiftory 
Of that good day on which our Saviour rofe, 
A day renown'd above all other days ; 
For then the fun of righteoufnefs came forth, 625 
To blefs the world, and give the nations light. - 

Hail, Prince of Peace ! in fpite of all thy foes ; 
Thou art alive, and liveft evermore. 
And by thy rifing from the grave fulfiird 
TThe facred oracles, which thus exprefs'd 630 

Thy glorious refurreftion from the dead ; 
Before my face Jehovah have I fet, 
From him I never did nor can' depart ; 
I never (hall be moved ; he's my ftrengHi ; 
He always is my aid, at my right hand ; 635 

Therefore my heart i.s glad, my glory fhouts % 
With joyfulnefs, my flelh (hall reft in hope ; 
Becaufe thou wilt not leave my foul in hell, 

Nor 
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NTor let thine Holy One corruption fee. 

The path of life, which leads to thine abode, 640 

My ravifh'd eyes with great delight (hall view : 

Fulnefs of joy is in thy prefence known, 

At thy right hand are pleafures evermore. 

The refurre&ion of our Lord declared 
He was the Son of God with pow'r divine ; 645 
And fhew'd that he was no importer vile, 
But was the One of whom the Prophets wrote. . 
It fhew'd his labours, toils, and fufT rings o'er, 
And his humiliation at an end ; 
And that he had obtained a full difcharge 6ja 

From all the mighty load that on him lay ; 
That he had gain'd the vi&'ry over death ; 
Conquer'd the grave, and triumph'd over hell -, 
Open'd the road to everlafting life. 
For though through weaknefs he was crucify Yl, 655 
He liveth now by God's almighty pow'r ; 
Though once he dy'd to fin, he lives to God. 
And death (hall never more dominion boaft 
O'er fuch a captive, now for ever free. 

Thefe grand events fulfill'd our Saviour's words, 
(As well as many ancient prophecies) 66 1 

And as a prophet thus his character 
Eftablifh'd firmly ; for he often faid, v 
The Son of Man muft be deliver'd up 
To wicked hands j him they (hall crucify; 665 

But 
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* ■ . . 

But on the third day he (hall rife again. 

Thefe fayings were not imderftood at firft; 

But fully juftify'd by the event, 

Were afterwards remember' A, and declar'd 

By lawful witnefTes, who heard them fpoke; $j<* 

But were afraid to alk their meaning then. 

The prophet Jonah, fwallow'd by the whale* i 

And by the fame caft up on the. third day, 
A figure of Chrift's refurre&ion ftaiids ; 
And was the only fign he would vouchfafe Sjj 

Unto that generation mod perverfe ; 
Who did his nobleft miraclfcs rejeft, 
Imputing them to Satan's influence ; 
Nor would the plaineft prophecies believe ; 
Yet clamour'd frequently for figns from Heav'h j 6Sd 
And were as conftantly by him deny'd, 
And to the prophet Jonah ftill referred. 

Doubtlefs thefe things employ'd the ferious thought* 
Of the difciples all the following week, 
And were the conftant thdme of their difcourfe, 68$ 
Until they faw their blefled Lord again. 

But Thomas, being abfent at the time 
When Jefus firft appear'd, could not believe 
That he was truly -rifen from the dead, 
Though all his brethren teftify'd the fame. 696 

He judg'd the thing impoffible, and thought 

They 
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They by a fpe&re.were imposed upon : 

So pow'rfully his unbelief prevail'd, 

He would not credit them* and raftily faid, 

Till in his hands the nail prints I (hall fee, 693 

Nor will I trtfft my fight alone, but muft 

Have farther proof, and put my finger? in> 

And thruft my hand into his open'd fide, 

I never will believe what you affert. 

But when the fecond vifit Jefus made jod 

To his apoftles, Thomas was with them : 
Thus he falutes them, Peace be unto you. 
Then faith to Thomas, Reach thy finger forth, 
Behold my hands, fee where the nails went through } 
Reach here thy hand, and thruft it in my fide i 705 
And be not faithlefs, but believing now. 
Great was the condefcenfion of our Lord, 
In ofPring this difciple what he afk'd, 
To cure his unbelief; he thus convinc'd* 
Immediately exclaim'd, My Lord, my God ! yid 
His ftubborn unbelief confirms our faith ; 
For he believ'd not till he faw and felt, 
And therefore could no longer hefitate. 
Now hear the Saviour's mild reproof to him, 
For not believing on good evidence ; )\$ 

Thomas, thott haft believ'd, for thou haft view'd; 
Bleffed are they who have a faith fo ftrong, 
That though they have not feen have yet believ'd. 
This blefling may be ours, if we believe; 

For 
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For though we fee hini not, we may adore; 726 

And love our Jesus now invifible. * 



Chrift fhew'd himfelf a little after this* 
Upon the ftiore of the Tiberian fea, * . 

Where fev'n of his apoftles had agreed 
To go a filhing, but had no tyceefs 725 

During the night, although they labour'd hard; 
(How little we can gain when Chrift helps not !) 
But in the morning Jefus flood on ftiore, 
(Though choofing to remain awhile unknown) 
And hail'd them, Children, have ye any meat ? 73d 
They anfwer'd, No. Caft ye the net once more 
Upon the (hip's right fide, and ye (hall find. 
At his command they caft the net again, 
And a large draught. of fifties caught at once. 
An emblem of the multitudes of fouls* 735 

That foon were taken in the gofpel net. 
This wonder wro'ught, no longer left them room 
To doubt who gave command. It is the Lord* 
Said John to Eeter ; which when Peter heard * 
He did not wait to bring the ftiip to land $ 7401 

But caft himfelf into^the fea to fwim* 

On ftiore another miracle appear'd, 
A fire of coals, and fifti thereon, and bread, 
Created there at once, awaited them. 
Bring of the fifti which ye have caught, faid he : 745 
This done, a plenteous meal was foon prepared. 

Chrift 
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t.gave tfac invocation, Come and dine. 

hat la ibkifed dkmfer ! Chrift was there!).. 

j duift through doubt to afk him, Who art thou? 

refent knowing that it was the Lord. ' v . ' 750 

ame, and took the bread, and gave to tfocfii > 

lifcewife fiftu O happy guefts indeed ! 

amties crowned their boaid, no ooftty wiies 

x>s'd their bill of fare ; but plaineft food 

(h and bread, and water from the fpfing, 7^5 

doubtlefs all they had to eat, or drink : 

ne utenfils, no, nor table cloth, 

they ; nor fervants waiting their commands : 

iout which many cannot take a meiL 

hey enjoy'd a portion better far, 7^1 

loving prefence of their rifen Lord : . . 

waited on them, and with them paartoak. 

was the third time that he Ihew'd himfelf 

is apoftles after he arofe. 

hen they had din'd, our Lord to Peter faid,* 
thpu, O Simon, love me more thaft thefe? 766 
: was cur'd of all his rafhnefs now, 
therefore fpake with decent modefty, 1 : 

Lord ; thou knoweft that I love thee well, 
/hick the Saviour anfwer*d, Feed *ny iambs, 
queftion was repeated o'er again ; 771 

the fame anfwer was again return'd* -•. . : ." 
vhich the Lord reply'd, Feed well my ibeep. 
'eter had^deny'd his mafter thrive, 

L TV 
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TV important qucftion was the third time put. 775 

Peter was griev'd at this, and thus appeal'd 

To him, from whom no fecrets can be hid': 

Lord, thou that knoweft all things, knoweft well, 

That ftill I loVe thee, whom my lips deny f d. 

Then feed my flieep : faid Jesus, love them too. 

This bleft command he never did forget ; 781 

But fed them with the words of knowledge found : 

And warn'd the elders, faying, Feed God's flock : 

Taking the overfight not by conftraint, 

But willingly, and of a ready mind ; 785 

For love, and not for filthy lucre's fake; 

Neither be lords over God's heritage ; 

But always be enfamplcs to the flock . 

And when the heav'nly Shepherd fhall appear, 

Ye (halt receive from him a glorious crown, 790 

Of blifs unfading j giv'n with high applaufe ; 

And thus be honour'd by the Judge of All. 

Who would not drive to gain fo great a boon ? 

Thus as St. Peter from his ftation fell, 
By thrice denying that he knew the man j 79$ 

So was he reinftated in the fame, 
By thrice to him profeffing ardent love. 
Jesus then warn'd him that he mud: expeft 
Upon the crofs to iuffer martyrdom : 
And him commanded, faying, Follow me. 800 
Peter obey'd, but turning round (aw John ; 
Jlnd feeling eager curiofity 

Ta 
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To know the lot of him whom Jefus lov*d, 
Cry'd, Lord, what (hall he do ? or what of him? 
But Chrift reply'd, 'Tis no concern of tjiine ; 805 
And if my pleafure be that he remain 
Until my coming, What is that to thee ? 
Follow thou me, and my commands attend $ 
This only is thy bufinefs and concern. 
From this a faying went abroad among' 810 

The brethren, that John fho'uld not die at all. 
But Jesus faid not this, but, If I will 
That he (hould tarry till I come again, 
Pray what is that to thee ? Follow thou me. 

But now the time approach'd which Chrift had fet, 
To meet his followers in Galilee. 8l6 

Of his appointment there was notice giv'n, 
And all who chofe affembled at the time. 
This meeting was upon a mountain held 3 
Thither our bleffed Lord in perfon came. 826 

This was no doubt the time that Jesus was 
Of more than half a thoufand brethren feen ; 
Who long remain'd as living witneffes, 
Of what with greateft joy at once they faw, 
The Saviour (who was crucify'd) alive. 825 

They worfhipp'd him as Lord with rev'rence there : 
Receiv'd his public blefling and commands. . 
And O the fweetnefs of his gracious words ! 
All pow'r in Heav'n and earth is giv'n to me ; * 
Go therefore teach all nations, and baptize 3jo 

'..'-.. -M Li Suc^ 
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Such as receive my gofpel, in the name 
Of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft 
Teach them the obfervation of all things, 
Which I it any time commanded you. 
My presence (hall be with you evermore. 83$ 

He that believes,, and is baptized, (hall be 
From condemnation freed, and fhall partake 
My great falvation : fuch as me rejedt 
Muft ftill remain condemn'd, and forely feel 
The confequertces of their unbelief. . 840 

Thefc figns fhall follow fuch as do believe, 
Demons fhall be ejefted in my name, 
By thofe who follow me, and do my will ; 
With tongues of other nations fhall they fpeak :•■ 
They need not fear the ferpent's fatal bite ; 845 

If deadly poifbns they fhould chance to drink, 
No harm fhall liappen to their health thereby :, 
Their laying on of hands fhall cure the fick. 
Thus fhall they be preferv'd from hurt themfelves; 
And furnifh'd with the means of doing good. 850 
And more than this what human heart can wifh ? 
Thus fpake the Saviour ; and his words eonvey'd 
Inftruftion, ftrength, and comfort to their hearts. 
At firft fome doubted, all at laft believ'd. 

Soon after this our Lord appear'd to James, 855 
Who was firft Bifhop of Jerufalem ; 
And far his virtuous life furnam'd, The Juft: 
He was the Saviour's mother's fitter's fon ; 

Brother 
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Brother to Jude, Matthew the publican, 

And Simon Zelotes the Canaanite. 86q 

'Tis probable our Lord appear'd to him, 
Not only that he might have fpecial proof 
That he was rifen from the dead, which he 
Much needed as the Bifhop of the Jews$ 
But to communi<£ate fome fage advice, 865 

Refpe&ing his behaviour in that date; 
Perhaps fome lingular directions gave, 
Not needful for the reft to know ; or elfe 
Encourag'd him to bear his fufTrings well. 

As Jesu's refurre&ion is the ground, 870 

On which the Chriftian faith muft ever ftand ; 
'Twas needful that it { ftiould be fo confined, * 

As npt to leave the fhadow of a doubt 
In the difciples minds 5 and this was done. 
He gave them all the evidence they wilh'd ; 875 
More than ten times he fhew'd himfelf alive 
By m^ny proofs infallible, that fo 
Their faith might on a fure foundation reft ; ' ? 

Not built on fables, but on well known fa&sJ 
The Scriptures he explain 'd, himfelf made known 
Py breaking bread ; he ate and drank with them : 88 i 
Them he reminded of his former words ; 
Freely convers'd with them at different time* f 
Their underftandings open'd, on them breath'd ? 
jjlefs'd then?, and gave them fureft proofs of lovei 

k 3 Shewed 
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Shew'd them his hands and feet ; invited them S86 

To handle him, and feel his flefh and bones : 

That by the teftimony of each fenfe, 

Beyond all poflibility of fraud, 

Deception or miftake, it might be plain 89 b 

That it was he himfelf, rais'd from the dead. 

Thus it is evident beyond difpute 
That Jesus rofe, and triumphed o'er the grave. 
Th* apoftles had the means mod certainly, 
They had the faireft opportunities 89$ 

Of knowing whether he was rais'd or not : 
They could not be in this deceiv'd themfclves, 
And from their character and chief defign, 
And their amazing progrefs and fuccefs 
In propagating true Chriftianity, poo 

Without the force of arms, or human help, 
By preaching, and by miracles alone ; 
Their fleady perfeverance to the end, 
Amidft reproach and fuffrings manifold ; 
The wond'rous fpread of (Thrift's religion then, 905 
, So oppofite to Gentiles, and to Jews, 
And all the prejudices of mankind, 
And its exiftence to the prefent day ; 
Thefe circymftances altogether join 
To prove they never did the world deceive; 910 
And that Cbrift's refurre&ion is a fad, 
That never was difprov'd, nor e'er can be 5 
But; on the other hand is fully prov'd, 

If 
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If human tcftimony or divine 

Can ever be efteem'd fufficient proof; % 915 

And if 'tis poffible for us to know 

That any thing was done which we faw not ; 

Then may we know with greateft certainty, ! 

That Jesus fuffer'd death, ^and lives again : 

And confequently, that Chrfftianky 920 

Bears all the marks of truth we could defire. 

Glory to God, we have full evidence 

Of Jesu'* death and refurre&ion too; 

By the apoftles witnefs, fo confirm'd 

By lives unblameable, and mighty fignS; 925 

That not the leaft exception can be made 

To their report ; nor any caufe be (hewn 

Why we (hould difbelieve a faft fo plain. 

It could not be their int'reft to deceive ; 

They never fought to gain the world's applaufe j 930 

No earthly profpe&s ever led them on. 

iefides they all perfifted to the end ; 
Although it coll their lives, they teftify'd 

The death and refurre&ion of their Lord. 

Thefe faithful fervants never did forget 935 

To tell this glorious news where'er they went ; 

This as the great foundation (lone they laid, 

For men to build their hopes of Heav'n upon ; 

And this by many miracles confirm'*! * 

And feal'd their teftimony with their blood, 940 

For as they had the greateft certainty 

That what they pubhlh'd was the real truth j 

L4 ' With 
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With boldnefs they proclaim'd it to mankind. 
They faw, they heard, they handled, and c6uld fay. 
That which we've heard, and feen, and handled too. 
That we to you declare, that ye might have 946 
That fellowlhip withes we have with God, 
The Father, and his Son, our Saviour Chrift. 

Chriftianity exifts ; and that is proof 
Sufficient that our Lord and Saviour rofe : 950 

Since had he not been rais'd, it mud have fall'n ; 
And been entirely blafted in the bud : 
No witneffes had propagated it ; 
Nor fuch amazing numbers of its foes 
Been fo convine'd, as to befriend its caufe. 95$ 

Its conquefts never had extended wide, 
And conquer'd Rome, the miftrefs of the world ; 
Neither by words of wifdom, force j orpow'r; -. 
But by » the Spirit of the Lord of Hofts ; 
And by its truth and heav'nly innocence. 9641 

Nor had it fpread in thefe remoter realms* .. .,- , \ 
And in thefe latter times maintained its ground i i* 
And the exa&eft fcrutiny endur'd, ,- i 1 

Nor had produced fuch glorious efieds, .".•;/ 3 ■•; v 
Had it been founded in deceit and lies. 965 

Far lefs prevailed fo in that very place r 

Wherein its falfehood might fo eafily 
Have been dete&ed, if indeed 'twas folic : 
Its adverfaries wanted neither will, 
Nor means to have expos'd its fallacy j. 970 

And 
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And 'twas their int'reft to deftroy it thus : 
And fare they would had it been poliible. 

The refurre&ion pf our glorious Lord* 
And gen'ral refurre&ion of the dead, 
Are things of fuch amazing confequence, 975 

Of fuch importance in the Chriftian fcheroe, . 
That all is loft, if they fhould be o'ertfcrowa/ . 

Thus blefled Paul the matter doth exprefs; * . 
For I declar'd the Gofpfcl unfo you, 
Which alfo ye : feceiv'd, in which ye {land i 9&0 
By which ye fliall be fav'd, if ye retain 
And keep in mem'ry what I preach'd to yaw ; 
Uatefs ye have believ'd to none effe<9t. 

Firft, I.deHver'd what I did receive* . .« 

That Chrift our Saviour for our fins did die, 985 
According a*-th* Scriptures had fojretokl; 
Was buty'd? And the -.-third day rofe again, 
As types and prQphecies had long declared.. 
He was of Gepha* feen, then of the twelve j 
Then of j&bove fiv$ hundred men at once : 99ft 

Of whom the : greater part till now remain* . .. 
Though fome are fall's afleep in Jesu's arms j 
Enough are f^Ul alive to prove him rais'd. 

And after that he fhew'd himfelf to Jajnes ; \ • 
And then oncp more 10 all his chofen iraia, 995 

Whom 
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Whom he ordain'd his fpeciai witnefies. 

And lad of all he was by me beheld ; 

Though I appear as out of feafon born ; 

For I of the apoftlcs am the leaft, 

And am not worthy even of the name, xood 

Becaufe I was a perfecutor bold : 

The church of God I hated, wafted it, 

Often compeird its members to blafpheme ; 

Yet I obtained mercy by his grace, 

Becaufe in ignorance and unbelief 1005 

I did whatever I did againft the Lord. ' 

But by his grace I am what now I am : 

His grace was not in vain on me beftow'd j 

I laboured more abundantly than all, 

Yet all the work was wrought by grace alone, joxo 

But whether 1 or they, fo did we preach, 

That Jesus dy'd, and rofe, fo ye beli'ev'd. * 

Now if a rifen Chrift be preach'd to you, 
How fay fome that the dead (hall never rife ? 
If there's no refurredtion of the dead, 1015 

Then 'tis felf evident Chrift is not ris'n ; ; 
If he's not ris'n, then is our preaching vain, 
Your faith is alfo vain, of confequence : 
Yea we are found falfe witneffes of God, 
Becaufe we.teftify'd he rais'd up Chrift, xoao 

Whom he rais'd not except the dead are rais'd. 
For I repeat, T^ if the dead rife not, 
Then is not Jesus rifen from the dead; 

Since 
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Since Christ was truly dead, and if fo ftill, 
Your faith is vain, yet arc yc in your fins : 1025 
And they are perifti'd who in Christ have flept; 
For they have trufted falfehood, fables, fraud. 
For if our hopes in Christ prove falfe at death, 
Of all men we moft miferable are ; 
JJecaufe we've hop f d for the moft glorious things, 
And have the greateft fufferings endur'd, 1031" 

In expectation of a better life. 

But now is Jesus rifen from the dead, 
And hath become the firft born from the grave : 
For fince by man came death, by man alfo 103$ 
The refurre&ion of the dead is come ; 
for as in Adam all his children die, 
E'en fo in Christ fhall all be made alive. 
But «v'ry man muft in his order rife ; 
Christ muft in all things have pre-eminence ; 1040 
Is therefore call'd, the Firft Fruits ; he rofe firft 
To die no more; he firft afdtaded up^ 
And entered Heav Vs eternal gates 5 which then 
Were firft unfolded to the hurtian race ; 
He as our great fore-runner entered in, 1045 

And took poffeffion of his royal feat. 
But at his coming, all his faints (hall (hare 
Jrlis refurre&ion, kingdom, crown, and throne. 
Then fhall he rule till ev'ry foe fubmits, 
And de^h of pv'ry kind (ball be deftroy'd, 1050 

But 
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But if the refurredtion be not .true, 
Why do we ftand in jeopardy each hour ? 
We muft be fools, or madmen, to expofe 
Ourfelves to conftant fufPrings, and to death ; 
Without the profpeft of a fure reward : 1055 

For I proteft to you I daily die. 
Why flxould I fight with beads at Ephefus, 
Pray what advantage will accrue therefrom, 
Except the dead arife ? Let's eat' and drink, 
To-morrow we (hall die, and be no more. i960 

But O, my brethren, be not ye deceiv'd, 
Eyfl communications will corrupt < 
Good manners; but awake, awake 
To righteoufnefs of life, and fin no more. 
For fome concerning truth have greatly err f d, io6£ 
Of faith and of good confidence (hipWyeek made. 
The refurre&ion they deny, or iky 
That it is paft already, and o'erthrpw 
The faith of fome unliable wav'ring fouls. . 
But God f s foundation ftandeth firm and furej 107Q 
He knoweth who are his, and them* he feals, 
Aftd let all thofe who love the name of Chrift, 
Depart from all iniquity and fin j 
In faith and pra&ice both, and thus approve 
Themfdves, indeed, as children of the light. |0£$ 

Remember Jesus Christ, of I)avid*s feec|, 
Was jaifed from the dead, as I have preach'd- 

Thy* 
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Thus Paul declares; arid all th* apoftles join 

To teftify the fame ; nor (hould it be 

Omitted now, fince many Antichrifts io8q 

Nowrife, and contradid th' important fa& ; 

And feek to overturn the Gofpel plan ; 

Wrefting the Scriptures, and deftru&ion bring 

Upon themfelves, whofe judgment ling'reth not. 

But let Christ's minifters unite to preach 1085 

A Saviour born, who liv'd, and dy'd, and rofe, 

Afcended, intercedes, (hall come again, 

For purpofes mod awful, glorious, grand. 

(Of which hereafter I propofe to write 

If God permit, if not, his will be done.) 1090 

As he arofe, fo (hall he raife the dead, 
The juft, and unjuft, all that fleep in death, 
Shall hear his voice, and from their graves come forth; 
The juft (hall wake to life, th' unjuft to (hame ; 
•Each in their feafon j fome (hall come with huh, 
Be rais'd in glory, reign with him on earth : i60 
The other dead ftiali not be rais'd again, 
Until the thoufand years are finilhed. 

O that we may the pow'r of Jesus know, 
In raifihg up our fouls from fin and death, 1100 

To the bleft life of holinefs complete ; 
That when he comes to earth a fecond time, . . 
Our bodies may be rais'd, and we hkve part * . 
In the firft refurre&ions then we (hall . ' ■ . \ 

From 
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From the dread fecond death be ever free ; x 105 

And life eternal with our Lord pofiefs. 

Hh refurre&ion is a proof of ours ; 

Laid a foundation for our trembling fouls, 

Where we may truft, and never be afraid ; 

Our fouls and bodies we to him commit, mo 

Who can preferve them to his glorious day, 

And then reftore them to each other, purg'd 

From fin and all corruption, pure and free. 

We need not fear that we (hall be forgot ; 

Our bodies (hall be rais'd as Jesu's was. 1 1 1 $ 

Why is it thought a thing incredible 
That God (hould raife the dead ? Did he not make 
All things at firft ? And can he not reftore ? 
Does he not raife the feed which dies, to life ? 
And from a germ, almoft invifible, 11 20 

The plant produces, and a body gives 
As pleafes him, to ev'ry feed his own ? 
Do we not fee the lovely flow'rs of fpring 
Revive from winter's death, and flourilh fair ? 
A figure of the refurredion this. 1-125 2 

How many little creatures change their forms t 
From loathfome worms, that on foul ordure fed, 
And crawl'd on earth, become moil beauteous flies ; 
Rife in the air, expand their fhining wings, 
And feed on balmy dew ? Oh, how unlike 1130-^ 
To what they were a little time before 1 

Thejr 
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They (lowly drew their tirefome load along ; 
But now they fwiftly fly, with greateft eafe, 
Almoft forgetful of their former life : 
Which if at all remember'd, muft be loath'd. iijj 
Their food, defires, air, form, life, exercife, 
Are all (b difPrent from their former (late, 
That fcarce the lead refemblance now remains 
Of what they were, and yet we know full well 
The fubftance of their bodies is the fame, 1 14b 

Though greatly chang'd : they feem'd to pafs through 

death ; 
<And for a time appear'd as wholly loft ; 
They (truggled hard to caft their cloathing off, 
That fo they might be cloath'd in better forms : 
Then for a while they lay as dead, but foon 1 145 
Came forth from prifon, rufhing into life. 
But oh, how chang'd ! how eafily they move ! 
How free they feel ! how they enjoy themfelvesl 
Thus (hall our refurre&ion bodies be 
As different from thefe mortal clogs we wear, 1 150 
As the gay fly is different from the worm. 
Thcfe in difhonour and corruption fown, 
In glory (hall be rais'd, and incorrupt : 
Though(b\yn in weaknefs, (hall be rais'd in powV: 
A nat'ral body fown, like feed in earth, n^ 

Shall fpiritual be rais'd, renew'd, and chang'4 : 
All fafhion'd like the body of our King. 
How glorious (hall our raifed bodies fliine ! 
In fymmetry Qr;juft; proportion fprm'd, 

Witji 
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With genuine colour and vivacity ; it 60 

All in the bloom of youth and beauty cloth'd ; 
No more a cumb'rous load of mortal fiefti, * 
Our fpirits fhall opprefs, nor age, nor pain. 

Some (hall not deep at all, but pafs at once 
From mortal life to an immortal date; 1165 

Chang'd in the twinkling of an eye, they'll find 
There's nothing hard for Deity to do. 
Thefc would obtain a great pre-eminence 
Over their brethren, if the dead rife not. 
But Saints, who may remain till Jesus comes, 1170 
Shall not prevent the faithful ones that fleep 
From fpringing into life. Chrift will defccnd, 
With the Archangel's voice, and trump of God; 
The dead in Chrift (hall be deliver'd firft 
From their dark prifons ; then the living faints 1175 
Shall iall be chang'd, and with the rais'd caught up, 
To meet the bleffed Jesus in the air; 
And fo (hall be for ever with the Lord, 

moft exhilerating thought, to all 

That love our Jesus in fincerity ! 1 180 

Each true believer .in his name, may fey* 

1 know that my Redeemer ever lives ; . * 
That in the latter ages he (hall come 

In glory, and his feet (hall (land on earth ; 
Though worms deftroy this body, he can raife j x i&$ 
And in my flefti I (hall my God behold ; 

Mine 
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Mine eyes and not another's (hall enjoy 

That ^ght fo glorious, though my reins fhould be 

Confiim'd in me, for Jesus can reftore. 

O may the God of Jefus Chrift: our Lord, 1 1 99 
The Father of all Glory, give to us 
The fev'nfold Spirit, with his heav'nly gifts 
Of wifdom, revelation, pow'r, life, love, 
Sound mind, and faith, that fo we may obtain 
The knowledge of our Lord, and Saviour Chrift : 
That fo our mental ray from error purg'd, 1 196 

Our tinderftanfling's eyes enlighten'd, we 
May know the hope of God's vocation fure, 
And what the riches of his glory (hewn, 
Among the faints, his lov'd inheritance; . J200 

And what th' exceeding greatnefs of his pow'r, 
His mighty pow'r, which he in Jesus wrought, 
When from the dead he rais'd him, and advane'd 
His throne above all principality, 
Pow'r, might, dominion, ev'ry other name, 1205 
Not only in this age, but that to come. 
Put all things in fubje&ion under him, 
And gave to him authority to be 
Head over all things to the church of God ; 
She is his body, He's her head and King, 121 o 

She is his fulnefs, He fills all in all. 

Now may the God of Peace, that brought again 
From the dark grave, the regions of the dead, 

* M Jesus 
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Jesus our Lord, great fhepherd of the (heep, 
Through that moft precious blood by which he feaPd 
The new and everlafting Covenant, xi i* 

Perfeft our fouls in ev'ry holy work, 
Teach us to know and do his perfedt will, 
Working within us all that pleafes him ; 
Through Jesus Christ, to whom all glory be, 
From age to age, world without end. nz^% 

Amen. 
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BOOK V. 



THE ASCENSION. 




'AIL, glorious Saviour ! Son of God moft.high ! 
Heir to the crown of earth, as well as Heav'n ! 
Permit a feeble worm, like me, to ling 
The glories of that bright triumphant day 
When thou afcended to the realms of light, 5 

And reconcil'd the ruin'd race to God, 
And took poffeflion of thy glorious throne : 
And as a token fure the Spirit fent, 
With all its plenityde of grace and pow'r. 
With thee I've pafs'd through life, and cruel death, 
With thee defcended to the deeps profound ; 1 1 

And trac'd thy progrefs through the nether world - 9 
Declar'd thy refurre&ion from the tomb. 
Thefe mighty wonders, with their grand defigns, 
In feeble ftrains my fait 'ring pen has trac'd ; 15 

And thou haft been my guide. O leave me not 
While I attempt to fing immortal themes, 
Themes that mufi warm the frozen heart to love ; 
The triumphs of thy entrance into Heav'n, 
To intercede for rebel fons, of men. 20 

M 2 O leave 
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O leave me not to flag in this afcent ! 

But give my tongue to ling in higheft drains, 

In language fuitable to this defign, 

That glorious, grand, magnificent event, 

Thine entrance into Heav'n, now to appear ■ 25 

Before the face of God moft High for us. 

Now forty days had pafs'd fince Jesus rofej 
On earth this period he abode, to prove 
Himfelf alive, to comfort all iiis friends. 
To triumph over principalities, $9 

The rulers of the darknefs of this age ; 
To difconcert the foe, hell's wily prince. 
The time of forty days to meiappeaxs . 

An sera moft peculiar ; forty days 
Was Mofes in the Mount, convers'd with God,; 35 
Did neither eat nor drink, but heard the words . 
Of him that fpake, and gave his .righteous laws. 
Mofes endur'd this trial to the end ; 
So did not Ifrael, for they turn'd afide, 
And made a golden calf, and worfhip gave 40 

To the vain idol which their hands had made, 
And thus provok'd the mighty God to wrath. 
But Mofes to the mountain's top aifcends, 
There intercedes for Ifrael, forty days, 
As at the firft, a folemn faft he kept. 45 

God heard him, and forgave the horrid crime, 

Elias, famous prophet of the Lord, 

H# 
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He went a journey to the mount of God, 

And forty days remain'd in that retreat, 

Upon the ftrength of two celeftial meals 50 

Brought by an angel's hand ; no more he took 

Until the days expir'd ; then he returned. 

The Saviour fafted in the wildernefs, 

And forty days endur'd temptation's pow'r: 

So forty days he tarry'd on the field, 55 

After .his bloody fight, and vi&'ry gain'd j 

To give his foes an opportunity 

To rally all their force, and try their pow'r, x 

Difpute.his paffage back to Heav'n, or take, 

By force of arms, the fpoils which he had won. 60 

Difrobe him of his laurels, bind again 

The pris'ners he had freed, and him defeat. 

The feafon being paft, he now prepares 

To re r afcend Lis native Heav'n, and give * 

Frefh tokens of his boundlefs love to man. * 65 

One vifit more the dear Redeemer made , 

To his apoftles in Jerufalem ; 
Not to convince them he was ris'n, for they 
Were fully fatisfy'd refpe&ing that , 
But to encourage, ftrengthen, and dired, 70 

And thus prepare them for the arduous work 
In which they fhortly were to be engag'd : 
To fpeak thofe things of greateft confequence, 
pertaining to the kingdom of their God. 
Then he repeated what he told them firft, 75 

V." " ■" M3 That 
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That 'twas his pleafure they fhould tarry there 
Till they fhould be endu'd with heav'nly pow'r ; 
Affuring them not many days fhould pafs 
Ere they, baptized with the Holy Ghoft, 
Should be prepaid the Gofpel to proclaim. 8q 

Then they demanded; Lord, wilt thou reftore 
The promis'd kingdom unto Ifrael now ? 
To which he anfwer'd, That concerns you not : 
The times and feafons hath the Father plac'd 
In his own pow'r, beyond all human reach ; 85 

To you that knowledge therefore is not giv'n. 
But when the Holy Ghoft on you {hall come, 
(The Father's promife which you heard of me) 
Thenwifdom, pow'r, and love, you fhall receive 
And fhall be fully qualify' d to go 96 

As chofen witneffes of me your Lord, 
Throughout Judea's and Samaria's land, 
And to the utmoft bounds of earth itfelf $ 
As well as in Jerufalem to preach. 

Now was the time that Jesus muft afcend 95 

To his triumphant throne, in Heav'n above. 
He chofe that his difciples fhould behold 
This moft tranfporting fight, for reafons plain ; 
That they in vain fhould not expedt or wait 
For his returning vifits here below : 160 

Though they had known him in the flefh fo long, 
Yet from that time they knew him fo no more. 

He 
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He chofe that fome who faw him on the crof$, 
la his eftate of fhame and deep difgrace, 
And had beheld him afterwards alive, 105 

Should witnefs his afcenfion up on high. 

The Mount of Olives was the chofen place 
Where laft his facred feet (hould touch the ground ; 
And on this very Mount his feet (hall ftand, 
As Zechariah plainly hath foretold, 1 xo 

When he fhall come with all his train of faints : 
Thither he led their way, they follow'd on. 
Thus when the Lord would take Elias up, 
Elilha went with him, until he faw 
The flaming chariot, and its fiery horfes; 115 

Angelic guards, that in thofe forms append, 
*£ o take the Prophet fropi the world of men, 
To brighter realms, the regions of delight. 
Eliflia faw thq awful parting fcene, 
His mafter taken from his head away, 1 to 

And cry'd, My Father, Q my Father dear ; 
The great defence of Ifrael's land is gone; 
Her chariots, and her horfemen mount aloft. 
Then taking up his matter's mantle, fmote 
Fam'd Jordan's waters, which divided were, 125 
When he invok'd the great Elijah's God. 

But who can paint the beauty of that day 
When Chrift the Saviour left the world, to go 
> To his bleft Father's bofom ; whence he came 

M 4 To 
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To live on earth, to die, to rife, afcend, 133 

To make atonement for the human race ? 
For though on earth the facrifice was made, 
The incenfe muft be offend in the Heavens. 
The law of Mofes pointed unto this -, 
The bodies of thofe beafts whofe blood was flied 
To make atonement for the people's fins, 13(5 

Were burnt with fire, without the camp; their blood 
Was brought by the high prieft within the vail. 
Thus Jesus fhed his blood, and fuffer'd death * 
Without the gate, upon Mount Calvary ; 14a 

To fan&ify, and cleanfe us from all fin : 
But as the great high prieft he muft arife, 
And re-afcend to Heav'n, and there prefent 
His ofPring pure before the throne of God, 
Within the vail, the holieft place of all ; 14*5 

Where none befides could enter, till his death, 
And re-afcenfion, open'd wide the way, 
A new and living way to God above, 
A confecrated way through his torn flefli. 

Now at the Mount of Olives .they arriv'd ; 159 
That facred Mount that had fo frequently 
Been vifited by Jesus in his life ; 
Was his laft ftage on earth, and fhall remain 
To be his footftool when he comes in clouds, 
In that great day his feet thereon (hall ftand ; 1 eg 
Then fhall it cleave afunder, and remove 
Half to the north, and half towards the foutb, 

And- 
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And leave. a valley deep and large between. 
No doubt can then remain when Jesus comes, 
Becaufe thefe certain tokens will take place j i6q 
For what Jehovah faith (hall be fulfill^. 

Attend with joy, and wonder, now behold 
The blefled Jesus lifts his lovely hands, 
To blefe his dear difciples, who furpriz'd, 
Soon faw the feparation long foretold ; 165 

Jesus was parted from them, and went up ; 
Majeftic he afcended, they beheld • 
Till a bright cloud received him from theif light. 

Thus parted from them, up to Heav'n he went, 
And thus in clouds he (hall to earth return. 17a 

They filPd with wonder, mix'd with rapt'rous love, 
Stood gazing, following Jesus with their eyes, 
As he foar'd upward, and from earth withdrew. 
As thus in admiration loft they ftood, 
They faw at length two men in white array, 175 
Two holy angels from the realms of light, 
Who near them ftood, and fweetly them addreft, 
In words like thefe, Ye men of Galilee, 
Why ftand ye gazing upwards into Heav'n, 
As though ye never fhould behold him more ? 180 
For this fame Jesus, who is taken up 
From you to Heav'n, ,(hall furely come again, 
In the fame manner as ye fee him go, 
Thron'd on a cloud from Heav'n he fhall defcend ; 

Array'd 
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Array'd in glory, he'll in perfon come, 18$ 

He'll vifibly appear in the fame form, 

With the fame body, mark'd with the fame wounds. 

But O with what fupreme authority 

He'll come invefted ! Glorious heav'nly hofts 

Shall then attend him, as on him they wait . 190 

To grace his triumph to the upper fkies. 

Doubt not, for you (hall furely fee'him come. 

No promife can be plain if this is not. 

Now when the chofen train had feen their Lord 
In this triumphant manner leave the globe, 193 

And heard thefe words which prpmis'd his return, 
They bow'd their knees, and paid him homage there. 
Then with great joy they backward bent their courfe, 
And to Jerufalem they all repair'd, 
And clofe abiding in an upper room, 20Q 

In pray'r and fupplication they remained, 
Waiting that moft important grand event, 
The coming of the Holy Ghoft with pow'r ; 
Which was the blefling Jesus promis'd them, 
If he fucceeded in his grand defign, 205 

Of ent'iring tleav'n, and interceding there, 
And of obtaining gifts for rebel men, 
A proof of reconciliation made ; 
And God's acceptance of his ofFring pure. 

Thus when of old the confecrated prieft, 21Q 

Within the veil before the mercy feat, 

Cajry'd 
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Carry'd with awe the reconciling blood, 
To make atonement for the people's iins, 
And facred incenfe fweet, with burning coals, 
To caufe a rich perfume before the Lord ; 215 

The congregation round the awful place, 
At humble diftance pray'd, with holy fear; 
None dar'd to enter, nor fo much as look, 
Whether or not their pried acceptance gain'd, 
But waited, trembling, hoping, infufpenfe; 230 
For 'twas an awful thing to enter there, 
And none might hazard it on pain of death, 
Except the prieft, and he but once a yean 
He muft be clean, in holy garments clad ; 
With blood and incenfe, and the facred fire 225 
He muft be well prepar'd, and then alone 
The hallow'd place muft enter, where unfoen 
By all but God, he muft the incenfe burn. • 
Sev'n times before and on the mercy feat, 
With greateft rey'rence muft he fprinjde blood; 230 
There make atonement, and there intercede. 
But when the fign of God's acceptance (hone 
Upon his breaft-plate, then he leap'd for joy ; 
The people heard without the golden bells, 
And by that certain token knew he liv'd, 235 

And that he was accepted as their prieft, 
4nd they in him ; at which they loud rejoic'd. 
Still as he mov'd, the well-known found they heard, 
Their joy continued, till at length he came, 
To them, and they beheld his honour'd face. 240 

So 
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So Jesus gave as evident a fign, 
By which his friends might know when he had gain't} 
Thofe things which he departed to procure. 
And till fuch time as he this token fent, 
He charg'd them in Jerafalem to flay ; %^ 

Nor once attempt his Gofpel to proclaim, 
Until they knew from him the wifh'd fuccefs. 
Here then we'll leave them for a while, and trace 
The glorious Saviour in his journey home ; 
And while they fuppKcate with conftant pray'r, 250 
My mufe advent'rous, aided by my God, 
Shall follow Jesus, mark his (hining way, 
Nor once defcend to earth, until fhe brings 
Some, glorious tidings of her Lord's arrival 
At Heav'n's high court, and of his entrance there. 
Nay, (he's determined not to be deny'd 256 

To look' within the vail, there will (he flay, 
And fee the wonders wrought before the throne ! 
For fo important is the prefent fcene, 
And all mankind fo interefted are, 360 

That all muft perifh, if the Saviour fails 
T' accomplifh his high errand to the fkie$. 
Therefore attend, ye mortals, to my fong. - 

Now had the Saviour journey 'd on his way 
Slow, as in folemn pomp, for at his feet, 2,6$ 

Ten thoufand millions and ten thoufand more 
Of heav'nly guards attended him along; 
Befides, he led in chains his captive foes, 

To 
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To grace his triumph, and proclaim his pow f r. 

Though for? againft their will, he dragg'4 their hofts 

And leaders to the portals of the fley % aj i 

For of them openly he made a fhew, 

Triumphing Over them in that great day, 

Before the countlefs millions of his friends. 

Nor muft i here forget his pris'ners freed ; £j$ 

For then he led captivity captive, 

The .trophies of his glorious vi&'ries brought 

From ev'ry placs, where he had conqu'ring paftj 

From e&rih, from Hades, grave, and darkeft, (hades* 

O what a triumph had our Lord and King! • 2$» 

Compar'd to which the triumphs of the great, 

Heroes, monarchs, of Perfia, Greece, or Rome, 

Jlre trifles mean, unworthy of a name ! 

How angels chaunt the fplemn joyful lay! 

Paufe here a moment, join the heav'nly fong, aS^ 

O clap your hands, ye people > fhout to Gods 
Siag mth a loud triumphant voice to him ; 
For he, the Lord moft high, is terrible: 
He's the great Monarch over all the earth. 
.God is .gone up to Heav'n, with fhouts and fongV 
Jehovah,, with the trumpet's joyful found ; 2,9 1 
But who is this Jehova« ? 'Tis the Lord, 
.The Saviour Jefus, and is none but he $ , . : r 
For the eternal Father never mov'd 
Jtiis court from Heav'n above, nor chang'd his plape ; 
But fent hi* §on, his minifter of love, &9S 

T To 
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To dwell on earth a while, then rife to Heav'n. 
O then fing praifes to our Saviour God ; 
Sing praifes, praifes to our conqu'ring king : 
Sing praifes, God is king, and Lord of all ; 300 
With underftanding found his praifes high. 

Kbw had the Conqu'ring Hero journey'd on 
Through different fyftems, far remote from view* 
And though his march to angels flow appear'd, 
(Ev'n as a grand proceflion does to meij) 305 

*Twas fwiftcr far than morning beams of light ; 
Through fhining realms, and flarry plains he paft, 
Nor halted on his way till he arriv'd 
Before the glorious city's pearly gates. 
The tabernacle of th' eternal King, 31b 

God's city, new Jerufalem, above. 
Diftant from earth ten million million miles* 
Yet thought can travel this amazing length 
In one fmall moment ; Jesus was not lbng £ 
Since news returned from thence in ten days time, 
By HeavVs exprefs that he had fafe arriv'd, 316 
And had perform'd his glorious enterprize ! 
There halted Jesus with his num'rous train, 
And now in form demanded entrance in. 

Lift up your heads, eternal gates, unfold, 3W 
Ye everlafting doors be open'd wide, 
To give the King of Glory entrance here. > 

Who is the King of Glory ? Who can claim 

Admittance 
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Admittance here ?, What fon of Adam's race, 

That can engage his heart fo to approach 325 

Thefe facred walls, and urge his way to God ? 

Jehovah, ftrong and mighty, comes to dwell 

In HeavVs imperial palace for a time, 

To make atonement and to intercede 

For the rebellious fons of men below ; 330 

He that hath fought, and overcome the hofts 

Of earth and hell, combin'd in dread array ; 

Behold the trophies of his vi&Yies here ! 

The fpoils that he hath taken on the field. 

The mighty One, in battle claims his crown : 335 

Whofe name the Lord and King of Glory is. 

Who is the King of Glory fb renown'd ? , 

Jehovah, Lord of heav'nly hofts is he ; 

Th* eternal Father's only Son and Heir, , 

To whom all pow'r in heay'n arid earth is giv^n; 340 

The brightnefs of his Father's glory pure, 

The beautiful expreffion of his form, 

In whom all fulnefs in perfe&ioh dwells. 

He left thefe regions bright, his native home, 

And cloath'd in clay in yonder world fojourn'd ; 345 

And fuffer'd num'rous woes and ills for men. 

How often was his countenance griev'd and fad ! 

How often were his eyes in tears fuffus'd ! 

At laft he fuffer'd death, his foul was made 

An ofPring for the fins of human race ; 350 

But though Ife feem'd to fall in battle fore, 

He 
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He falling conquered, foon he rofe again j 
Aid now returns to fill his royal feat. 

Then the eternal gatps were opened wide, 
The King of Glory eaterM ; but his hofts $$$ 

Remain'd a while without, as feem'd moft fit, . 
For the Redeemer had a work to do , 
In Heav'n, ere man could ever enter there ; 
And hence 'twas neceffary he (hould leave 
The earth, that feats in blifs he might prepare, $6fr 
For thofe who love, obey, and follow him. 
A work remain'd which he muft do alone, 
For he alo^e was equal to the taik,/ 
To enter, and approach the face of God, 
And make full reconciliation there, £$t 

~$or all the fins and failings of mankind ; 
And thus remove obftru&ions from the way 
• That leads from earth to Heav\n, and to obtain 
That HeavVs eternal gates, now open'd wide* 
Should Teadily admit the righteous in* 370 

And that the Holy Spirit might be fent 
To dwell with men, to fan&ify their fouls ; 
And thus prepare them for this greateft boon 
To dwell with God in regions of delight* 

Far in the center of this oky ftands 3^5 

Upon a lofty mount, the throne of God> 
Begirt with uncreated light around, * 
Which_aone of all the bright fcraphic hoft 

Might 
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Might dare to look upon, for lefs approach; 

Which to prevent, a vail that dark appears 380 

Seems like a curtain drawn around ; though form'd 

Of unapproachable and glorious light. 

Thither the Saviour, beauteous to behold, 

In glory march'd majeftic, with intent 

Before the burning throne to offer up 385 

His incenfe fweet, and to prefent his blood $ 

To make atonement for the fins of all : 

To offer up his interceffions there, 

Nor ceafe till he the blefling (hould obtain 

The Holy Ghoft, with all its heav'nly gifts, 390 

Which he had promis'd to his chofen one*. 

But (hall I paufe a little and defcribe 

Th* appearance of my Lord and Saviour then ? 

Affift me, O divine and facred Dove ! 

Not Aaron in his coftly, prieftly robes, 395 

Nfa4e fach a figure when within the vail 

He enter*d on the great atonement's d*y. 

But as thofe things were figures, we'll attend 

To their defcription, for their patterns giv'n 

By God himfelf were never giv'n in y^in, 4P0 

The breaft plate, ephod, robe, and broider'd coat, 

The mitre, and the girdle, pointed ouf 

The garments of falvation Je$u$ \yqre, 

When, he before the Father's thfone appear'd. 

The gold, blue, purple, fcarlet, linen fine, 405 

Betoken precious, coftly, royal robe?, 

Fit for our great high prieft and king to. ^ep j 

N I^obes 
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Robes dy'd in blood, which he had Ihed for us. 

Twoprecious ftones were in the ephod placed, 

On Which the names of Jacob's fons were grav'd* 

One on each fhoulder, worn by Aaron, flicw'd 41 i 

That Jesus on the (houlders of his pow'r 

Bears all the names of thofe for whom he xly'd. ■ 

This faften'd by a girdle of the fame, 

Betoken'd truth and fait&fulnefs in him, 41$ 

Who hath engag'd to intercede for us. 

But, O the breaft-pldte, curious to behold, 

Of the fame rich materials made ; four fquare, 

A fpan in length and breadth : there fet in gold 

Twelve ftones, all different, yet all precious (tones, 

On each a name indelibly engrav'd, „ 421 

Were glo.ious to behold, and plainly fhew'd 

That Jesus bears our names upon his heart; 

Addjov'd us with an everlafting love : 

Or never would he bore our load of fins, 425 

Dear Reader yours and mine! O think of this! 

The ephod and the breaft-plate firmly join'd, 

Shew pjw'r ancTtave combin'd our fouls td fave. 

The Urim and the Thummim here were plac'd, 

Light and perfections dwell on Jesu's heart ; 43Q 

And when he did approach the facred feat 

Whereon Jehovah in full glory (hone, 

Our names were covet'd with the heav'nly light. 

The ephod's robe of blue, upon its hem 

Hung golden bells, and pomegranates around, 43 

The fweet and charming found of golden bells 

Seer 
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Seems things of great joy, good news to men, 
GOQd-r.wUU peace, pardon, wifdom, love, and pow'r, 
Jbjjjs the Saviour dy'd, rofe, lives for us. 

The pppaegranates are fruits, with homely rinds, 
But/ull of colouf'd juice, and num'rous feeds; 441 
So all the faints are Jesu's precious fruits, 
Though not to be defir'd by worldly eyes, 
They are enrich'd with grace, and now Contain 
Thq feeds of glory and eternal life. 445 

Next comes the mitre and the glorious crown, 
Ob front of whkh a plate of gold contain'd 
Holiness to the Lord, thereon engrav'd > 
To teach us no unholinefs can come 
Befor.e Jehovah's face, whofe purer eyes 450 

Iniquity and evil cannot bear. 
But Chrift w?ts holy, harmlefs, undefjiTd, 
A«*4 fepar^te frpm finners, free from fin, 
No ftain had he, in him was no defedfc, 
Pure was his life, aivi perfeft was his heart : 455 
He kept the law, in whioh he did delight, 
He magnify'd, and made it honourable. 
Thus with a garment cloth'd down to the foot, 
And girded with a golden girdl? rpuad, 
Our great high prieft appeaj'd 5 on him wa$ pow'4 
Thp holy ointment, confeqrating oil. 461 

He held the facred fpices in his hand, > 

X© iixake a fweet perfume before the throne. 

Na Look'd 
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Look'd like a lamb that had been newly (lain, 

The fears and wounds (hew'd frefli, his blood he, held 

In a clean vefiel, as an off' ring pure. 46^ 

Thus he prepared, and habited, went on, 
Advancing to the vaft abyfs of light, 
As the true eagle foars towards the fun, 
Nor fears its radiant beams ; fo he beheld 470 

That awful fight with rapture, which to us 
Would caufe an inftant death ; for this was (hewn 
Under the law, for none but the high prieft 
Might view the holieft place on pain of death : 
To (hew that none could fee God's face and live, 475 
Except the Lord, our great high prieft above. 
For all thofe things appointed by the law, 
Were types, and patterns of the heav'nly things. 

Before the throne a facred altar ftands, 
Whereon the holy fire for ever burns ; 480 

This altar faw Ifaiah in a trance ; 
And this faw John in vifions of the Lord, 
The fire was order'd never to go out 
Upon the altar which was made below, 
To reprefent th' eternal fire of Heav'n. 485 

Another altar made for incenfe (lood 
Without the vail, before the mercy feat, 
On which, each morning, incenfe muft be burnt ; 
Such were the figures of the heav'rily things ; 

Then 
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Then fufe the heav'nly things themfelves remain, 
Perpetual," ufeful, and fubftantial too. 49.1 

There is a real City, fuch an one • 

As mortal eyes faw never, God dwells there, 
But not confiri'd, he's (till in ev'ry place ; 
But there his glory always is difplay'd. 495 

Upon a toplefs throne th' Almighty reigns, 
Dwelling in light, and fplendour uncreate. 
But to defcribe the glories of his court, 
.No tongue or pen is able : far lefs mine, 
Unus'd to fing in thefe exalted (trains : 500 

But if I fail, 'tis in a glorious caufe ; 
And fome Bright genius may hereafter rife, 
An heav'nly poet born ; of virtuous foul ; 
Whofc heart, fill'd with the pureft flame of love, 
His words with lofty elegance may rife 505 

Superior far in common to my thoughts 
When moft exalted ; for I muft confefs, 
That though my fubjedt be fublimer far 
Than ever poet wrote, or fang before, 
Too much I w^nt the glowing colours tore : 510 
My fancy dies in the-full blaze of day. 
Where is the painter that can paint the fun, 
In the full blaze of noon ? or draw the found 
Of fwceteft mufic, on a canvafs coarfe ? 
So muft I fink beneath my fubjeft vaft. 115 

But if I can perfuade one foul to love 
The Saviour, whofe amazing works I ftng, 

, N3 Or 
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Or raife one cold and drooping heart to heav'n, 
Or even warm my heart with heav'nly fire, 
And form connection with the hofts above, 52* 
I (hall n<5t think my labours wholly loft* 

Behold the Saviour now approach the flame, 
Which on the heav'nly altar ever burns, 
The golden denfer takes in hand, and fills 
With living coals, that bright for ever glow* $&g 
The holy fragrant incenfe laid thereon, 
(Sweeter perfume than all Arabia yields) 
Sent up a cloud of fmoke, before the feat 
Of the Eternal ; now the Saviour's hid, 
Enter'd where human pcrfon never flood. . |J& 
No, nor angelic eye itfelf beheld. 
All Heav'n was now attention ; filence retgn'd, 
An awful filence ; angels wond'ring flood, 
At humble diftance, nor did they prefume 
T' approach the facred place, or dare to look 535 
Within the vail to view the wonders there, 
The great tranfa&ions of th* important hour. 
And (hall my mufe, more venturous in her flight* 
Approach the blaze of uncreated day, 
And tell what pafs'd in that abyfs profound, 140 
Between th' eternal Father, and the man 
Of his right hand, the darling Son of God, 
And Son of Man, in whom both natures meet ? 
O 'twas a period big with grand events ; 
For had he fail'd— but flop, it could not be; 54/ 

H 
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His perfon Was fo holy, and his life 

So pure, and his obedience £b complete, 

JHis death fo precious, and his facrifice 

So efficacious, and his incenfe fweet, 

His precious, cleanfing, all-atoning blood, 550 

His wounds fo lately open'd, all appear'd ; 

His garments clean, while on his facred head 

The holy oil pour'd forth, ran trickling down; 

And all the bleflings which he came to afk, 

Were fuch as God delighted to beftow : 553 

Thefe things all promis'd, and infujr'd fuccefs. 

Sev'n times before the Holy One he bow'd ; 
And fprinkled his own blood before the throne 
Sev'n times ; for fo the figures plainly teach. 
Meantime the fpicy odour fmok'd around, 560 

And thus his interceffion he began. 

. O Father, look on me ; behold I come 

In chara&er of advocate for man ; 

On his behalf I did to earth defcend, 

For him I condefcended to be born ; 565 

There did I labour, fuffer, do thy will, 

As thou appointed me, ere time began. 

For man I yielded up my foul to death ; 

And gave .my life a willing facrifice. 

I foird my foes in battle, and purfu'd 570 

My greateft enemies to their retreat, 

And dragg'd them to the light, and have released 

N 4 Their 
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Their pris'ners held in bondage by their chains. 
I've left my chofen train on earth below 
In expectation of the facred fign, 575 

By me appointed as the token fure, 
By^vhich they might have certain evidence 
That I ftill live, and am arrived fafe * 
At my great Father's feat, and have obtained 
Thofe bleflings, that I promis'd faithfully 580 

I would beftow on them. Behold I come J 
Here is my blood, the reconciling blood ; 
Behold my wounds, the certain proofs of death4r . 
O fmell the rich perfume my incenfe yields ! 
Behold the names of all my chofen ones, 585 

As heads and chiefs of all die ranfom'd race: 
Accept my facrifice which I prefent, 
My blood which I have freely (hed for all. 
And for my fake accept the race of men : 
Though vile and black, my blood can wafh them 
white, 590 

Make them appear as new fall'n mountain fnow. 
Look on them all through me, and ever grant, 
The penitent may pardon find ; and thofe 
Who put their truft in me, may be reliev'd. 
Grant from henceforth the heav'nly gates may ftand 
For ever open'd wide, to entertain, 55 

The righteous nation, who the truth obey. 
Give me a feat upon thy throne a while, 
Till I return to earth, to fhew my pow'r 
To crufh my foes, and make the world fubmit : 

. •. ' T 
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There would I ohce exalted be, and reign, 
And hdve my faints and martyrs with me (hare. •» 
Commit the government into my hands, 
Till I have baniftrd treafon from thy realm, . 
And made each knee to bend before thy feet ; 605 
And ev'ry tongue to fwear allegiance due, 
To thee, the rightful Lord of heav'n and earth. 
Thefe my petitions, grant, O Father, dear, 
AnfLasa pipof, vouchfafe to anfwerme; 
And febd thy Holy Spirit down to earth ; 610 

*Let not hi$ promis'd prefence long delay* 
Thus fpake the Son before the mercy feat. 
Nor <$id he fpeak in vain, for foon he heard 
The Father's lovely voice, addrefling him. 

* - * 
My Son, the image of my perfon, fair, 6*5 

Only begotton Son, my heart's delight, 
For thou £rt he, by whom I made all things; 
The ages conflituted, and the wide 
Creation form'd ; things feen and thofe unfeen 
By thee were made, all falhion'd by thine hand $ 620 
iAnd thou upholdeft all tilings by thy pow'r. 
I am thy Father, thou my Son moft high, 
By angels thou (halt worfhipp'd be, by men 
Ador'dj for fuch is my decree giv'n forth. 
Thy throne, O God, for evermore (hall (land, 625 
Ages of ages (hall thy kingdom lad. 
Thy fceptre juft and ftrong is righteoufnefs ; 
Fpr rightecufijefs and truth are thy delight -, 
^. i .* And 
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And all iniquity thy foul doth hate : 

God, thine own God, hath therefore honourVl thee, 

And with the oil of joy and gladnefs crown # d 631 

Thy facred head, exceedingly above 

Thy bnethren of the human race, thine heirs- 

Thou wellart worthyto be King and JLord, 

For thou -didft earth's foundations lay at firlj, . 63 j 

The heav'ns thernfelves are all tfiy handy wprk. ' 

Though they (hall perifti; thou thaJt ftifl remain, - 

Though like a garment they all (hall wax old> 

And as a vefture (halt thou them fold up, 

And they (hall change, and be again r4Hew'd j 646 

But thou, tfce fame, pad, prefent, and to come, 

Dofl never- change, -thy years flmll never fail. 

Full well haft thou perform'd my will on earth, 

Thy arduous work, I faw, and I appiroVVl, 

I will reward thy labours with a crown $ 64} 

Thou by thy death eternal honours gaki'd. 

My dear delight, I'm fatisfy'd in thee, 

My chofen One, my foul approves thee well « 

AH thy defires I grant, and what thou wilt, 

Alk, and I will beftow ; be ev'ry thing $50 

According to thy utmoft mind and wifti. 

Since a fin off' ring thou thy foul haft made, 

Thou (halt behold thy feed, thy days prolong, 

Thy Father's pleafure in thy hands ihall fpeed. 

So large a conqueft (hall thy gofpel make, $55 

That thou (halt be completely fatisfy'd ; - • 

And feeing the full travail of thy foul ^ '- • ' 

Shalt 
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Shalt have no reafon to repent thy pain. 

All things are fubjp<5t now to thy controul, 

(Except the God who gave all things to thee,) <£6q 

Do as it pleafes thee in all refpe&s. 

Alk me, and I the nations of the earth 

Will give thee, as thine own inheritance ; 

The heathen lands (hall thy poffeffion be ; 

Thou with thy fceptre and thy rod (halt rule, 66$ 

Till ev'ry nation (hall to thee fubmit. 

Refume thy royal feat at my right hand, 

Sit down with me upon my glorious throne f 

Till I (hall -make thy foes to thee bow down. 

Dwel^here in heav'n till thofe important times, 670 

The ages of the reftitution come : 

9Then thou (halt go to earth to do great things; 

To vindicate thine honour, and fubdue 

The people under thee, to reign o'er all. 

Then (hall the number of thy fubje&s born, 67 J 

Be likfe the num'rous drops of morning dew : 

In the mean time, fend down*He Holy Ghoft, 

To blefs thy chofen ones ; they (hall proclaim .. 

Thy triumph through the world, and multitudes 

Shall own thee as their Lord, and thee obey, 68q 

Such as adhere to thee thou may'fl exalt, 

As kings and priefts on thrones, when thou (haUfulp 

From fea to fea, and through the earth difplay 

The wonders of thy juftice, pow'r, and love. 

In the mean time thou art a pried to me, <>8£ 

After the order of Melchifedec : 

* For 
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For predeceflbr thou hadft none, nor (hall 
Thy glorious priefthood e'er fucceffion know. 
Thine' ofTring pure, acceptable to me, 
Hath gain'd for thee this favour in mine eyes, 696 
To be my prieft for ever ; pray'rs Til heai> 
If offer'd iii thy name ; praife Til accept : 
Perfons and offerings, if through thee they come, 
Shall be received, and find a welcome here* 

So fpake th* eternal Father, and (hone forth, 695 
With alltiis glory, on the Son belov'd. 
The Son obedient rofe, and to.ok his place 
At God's right hand ; when lo a path appear*d r 
A way quite open'd to the throne of God ; 
The vail was cleft, and Jefus fhew'd his face. 700 
All heav'n rejoic'd at this amazing fight ! 
The trumpet founded loud, and hail'd the Son 
Of glory, on his throne exalted high. 
Now was permiffion giv'n to all the train 
Of faints who came with Jefus, to come in, 705 
Atterided by the bright angelic hofts : 
Thefe had their feats in Mils to them affign'd; 
And faw their Saviour, and with joy ador'd 
Their great fore-runner ; who had led their feet 
To thofe celeftial realms of joy and peace. 710 

The pris'ners whom the Saviour freed from chains, 
Were here admitted to a place of reft. 
This numerous hoft from tribulation came, 
Th«ir robes once foul, were cleans'd in Jefu's blood. 

Th* 
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The palms of vi&'ry were beftow'd on them, 71$ 
They were the Saviour's trophies, and appear'd 
Proofs of his conquefts over death and hell. 
^V.s for the heads of the rebellious crew 
That Jesus led in chains, to Ihew his pow'r, 
They for the prefent were releas'd, to rove 720 

Through air and earth, as formerly, to tempt 
The fons of men, until the Saviour comes 
To bind their prince, and chain him in the deep ; 
And they with him ; then (hall temptations ceafe 
A thou&nd years; while Jesus reigns on earth. 725 

I cannot (lay to fing their fwift defcent, 
Through difTrent fplieres, till to the earth they came* 
Nor how their hellifh joy exulted loud, , 
At being fuffer'd ftill to range at large, 
Bent full, on mifchief, hating God and man, 730 
Like roaring lions, feeking for their preyj 
Employed to ruin man, if poffible. 
Thefe things I cannot fing at large, but haftc 
To join the heav'nly choirs, in praifing him 
Now feated on a throne of dazzling light. 73$ 

This one fong ended, I muft quit this place, 
And to the earth defcend with joyful news. 

Now were the heav'nly hofts all fummon'd round, 
To pay their adorations to their King; 
For now he was exalted far above 740 

AU principalities, dominions, pow'rs j 

And 
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And all things were fubje&ed to his fway. 
Angels and faints all join'd to praife his name ; 
They fang his low defcent, from Heav'n to earth, 
How he was born, and how he liv'd obfeure j 7^fc»< 
At length how he was crucify'd to death. 
They fang his vidt'ry over death and hell, 
His refurre&ion from the darkfome tomb : 
Thefe glorious a6ts they fung, but O, how loud 
The chorus rofe, when once they introdue'd ; 750 
The grand ^fceiifion fong, which thus began ; 

Thou haft afcended, art enthron'd on high ; 
Haft captive led captivity, and haft 
Received gifts for men, rebellious men, 
That God the Lord might dwell with them below. 
He that defcended to the loweft deeps, 756 

To raife his ranfom'd pris'ners from defpair; 
Is now afcended to the higheft Heav'ns, 
Exalted far above our nobleft praile. 
Behold the chariots which around him wait, 76c 
Thofe angels who attended him to Heav'n I x 
Thoufands of thoufands wait his high conuqands* 
Worthy is he to wear the glorious crown, 
Who late was flain and fuffer'd on the crofe ; 
Worthy all pow'r, and riches, to receive j 
Wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, are his due 
Glory, and praife, and bleffing evermore. 

The faints cry'd, Worthy is the Lamb, qncf 
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ike the fealedbodk of God's decrees, 

pen and to execute them all : 779 

:h none in Heav'n or earth could undertake, 

lone were worthy found, but he alone. 

le was flain, and hath redeemed us, 

1 ev'ry kindred, nation, people, tongue, 

to our God hath made us kings and priefts, 

we fhall reign with thee upon the earth. 776 

tis is a fong riioft new, which none can learn 
hofe redeem'd from earth, firft fruits to God 
to the Lamb; whofe mouths are free from guile; 
fpotlefs (land before the facred throne. 780 
hofe compofing the great multitude, 
ations, kindreds, peoples, tongues, who came 
t tribulation great, by him releas'd, 
1'd in thofe blood-wafh'd robes, exceeding, white # 
i not be filent on this joyful day ; 785 

ry'd aloud, Salvation be to God, 
fitteth on the thronej and to the Lamb, 
angels join'd the chQtus» and ador'd 
r King and Lord, cur Saviour Jesus Christ* 
dm hath God exalted, and hath giv'n 790 

im a name fuperior to all names ; 
in the name of Jesus ev'ry knee 
Id bow ; and evV y tongue Confeft him Lord* 
rod's eternal praife J nothing except 
eay'n above, on earth, or underneath ; 795 
hath decreed that all (hall him adore. 

The 



804* 



The aR< <° COIO<: ' "-A bv b» to" 5 al ° M : 

^Tl of W"^" 6 ' * "ttal-A 
He ' 8ht th,o^h«V.onoot.s*^ 

The 6*™* r ,„t in *» «"P l0 »' 

tB wn « fe »»* t0 ° ^ rfH^"- 



^ riYTtt BOOK- 



81* 



US- 



BO 



k»kVI,] THE INTERCESSION. I$g 



BOOtC Vti 



THE INTERCESSION* 

t 

DDear Redeemer, or by what lov'd name 
Shall Iaddrefs thee? How {hall I exprefs 
The thoughts within my heart, that labour there? 
)h, how my foul, beneath th* amazing load 
)f gratitude oppreft, would fain have vent ! . fj 

) Jesus> help me : raife my thoughts to Heav'n* 
Teach me to meditate^ (in fpite of all 
mpedinients that weigh my fpirits down) 
Jpon thy. glorious intereeflion there* 
Thou krioweft all my weakneffes and wants ; ie> 
) help'me through this work* and I will faife 
^. monument of gratitude to thee, 
Nho canft infpire my foul to fing thine adts* 
Thy noble a&s, the wonders of thy love, 
liVhkh thou haft wrought in favour of mankind, t£ 

fiegin my foul to trace tti6 glorious tlietrie^ 
The intereeflion of thy Lord and King : 
!n HeavVs high court above he pleads for thee ; x 
hie knows thy frame, thy weaknefs, arid thy faults, 

O Yet 
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"Yet loves thee ftill, and interceding fits a* 

At God's right hand, and gains the Father's ear, 

In fpite of all the accufations ftrong 

Which Satan urges, who accufes thee 

Before Jehovah, ceafelefs night and day : 

And oh, his charges are but oft too true, 25 

Though aggravated fore ; but Jesus cries, 

Father, forgive the (inner,! have dy'd, 

My blood hath made atonement for his faults: 

For him 1 liv'd, dy'd, fuffer'd, rofe again, 

Afcended, and will interceflion make. 30 

Befidfcs, O Father, ftill he loves us well 5 

, His heart rejoices in our words and ways; 

-He is a brand plack'd from the burning fire, 
Satan to fuch a foul can lay no claim ; 
Therefore the fiend dfcferves thy joft rebuke. $$ % 

Thus oft my Saviour pleads, nor pleads in vain : 
His plea well founded, always muft fucceed. 

Who fliall fupport a charge againft thofe fouls 
Who love the Lord, and whom the Lord approves 
God juftifies ; and who (hall dare condemn ? 40 * 
*Tis Christ that dy'd, but ftill we glory more 
In that he rofe, and lives at God's right hand, 
And for us conftant interceflion makes. 
This chain of grand events emboldens us 
To bid this challenge to our num'rous foes * 45 
Who will attempt to break the union firm 
Between the faithful faints, and drift their head ? 

And 
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And feparate their fouls from Jesu's love ? 

Shall tribulation ? or (hall fore diftrefs ? 

Or pferfecution Fell ? or Famine drear ? go 

Shall nakednefs ? or peril ? or the fword ? 

*Tis For thy fake we're martyr' & all the' day; 

As (heep unto the flaughtcr we are led. 

The numerous pains and cruel wounds we bear, 

Are fuch as none but faithful Chriftians Feel. 5$ 

Without are fightings, and within are Fears, 

And none but God can know what we endure. 

J8ut we in all things more than conqu'rors are 

Through hirft that lov'd us. He can fympathize. 

He bore our fins, our forrowS carry'd too y 60 

He fdt our pains* he knows our bitter griefs. 

Far we have not in Heav'n a great high prieft* <* 

That cannot feel For our infirmities 3 

He ftill remembers what he once endur'd : 

JFor he like us was tempted in all points, 65 

Our inbrfed fins except, For he had none; 

O therefore let us ever boldly come 

To his rich tbfone oF grac£, arid thus obtaiii 

^Mercy and grace, to help in time oF need; 

And fiilce our great high prieft, the Son of God, 701 

Jesus, our Saviour, into Heav'n is gone, 

let us hold our godd profeffion Faft ! 

Our hope's an anchor fure within the vail ; 

Whither Our great foreruhner fof out fakes 

Hath enter* d y and our courfe doth tbittidi 6 tend : 75 

There through God's grace we fhall arrive at laft. 

O 2 For 
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For wc are well perfuaded, neither death, 

Nor life, nor angels, principalities, 

Nor pow'rs, things prefent, nor thofe things to come, 

Nor heighth, nor depth, nor any creature, (hall 8e 

Be able to divide our fouls from God, 

Or feparate us from our Saviour's love. 

Jesus is gone to plead our caufe on high. 
He fits enthron'd above : rememb'ring ftill, 
His fiery trials in our lower world ; 85 

For it behov'd him in all things to be 
Made like his brethren, that he might become 
A merciful and faithful pried for us, 
7n things pertaining to the Deity ; 
To make atonement for the people's fins, 90 

And then to plead for them before the Lord. 
As once he fuffer'd being tempted fore, 
He's therefore able to relieve the fouls, 
The tempted fouls, who truft his faithful care. 
Jesus behold me, fee my great diftrefs; 95 

No comfort can I find but in thy love ; 
If thou forfakeft me, where {hall I go ? 
I am a wretched pilgrim, far from home, 
No friend 1 find in whom my foul can truft 
But thee alone, O Saviour, leave me not ; * 10 
Thou feed how I fall without thine aid. 
Jesus, thou art our glorious advocate, 
Exalted high to intercede for men, 
O help me, lave me, fnatsh me from defpair. 
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My foul mud periGi if thou doft deny. 105 

But thou haft loved me, and giv'n thyfelf 

A ranfom for my life, and fully made 

Propitiation for my numerous crimes. 

Nor me alone, thy church was purchas'd too, 

By the fame price ; nor didft thou die in vain, no 

Thy chofen bride (hall hear thy pow'rful voice : 

Nor was thy pity bounded on that day 

When thou fo freely didft thy life lay down, 

For all mankind thou (hed'ft thy precious blood, 

Not one excluded, all were bought by thee ; 115 

Not for our fins alone, but the whole world, 

Thou madeft reconciliation then. 

What boundlefs love was this! thy love conftrains 

Our hearts to love thee, and to love mankind. 

And thus we judge, that if one dy'd for all, 12$ 

Then were all dead ; and that for all he dy'd, 

That they who live (hould live to him alone, 

Who dy'd for them, rofe, lives, and intercedes. 

AH fin we (hould endeavour to forfake ; 
But if we fin, let not our fouls defpair ; ' 12^ 
If any man tranfgrefs, and mifs the mark, _. 

An advocate we have at God's right hand, ;,.-. 

Th* anointed Saviour, and the righteous One j 
Who having full propitiation made, 
Now glorious adts the interceflbr's part, T30 

He's able. to the utiermoft to fave 
All thap fliall ever come to God by him, 

O 3 Becaufe 
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Becaufe he always lives to plead for them. 

He is a Saviour, fuch as finners need ; 

He ? s worthy of the dignity of prieft,, 135 

!^lade higher than the Heav'ns, as he deferves : 

For he was holy in his heart and life, 

And perfect innocence in him appeared, 

Was ne'er defiPd with fin's detefted ftain. 

And always was from finners feparate. 140 

Such an high prieft became us, he is fit 
To ftand before the lofty throne of God, 
And well was qualify 'd to undertake, 
And having undertook, hath carry'd on. 
By means the mod conducive to the end, 14^ 

And will complete the work he hath beguiu 
He with his golden cenfer ever ftands, 
With pureft incenfe, ready to prefent 
The pray'rs of faints (which conttantly afcend) - 
Upon the golden altar, which receives iy^ 

Our facrifices offer'd by our prieft : 
Thcfe with acceptance come before the throne ; • 
For none can be deny'd that come through him* 

Dear Jesus, hear my pray'rs, regard my fighs, 
For other mediator I have none ; 1 « 

And O my forrow's great, my woe's extreme, 
3ut thou my advocate and Saviour art ; 
This is my comfort when each refuge fails, 
O Lord forgive me all my follies paft, 

to* 
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And give me grace and ftrength for time to come. 
„ O give me patience here to bear my crofs ! 1.61 

And as I fuffer forely for my fins, 
Give me releafe at laft, and rake me home 
To dwell with thee, and all Ihall then be well. 

O Saviour, pity, blefs, and plead for me ! 165 
I know thou liveft, let me alio live, 
And let my foul be precious in thy fight. 
Thou didft remember me upon thy crofs, 
Remember me, now, and for evermore. 

blame me not for pleading earneftly; ijo 

1 feel my need of thee, and cannot reit 

But in thine arms of mighty love and pow'r. 

In thee 1 truft, on thee alone depend, 

.As Saviour, furety, helper, advocate, 

As Lord and King ; as (belter from the ftorm, 1 75 

As my great all in all, my chiefeft good. 

Thus having trac'd the Saviour's procefs o'er, 
Let us review the ground which we have paft, 
And juft furvey the circle he defcrib'd ; 
From Heav'n to earth, from earth to death's dark's 
fliadesj i8q 

Thence to the earth again, and thence to Heav'n : 
And this review will juft my work divide, 

'Tis plain, if any truth can fo be call'd, 
That Jesvs was with God, ere time began, 
., . , O4 And 
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And dwelt in glory, was the fole delight 185 

Of his great Father, ere the worlds were made. 

He was with God, and therefore he could pray* 

Father Yv% glorify'd thy name on earth, 

The work thou gaveft me I have fulfill'd. 

And now, O Father, glorify thy Son igoi 

With thine own felf, with glory I pofleft 

With thee, before this lower world began, 

This pray'r was faife, if he exifted not 

Before the univerfe itfelf was made. 

For God created all things by his Son, 195 

All things in earth, or things in Heav'n above, 

All things invifible, and all things feen, 

All thrones, dominions, principalities, 

AH pow'rs, created by and for him were. 

He is before all things, and all exift 20a 

From him, and by him ; which could never be 

If he exifted not till yefterday. 

He is the brightnefs of his Father's face, 

The image of his perfon fair exprefL 

All things to him their prefervation owe, 20^ 

As well as their exiftence, he therefore 

Is heir of all things ; all things to him giv'n 

Are trufted by the Father in his hands. 

This is that lovely perfon in the form 

Of God, but who did not afpire to rife, 210 

But low he bow'd in deep humility, 

And took upon himfelf a fervant's form, 

And in the likenefs of our fleftj was fliad§. 
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He being found in fafhion as a man, 

To death became obedient. This is he %i$ 

Who from the Father came into the world, 

Who pafc'd through all our dates of life and death^ 

And through this procefs, back to God return'd. 

Now he ? s afcended where he was before. 

He came from Heav'n, and therefore did return, 

When he had all his purpofes fulfill'd 221 

For which he came to earth ; had liv'd, and dy'd f 

Defcended to the lowed parts of earth ; 

Rofe, comforted his followers, promis'd them 

The Holy Ghod, the Comforter diviae, 225 

For ever to abide with them on earth, 

To teach them all things, be their condant guide, 

Till he in glory (hould appear again. 

Thus was the love and grace of Jesus fhewh, 

He that was rich became exceeding poor, 230 

That through his poverty we might be rich. 

He left the heights of Heav'n, thofe bright abodes, 

And laid his royal date afide, and took 

Our flefli, and condefcended to be bqjrrj 

In fuch a low edate, that he could feel 235 . 

The wants of human nature, and fuftajn 

Of our infirmities and fins the load. 

Through lowed fcenes he pafs'd, and overcame 

The curfe and ?vil that in them were found. 

Temptations and didreffes were his lot, 14$ 

Put he endur'd them all, and gained renown 9 

ffqt iya§ if in the ppw'r of all hi§ foes 

* '■* "••■■ " T o 
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To gain the leaft advantage in the fight. 

Through life he perfever'd in doing well ; 

Always obey'd, nor in one inftance fail'd. 34$ 

Accomplifli'd all his heavenly Father's will, 

And through the rude and iron gate of death 

Pafs'd, as 'twas needful, to redeem mankind* , 

Defcending lower than the grave, he faw 

The fad eftate of thofe who dy'd condemned ; 25* 

There he wrought wonders, greater than my pen 

Can e'er defcribe, or e'en my heart conceive : * 

The pow'rs of darknefs overcame, and broke 

The chains in which their captives long thfey held. 

Thus he declar'd his univerfal right, 255 

To all the fouls which he had made, and thus 

Began to exercife the right he had 

In confequence of death obtain'd, to fet 

The pris'ners free, from cjarknefs and defpair. 

For as he came from higheft Heav'ns, he muft 260 

Defcend to the dark centre, and pafs through, 

And be the breaker up of all the gates 

That barr'd mankind from God; and then return 

Back to his native home, and thus prepare 

Our manfions in the realms of heav'nly light. 264 

This moft amazing prbcefs of our Lord 
Has laid a firm foundation for our hope ; 
For by his paffing through each fev'ral ftate, 
He made falvation poffible for all. 
For the amazing circle fo complect 270 

4w 
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From Heav'n through (hades of death, and thence 

again 
To the high courts of blifs, doth comprehend, 
Encircle, and enclofe all things at once, 

This procefs gives him pow'r to conquer all j 
It gives him right by all to be ador'd ; ,275 

All are declar'd to be his due reward, 
And he fliall fee the travail of his foul : 
And in his times or feafons (hall fubjedt, 
Re-head, reftore, and reconcile all things, 
Whether in Heav'n, in fpheres unknown to men, 
Or in our folar fyftem, or in earth, $£4 

Our habitation while we live, or in 
The grave, or in the deeps of hell beneath. 

O glorious procefs of our conquering King! 
, The fource of all our hopes and all our joys. 28.5 
How low our Lord has the foundation laid 
Of that amazing kingdom, which fhall rife 
Above all kingdoms, , and lhall ever (land j 
Shall comprehend within its limits, all 
That bear the name of agents rational ! ' 290 

How vaft the ftru&ure ! and how firm the (late 
Of that dominion which our Lord fiwll have 
Jn confequence of what he h^th performed, 
Endur'd, and fuffer'd, in that proceft .vaft, 
Of which in brief I've fung ! butO, how flipft 295 

My f° n S h* s f^l? 1 * 9^ ?^ c noble theme 

Which 
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Which I attempted ! but O blame not, ^ 

Ye critics, and ye poets ; try yourfelves. 

Write, and exceed me, fet this matter forth 

In nobleft drains ; then will my heart rejoice 30* 

To fee my work into oblivion fink, 

In confequence of your more noble fong. 

Willing my taper weak ftiould be obfcur'd 

By your meridian fun ; my little ftream 

Loft in your larger river: I'll not grudge 305 

To fee your merits fhine fuperior far 

To what I can pretend. O take the hint, 

And write on this fublimeft fubjedt fo 

As quite to fet afide my work performed. 

What theme fo much deferves^he nobleft fong 
As this important procefs of our Lord, 311 

, And the great empire which he fhall ered ? 
Jf o fubjeft fills my raptur'd foul like thefe ! 
'for ages I could dwell upon fuch themes, 
Themes fitter for a ferapb's tongue than mine, 315 

Lord Jesus, feated on a throne of light, 
To thee I would direft my earneft pray'r ; 
Forgive my feeble fong, my weak attempt. 
To fing thy glorious procefs, and proclaim 
The wonders of thy ftrong redeeming love. 320 

If I in any thing have done amifs, 
Forgive me, Lord, and teach my willing mind. 

Thoq 
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Thoq knoweft that my foul fincerely feeks 

To glorify thy great and holy name, 

And to difclofe the wonders thou haft wrought: 315 

In which if I've fucoefeded, uiito thee 

Be all the praife, now, and forevermore. 
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f &E DESCENT OF THE HOLT GHOSTi 

OR, THE 

WONDERS OF THE DAT OF PENTECOST* 

DEAR objedt of my faith, my trail, and love! 
Jesus, thou bright, immortal, heav'nly fair* 
Who freely gave thy life to ranfom us, 
And pour'd thy blood upon the ftiameful crofs j 
And undertaking to deliver man j 

Didft not abhor the humble virgin's womb : 
When thou hadft conquer'd death,, and overcome? 
Its cruel fharpnefs, wide didft open Heav'n ; 
For all believing fouls to enter there. 
O fend the Holy Spirit from above, id 

That Comforter, inftrudtor* guide divine* 
Which thou didft promife to thy faints of old, 
And which with greateft joy they did receiver 
On that bleft day, which my poor feeblef mufe 
Would fain attempt to fing. O Lord affift, 15 

For thou canft make the feeble ftrong, and raife 
The weakeft ftrains to harmony divine. 

Grant 
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Grant me thy Spirit with its fev'nfold gifts $ 

My heart infpirc while I attempt to fing 

The wonders wrought on that renowned day 26 

When God, the Holy Ghoft, came down to dwell 

With mortal men, thy glories to proclaim j 

And to prepare them for the facred work 

Which they were deftin'd to perform on earth; 

And alfo for thy facred courts above. 25 

Lord, I would pray for fo divine a boon, 

I fed the need of that celeftial flame, 

To purify my foul from fin and death ; 

And to infpire the loftieft fentiments 

Of love and joy, while Pentecoft I fing. 30 

Ten days the chofen band had (pent in pray**, * 
In earneft fupplication perfever'd, 
With one accord they join'd in that employ^ 
While waiting for the promife of their Lord. 
Six fcore moft precious names together fpent 3 jj 
That blefled feafon till the time arriv'd. -'•'; 

Companions are of ufe in every thing, ** 

Each other they encourage and fupport, 
Bat never more than when they join in pray'rj 
And mutual fervent pray'r is doubly blefs'd, 4* 
And may the Saviour's mighty promife claim * 
Where two of you agree on earth to afk 
For any thing, it (hall be done for them, 
,By God, my Father, who in glory dwells, : 
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Yet liftens to the prayers and cries of all 4$ 

Who offer up petitions in my name. 

O that mankind on earth would now unite • „ 
In faith, by pray'r to fupplicate his throne ! 
What bleffings they might gain which now they mifc ! 
They have not, for they afk not, or in vain 5a 

They afk, and not receive, for their defign 
Is to confume the blefling on their lufts. 
Pray'r mud be made in faith through Jesu's nam*. 
And be according to the will of God $ 
Proceeding from an heart upright, fincere* 5J 

Thefe are the needful requifites of pray'r. 
So the difciples pray'd with conftancy 
for ten bleft days, till from their Lord they heard/ 

Now the appointed day was fully come^ 
The day of Pentecoft, that glorious day, 60 

On which the promife of the Holy Ghoft* 
In all its gifts of wifdom, love, and pow'r* 
Should be accomplifli'd to their greateft joy; 
And mankind brought thereby to God again, 
As firft ripe fruits ; fure token that at laft 6j 

The whole (hall be prepaid for higheft ufe : 
For if the Lord hath fandtify'd a part, 
The whole muft (hare in his divine regard* 
For if the root be holy, then 'tis plain 
That all the branches muft be fo efteem'd, J< 

And if the firft ripe fruits are fan&ify'd* 

Tl 
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The lump, and all the harvest, are the Lord's, 
All are his rightful due, none will he lofe. 

The day arofe, the morning fun appeared, 
And found the chofen train together met, 75 

All in one place, and all of one accord, 
All waiting for the Holy Spirit's fire. 
When fuddenly a ruftiing mighty wind, 
From Heav'n defcending, filFd the happy place : 
Fill'd all the room with glory 5 every heart 80 

With wifdom, love, and pow'r, and grace divine. 
In form of cloven tongues of fire appeared 
The Holy Spirit, and on each remain'd. 
Infpir*d thereby to fpcak with other tongues, 
They foon began the wonders to declare. 8jj 

And O what wond'rous things they had to tell ! 
This was a token fure that Chrift their Lord 
Had enter'd Heav'n, and was accepted there. 
So then without delay they boldly fpake, 
And publifh'd to the wond'ring multitude 90 

The death and refurre&ion of the Lord, 
And his afcenfion into Heav'n itfelf, 
Now in his Father's prefence to appear. 
O had I words to tell the glorious news, 
As they proclaim'd it in that blefied hour! 95 

With what unknown, aftoniftiing fuccefs ! 
Tboufands, converted to the Lord their God, 
Froclaim'd the Saviour's refurre&ion true, 

P Such 
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Such a rich harveft Jesus well deferv'd, 

A juft reward of all his woes' and pains. ioo 

But what a fermon did th* Apoftle preach ! 
How did he win fo many fouls at once ? 
O could we learn that heav'nly ufeful art 
Of winning fouls ! how wife and happy they 
Whom Jesus calls, and flrengthens for that tfofk ? 
For he that winneth fouls is truly wife ! fco6 

And they who many turn to righteoufnefs 1 
Shall fhine, as ftars in Heav'n, for evermore. 

One fermon then three thdufand did convert, - 
But now three thoufand fermons'fcarce win one. no 
Yet, Lord, the harveft ftill remains behind. 
For'Pentecoft was only the firft fruits, 
A prelude of the glorious latter day. 
Peter began, and lifted up his voice : 

Hear now, ye dwellers at Jernfalem, ii£ 

Ye men of Judah, hearken to my words, 
And be this wonder now explain'd to all. 
Thefe whom you fee thus mov'd, not drunk- nor 

mad, 
Are filFd with heavenly wine, the grace of God, 
The Holy Ghoft is poured out on them. 120 

For that which Joel fpake is now fulfill'd : 
And it (hall come to pafs, faith God moft High, 
In days to come, the latter age of time, 

I will 
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I will pour out my Spirit on all fle(h* 
Your fons and daughters tfcen (hall prophefy ; 125 
Young men (hall vifions fee, and old men dream. 
My fervants and my handmaids all (hall (hare 
In fuch a bleffing, worthy of the name ! 
My Spirit pour'd upon them all (hall make 
Their hearts rejoice, their tongues to prophefy* 
In outward nature wonders (hall be (hewn, 131 

Signs in the Heav'n above, and earth beneath* 
Blood, fire, and fmoky vapour (hall appear 1 
The fun, with darknefs cover'd, (hall not (hine ; 
The (ilver moon difcolour'd, like to blood, 13$ 

Shall (hew the world the mighty day is nigh. 

• Such was the darknefs, and the fearful fights 
Which to the world appear'd when Jesus dy'd $ 
And which portended then great things to man. 
Such awful figns forewarn'd the (lubborn Jews. 140 
Of their deftrudtion nigh, their bloody doom* 
And fuch (hall be repeated, ere the Lord. 
Shall come in clouds to reign upon the earth* 

And it (hall come to pafs, that whdfoe'er 
Shall call upon the name of Christ the Lord, 
In faith, according to the will of God, 146 

He (hall falvation's precious gift obtain. 

Ye men of Ifrael, hear thefe words of truth : 

P 2 Jesus 
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Jesus of Nazareth, by God approv'd, 

A man that went about, ftill doing good, 150 

By whom God wrought figns, wonders, miracles, 

Among you, and before the eyes of all, 

As ye youtfelves muft witnefs that ye know ; 

The lick he heaPd, the blind reftor'd to fighr, 

He made the deaf to hear, the dumb to fpeak, 15$ 

The lame to walk, the foulcft lepers cleans'd, 

He caft out demons, and he rais'd the dead : 

Yet him the God of Heav'n deliver'd up, 

According to his counfel and forefight, 

Him ye have taken, and by wicked hands 160 

Have crucify'd and flain the Prince of Life : 

But him hath God the Father rais'd from death, 

For 'twas not poffible that all its bands 

Should hold the mighty conqu'ror pris'ner ftill. 

It was of him, and in his charafter 165 

The prophet David in the pfalm did fpeak : 

The Lord before my face I did forefee, 

Always attending to diredt my fteps ; 

He my defence is ftill at my right hand, 

And never fuffers me to move amifs. 170 

Therefore my heart rejoic'd, my tongue was glad; 

My flefti (hall alfo reft in higheft hope : 

Becaufe thou wilt not leave my foul in hell, 

Nor -let thine Holy One corruption fee - 9 . 

Thou haft made known to me the ways of life, 175 

Thy countenance (hall make me full of joy. 

Men 
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Men, brethren, let me freely fpeak to you* 
Concerning David, patriarch, and king j 
You know that he is dead, and bury'd here, 
His fepulchre with us remaineth ftill : 180 

And therefore of himfelf he could not fpeak. 
But as he was a prophet, and forefaw 
The coming of the blelfed One, yea, knew 
That God had fworn to him with folemn oath, 
That from his ftock and offspring he would raife 185 
Chrift, the anointed Saviour, on his throne 
To fit, and rule the world in rjghteoufnefs ; 
This he beheld in vifion, and foretold, 
And therefore pf Chrift's refurre&ion fpake 
With certainty, how that his righteous foul 190 

Was not in hell detain'd, nor yet his flefli, 
That mortal part, did foul corruption fee. 
This Jesus God hath raifed from the d$ad. 
Whereof we all are faithful witneffes. 
For as he is by God's right hand of pow'r 195 

Exalted in the Heav'ns in glory high, 
And having of the Father now receiv'4 
The promife of the Holy Spirit, hq 
Hath fhed forth this which now ye fee and he^r. 
For David hath not yet afcended yp, $09 

Into the Heav'fts, but he himfelf hath faid, 
Jehovah (aid unto my Lord, Sit thoq 
At my right hand, until I make thy foes 
JJeeome thy footftool, and fubmit to th^fc 

P 3 Ther^r? 
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Therefore let all the houfe of Ifrael know 205 

Affuredly, receive it as a fa6t, 

That God hath made Jefus of Nazareth, 

Whom ye have crucify'd, both Lord and Christ. 

This was the fermon crowned with fuch fuccefs, 
And therefore worthy of remembrance here. 210 
Though plain, fhort, fimple, with fuch force it came, 
As made its confequences greater far 
Than any fermon preach'd before or fince ; 
So far as writing, facred or profane, 
Informs us. Then our Lord began to fee 215 

The travail of his foul, with holy joy. 
Joy was in Heav'n that day, the angels fang 
The rifing glories of their Lord and King* 
For if one penitent makes them rejoice, 
How great their pleafure when they thoufands faw, * 
Who pricked in their hearts at what they heard, 221 
To Peter, and th* apoftles, cry'd aloud, 
Men, brethren, tell us, O, what muft we do ? 
Repent, and be baptiz'd, both one and all, 
In that great name of Jesus Christ the Lord, 225 
For the remiflion of your fins, and then 
The gift of God, the Holy Ghoft, receive. 
The prcmife is to you, and to your feed, 
And to the people who at diftance dwell, 
As many as the Lord our God fhall call. 230 

With many other words of like import, 
He them exhorted, faying, Save yourfelves 

From 
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From this untoward generation ; fland 

Afar from all the maxims of this age, 

And wicked cuftoms of this finful world. %$$ 

As many as the faving word receiv'd 

Were then baptiz'jl, and added to the church, 

Who on that day reqeiv'd three thoufand fouls 

To its embraces, who were join'd in heart* 

Oh ! what a glorious body then was feen! 240 

Who all continu'd ftedfaftly agreed 

In the true doftrine of our blefled Lord, 

Taught by his holy meflengcrs, who brought 

Glad tidings to the ears of finful men. 

Thofe new converted ones had fellowfhip 245 
With the Apoftles ; each to each was join'd 
In the fame reciprocal bond of love. 
Born of the fame free Spirit from on high, 
Join'd in communion with the God of grace, 
They dwelt in love, cominu'd much in pray'r, 250 
And breaking bread from houfe to houfe, they liv'd 
Like one united family. No broils 
Nor fierce contentions were amidft them found. 
One heart, one foul, one mind, and one accord, * 
Dwelt conftantly within this peaceful fold. 255 

Their fcod they took in finglenefs of heart, 
Eating their meat with gladnefs, they rejoic'd 
In the Salvation of their Saviour King. 
The name of God they prais'd, dnd Chrift ador'd, 
Had favour with the people, and the Lord 260 

P 4 Paily 
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Daily increas'd their number, with fuch fouls 
As were difpos'd falvation to receive. 

What glorious days were thofe ! while they remain'd 

Firmly united in one heavenly band ! 

No different doftrines, jarring fentiments, 265 

Were found among their leaders, all agreed 

To teftify of Jesus, of his life, 

Death, refurreftion, and afcent to Heav'n, 

And of his interceffion there for men. 

The church who in his name believed, was one, £70 

Like as the Father and the Son agree, 

In perfeft union, fo the Chriftians were, 

All of one mind, and all agreed in love, 

Were one in underftanding, and defign. 

With glorious pow -r, the bleft apoftles gave 27$ 
True witnefs of the Saviour's love to men, 
And of his refurreftion from the tomb ; 
And greateft grace upon them all w.as (hed. 
They walking in the fear and love of God, 
And in the comforts of the Holy Ghoft, 280 

Were multiply'd ; and filFd with ev-ry good 
A.nd pcrfeft gift defcending from above, 
From God the Father, Lord of love and light. 
Thofe who believ'd continu'd in the truth, 
And by the truth were freed from fin and guilt, 285 
From felfifhnefs, and envy, pride, and wrath ; 
FjtfPd with humility, meeknefs, and love, 
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And refignation to the will divine. 

Love, fervent charity in them prcvaiPd, 

Joia ? d with true piety, and godly zeal. %y$ 

Such was Chriftianity in ancient days. 

Profeffors were poffeflbrs, and they liv'd 

Unto the glory and the praife of Chrift. 

Juftly they did, lov'd mercy, humbly walk'd, 

Liv'd in fobriety, and righteOufnefs ; 295 

In godlinefs they exercis'd themfelves. 

They liv'd to him in whom they liv'd, $nd bprc 

The precious fruits of holin^fs fincere, 

Exprefs'd by holinefs of he^rt and life. 

They thought and fpajce like Je$us, liy'd like him, 

And were in difpofition like their Lord ; 301 

In them his fentimqnts and motives nj}'d, 

The fame their principles, lijce his divine. 

The Holy Ghoft brought forth its fruits in them, 

Love, joy, and peace, long fufPring, gentlenefs, 

Goqdnefs and faith, meeknefs and temperance \ 30$ 

They in the Spirit liy'd, ^nd walk'd therein. 

They found thq prpmifes of Chrift fylfill'd, 

Which he had giv'n before he lpff the world. 

Thefc, as the legacy of our beft friend, 319 

Bequeath'*! before his death, let qs review 
With more attention than we would a will 
Wherein our names as legatees were found* 
And we thereby entided to eftates 
Of greateft worth, yvith fitlps high adorn'd. 3^5 

the 
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The promife of the Spirit, richer far 

Than all the dignities that earth can boaft, 

Was thus proclaim'd by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

If ye love me, then my commandments keep. 
And I will pray the Father* he'll give you 320 

Another Comforter, who (hall abide 
With you for evermore (though I depart :) 
He, the Great Spirit of eternal truth, 
Whom worldly men cannot receive, becaufe 
They fee him not, nor know his character : 325 

But ye're acquainted with his influence, 
For he (hall dwell in you, and rule your hearts. 
I will not go, and leave you comfortlefs, 
(For though I leave you, I will come again) 
Becaufe I live, ^your life is fafe in me. 330 

(Lord, let my foul in thee be* found at laft.) 

Thefe things I fpeak while I am yet with you ; 
But he, the Comforter, the Holy Ghoft, 
Whom the Great Father in my name (hall fend, 
He (hall inftruft you in the ways of peace, 335 

Shall teach you all things, and all things (hall bring 
To your remembrance what to you I've fpoke. 
My peace I give and leave with you always, 
Not like the world do I my gifts beftow ; 
Let not your heart be troubled nor afraid. 340 

The Comforter, the Holy Ghoft (hall come, 
Whom from the Father I will fend to you, 

Whofe 
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Whofe name is call'd, Spirit of grace, and truth, 

Who from th* Almighty Father doth proceed, ' 

This Comforter (hall teftify of me. 345 

And alfo ye (hall faithful witnefs bear, 

Becaufe, from the beginning ye have feen 

My works; and heard my words, and been with me. 

For you it is expedient that I go 
Unto my Father, for unlefs I thus 350 

Depart, the Comforter will not defcend 5 
But if I go, Til fend him from on high. 
And when he comes, he will the world reprove 
Of fin, of righteoufnefs, and judgment too ; 
Of fin, becaufe they don't on me believe ; 355 

Of righteoufnefs, becaufe I go away 
Unto my Father, and ye fee me not ; 
Of judgment, he'll reprove, becaufe the prince 
Of darknefs of this age, Satan, is judg'd. 

I yet have many things to fay to you, 360 

But ye are weak, and cannot bear them now ; 
But when the Spirit of all truth is come, 
He will inftruft your fouls, and guide your hearts, 
And facred knowledge to you all impart, 
And teach your underftandings all the truth, 365 
And animate your wills to keep the fame. 
The blefTed Spirit he will fpeak of mc, 
Not of himfelf; whatever he (hall hear 
That Ihall he fpeak, and (hew yoij things to come. 

Much 
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Much he (hall glorify and honour me ; 37b 

. For he (halLtake of mine, and (hew ir you. 
All things that God the Father hath are minei 
Therefore I faid to you, that he (hall take 
The things of mine, and (hew them unto you. 

Thus Jesus fpake, and promised them this boon, 
And thus they found his promifes fulfill'd* 376 

On that bled day which now I celebrate : 
Oh, could I fpeak upon a theme fo grand* 
As juftly it deferves $ but oh ! my potw'rs 
Are far too weak for fuch a noble fong. 380 

The Holy Spirit with his various gifts 
Came down upon th' apoftles, and on thoife 
Who heard the word from them, and turn'd their minds 
From darknefs unto light, and from the pow'r 
Of fin and Satan to the living God. 385 

Then were they fometimes bleft with fpecial pow'rs j 
They had diverfities of heavenly gifts, 
But all proceeded from One Spirit pure. 
To one thereby the word of wifdom giv'n, 
Made him a teacher wife and excellent : 393 

The word of knowledge was another's boon, 
Qiv'n by the fame free Spirit from above, 
Unto another faith was giv'n, by which 
Great things were done, and mighty work£ wenp 

wrought. 
The gifts of healing to pother giv'n 395 

By 



Sr 



Bdbk Vll.) bEstENT op tiiE holy GfcosT. a*t 

By the fame Spirit, prov'd his pow'r divine. 

Another had the gift of miracles ; 

Another had the light of prophefy ; 

Others had gifts the fpirits to difcern, 

By which deceivers then difcover'd were i 40a 

Others could fpeak with divers kinds of tongues * 

While others could interpret what they heard. 

But all thefe pow'rs from the fame Spirit came, " 

Who giveth fev'rally to all the faints, 

Juft as he pleafeth, is controuFd by none. 405 

And though its operations vary much, 

It is the felf fame Spirit worketh all. 

Thus by the Holy Spirit, all the Church 

Was comforted, and edify'd in love. 

And was prepar'd by thofe celeftial gifts 410 

For labours, fuff'rings, wars, and vi&ories. 

How. infinitely ufeful was this gift ! 
Which God beftow'd on them, nor gave in vain. 
For they were wholly qualify'd thereby 
For all whicbhe appointed them to dp. 415 

This gave a mouth and wifdom unto them, 
Which none pf all their mightieft enemies 
Were able to gainfay, or tQ refift.; 
This holy gift not only was defigri'd : 

To qualify them for their work on earth, 42a 

But to prepare their fouls for Heaven's blifs, 
A^d give them happy foretaftes of the fatnp, j 
While on tlje earth thpy dwelt ; nor them alone, ' m 
. . \ The 
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The Holy Spirit is defign'd for us, 

And all the faved race in ev'ry land; 425 

As our inftru&or, helper, comforter, 

Our quick'ner, fealer, and our witnefs true. 

By this we are enabled to perform 

The will of God, as he requires of us, 

And have the foretafte of the heav'nly world, 430 

The earneft of the rich inheritance. 

O let us^fk for this mod precious gift j 
For thus our Saviour has inftructed us, 
Afk, and ye lhall receive ; feek, and you'll find : 
Knock, and it (hall be open'd unto you ; 435 

For ev'ry one that afketh doth receive, 
And whofoever feeks (hall furely find ; 
To him that knocks it (hall be opened : 
For which of you that is a father now 
Will give his child, that aiketh bread, a ftone ? 
Or if he afk a filh, he will not give 441 

A ferpent to his child to mock his wi(h, 
And to deftroy, inftead of feeding him. 
If children a(k for eggs, will parents try 
To cheat their fons with fcorpions in their room ? 
Forbid it Heav'n ! fuch parents can't be found. 446 
If earthly parents, evil and unkind, 
Know how to give good gifts to children dear, 
Shall not your heav'nly Father, wife and good, 
Juft, holy, righteous, kind, benevolent, 450 

Give to his fuppliants ev'ry precious gift, 

And 
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And blels them with the Holy Ghoft, and pow'r ? 
The Spirit teaches us to know his will, ' 

And to obey his words, and keep his laws : .: -A 'I 
It likewife conftant interceffion makes, . 45^ 

Becaufe through darknefs, we are ignorant, ' / 
And know not what to pray for as we ought ; - ;% 
Bat this kind interceflbr prays for us, 
With groanings earneft and unutt'rable. 
And God the Father, who all hearts dojth fearch, 
He knows 1 the Spirit's mind, becaufe he makes 461 
Requeft according to the will divine. 

The ^Spirit leads the Heav'n-born fons of God, 
Infpires their thoughts, words, a&ions, principles : 
They think, fpeak, aft, and walk like Jesus Christ; 
This proves them born of God, born from above : 466 
This Spirit beareth witnefs with our hearts, 
That we are ions and daughters of the Lotd # : ; J! 

. J fj . 

O what a privilege is this we claim, i - * 

To call him >Fat&er, Abba Father, God ' ! I 4^ 
Who gave us being, made the Heav'nslrtd' earth }i* 
Yet this the Spirit of adopting grace 
Enables C\M ul mortals to perform. * - : . ' ? T. 
It makes us children, teaches us to callt^ ' ; 
Jehovah Father, and to truft in him. •' r rr i kft£ 

v.vOJqU 

God hath not giv'n the fpirit of the world,-' >> ?s:-T 
But his own Spirit, that we might be'taugftr'* 6- " 

To 
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To know thofe things by him fo freely giv'n. 

No man can know the things of man, except 

The (pint of the man within his brcaft ; 480 

Much lefs can any know the things of God, 

Save by that Spirit which from him proceeds. 

The Spirit God hath giv'n is not of fear, 

But pow'r, and love, found mind, faith, wifiom, 

grace. 
This holy Spirit feals us to the day 485 

Of fure redemption which our Lord (hall bring. 
And is the earned pledge of blifs in Heav'n. 

Let us not grieve the Spirit of our God, 
Nor quench the Holy Ghoft, that (acred fire, * 
Which warms our hearts, and animates our minds, 
And moulds our fouls according to his will* 491 

Lord, pour thy Spirit down upon our feed, 
Thy bleffing on our offspring, copioufly. 
Come, like the former and the latter rain ; 
Defcend like dew upon the grafs new mown, 49 £ 
A? (how'rs that frudtify the barren earth* 

Jesus, our Saviour, give our fouls to drink 
The water of falvation, that may rife 
And fpring within us like a living well, 
Up to eternal life ; a fountain rich, £do 

That cannot be exhaufted, always pure, 
And «vtr flowing with a conftant ftream. 
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For thou haft promis'd, Who on me believes, 
As facred Scripture faith, from him (hall flow 
Rivers of living water* full and free. jjoj 

This was a promife of the pouring forth* 
Of the effufion of the Holy Ghoft, 
Which was fulfill'd upon that blefled day, 
When Jesu's followers were all baptiz'd 
With heay'nly fire, the Spirit from on high. ' £io 
O might fuch blefled times tetutn again ! 
And laft much longer than before ! and fill 
The world' with knbwledge, truth, peace, ldve, and 

Thai; grace and glory might appear on earth ! 

Thus was the Chriftian Church at firft fet up, 51 3 
Neither by might, nor pow'r, nor force, nor art. 
Nor ftrength, nor fword, nor riches, nor the arm 
Of man, but by the Spirit of the Lord. 
K[uUian eftablilhments were then unknown $ 
The arm of God was then the fble fupport 520 

Of his own caufe and int'reft in the world. 
Oh that it always had remain'd the fame ! 
Then true Chriftianity had flourifh'd ftHL 

The firft believers, worthy of the name, 
Walk'd in the comforts of the Holy Ghoft, 51^ 
And in the Spirit's love were edify'd. 

' Q^ ' ' They 
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They were a body firrply join'd in heart, 

With fympathetic love and kindnefs fill'd. 

Tkfi. members for each other had fuch carei* 

That none could want, for giving was a joy, 530 

Far greater than receiving i each one bore 

A part in all the forrows of the whole. 

The body in return, to ev'ry one 

Shew'd kindnefs in diftrefs, and gave relief. 

Tims if one member fuffer'd, afl were griev'd j 53$ 

If one was glad, of joy they all partook. 

This was a Church well worthy of the name, 

TJxe. Spoufe pf Chrift, the Bride, the Virgin pure # 

The Lamb's beloved wife, the heav'nly Queen. 

The daughter of Jehovah, one with binfo 540. 

Who claims a One-nefs with the living God. 

Such was the Church by the apoftles built,. 
And fuch the beauty of its difcipline 5 
Such were its leaders, fuch its members too : 
Such was its flaming lovfe, its unity, jfa$ 

And fuch its pow'r, and fuch its fure defence. 
God was its founder, Christ its only head* 
The Spirit its inftrudor, leader, guide; 
God's glory was its pote-Jlar, and his word. 
The faithful compaft was by which (he fteer'd ; 550 
Her hope was firm, faith pure, her love was warm> 
Her zeal was fervent, and. her dp&rine clear, 
From error free ; her worship was devout. 

The 
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The ttfedve apoftle* of the Holy Lamb 

Were her firft mihiftert and faithful guides. $/j 

She was a perfect body, organized 

In ev'ry part, fof ev*ry duty fit. 

Taught by the Spirit, ev*ry truth fhe kiie#, 

And pra&is'd ev*ry precept of her Lord* 

And fo fuccefsful were thofe chofen ones, $66 

Who firft proclaim^ the Saviour's nanie to, men, 

That in a little time they fpfead the word 

Throughout the Lejfer Afia> and the fVorldi 

For fo the Romans call'd their empife vaft; 

Thoufands and millions heard, believed, and own'd! 
The Gofpel of our Lord* and were baptiz'd. 566? 
Liv'd-holy lives, and dy'd mod happy deaths 1 : 
Conformed to Jesus in their time of life; 
They flept in him, and (hall with him defcend, 
When he fliall come again to reign on fckrth. : 57a 

Teh thoufand preachers of the Gbfpel rofe, 
Proclaimed the word in many diftant lands. 
Ten thoufand times ten thoufand ownM its poW*r j 
Ten millions fuffer'd deaths of various kinds, 
In teftirhony of the faith they held.. * £7 £• 

Until at length the fofce of truth pfevailM; " l 

And idols throughout ail the empire- fell ; 
Ana Jesu's name Was every where adbr*d» 

• ' Q^a Thui 
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Thus far my Saviour's procefs I have trac'd, 
And fketchM fome part of that important plan 580 
Which fev'ral years ago, in diftant climes, 
I drew, with pleafure, hoping to compleat. 
But all my times are in the hands of God, 
And he can call me in a moment hence, 
*Jlx> render up before his awful bar 585 

A full account of all my words and deeds. 
And if my Lord and Saviour, and my judge, 
Shall give his plaudit, and pronounce, Well done ! 
I (hall not fear the num'rous hofts of hell, 
Nor in the leaft regard what men can fay ; 590 

Whether they praife or blame, 'twill be alike. 
If God is pjeas'd, all Heav'n will fmile on me, 
But if he frowns, who can his anger bear ? 
Not me ; a worm, a creature of the duft : 
But, Lord, I fly to thee, to thee commit . 595 

My foul and body, and my. feeble works, 
Intended for thy praife : accept them all, 
Through Jesus Christ, in whom may I be found, 
Now and for ever. Blefled be my God, 
Who thus far has affifted me to fing 60a 

His praife, who gave his precious life for me, 
And whom I love with all my nobleft pow'rs : 
In whofe bleffc fervice I would wifh to fpend 
Whatever part of my fhort life remains : 
In him I hope to live, in him to die, 605 

And may I dwell with him forevermore, 

Where 
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Wfiere peace, and love, and joy, and glory reign. 

Where in a nobler ft rain his praife I'll ling, 

In notes fublime, and imitate the lays 

Of feraphs thron'd in light, and Chrift himfelf 610 

Will not difdain to liften to my fong. 
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HIS SECOND COMING, 

AND 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE MILLENIUM 

HASTEN, O Lord, the long expedted day, 
When Jesus (hall again from Heav*n defcend, 
No more to bleed and fuffer, but to reign ! 
At thought of this my foul is fill'd with joy. 
My heart is fraught with matter rich and free, 5 
And from the facred volume I will draw 
Divine lnftru6tfon, knowledge deep and large. 
Oft has my feeble mind frefli pleafure felt 
While ruminating on the joyful fcene, 
The bright appearing of my Saviour, God, 10 

And his fucceeding reign, which is to laft 
A thoufand years, before the day of doom. 
This period (hall my prefent fubjed be. 

But little time remains from now till then, 
And yet great things and mighty muft be done 1 5 
Before the reign of Jesus can begin, 
:v - Tho 
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The Jews mult to their ancient land return, 

And fafely dwell therein as heretofore. 

And then their enemies once more muft rife, 

And think to take a fpoil, and take a £rey : 20 

They like a ftorm againft the land (hall come, 

And fhall by force Jerufalem reduce, 

Rifling the houfes, plund'ring all the goods, 

Abufing feeble women, leading men 

Forth from the city to captivity, 2$ 

Shall think the day and vidtory their own. 

But when they fhall have taken half away. 

Before the time permits to take the whole, 

Behold, the Lord Jehovah will appear! 

That glorious Jesus, who is gone to Heav'n : 30 

Triumphant then to earth he will return ; 

Difmay and terror on the hoft will feize, 

And thus their pride and fury will be ftay'd, 

Nor farther feek their conqueft to purfue. 

This great event the prophets have foretold $£ 
In plaineft words, without the leaft difguife ; 
And yet, aftonifhing ! 'tis not believ'd 
By many who profefs the Chriftian name. 
But if it fhould be difbeliev'd by all, 
It cannot be prevented. 'Tis decreed 40 

That Chrift, our Saviour, fhall to eaffh defcend. 
And incredulity itfelf's a figrt 
That jEsti 1 * day is nigh, and haftens oh. 
For he hath Higtcck that when h$ Ihali' W^e, 

QL4 Fakh 
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Faith in his coming hardly fhall be found : 4$ 

The world (hall be as carelefs, unconcern'd, 

As in the famous days of Noah's age, 

When he was order 'd to prepare an ark, 

To fave himfelf and houfe from being drown'd, 

By water floods long threaten'd and delay 'd. 50 

How did the world at laft begin to mock, 
And ridicule the old and foolifli man ! 
While each purfu'd their bufinefs or their mirth* 
Nor heeded all the warnings that were giv'n j 
Eating and drinking, marrying wives employ'd 55 
Their time and thoughts, nor dream'd of ruin nigh, 
Their nights and days pafs'd joyous, void of fear, 
(As carelefs as the fons of pleafure i^ow) 
Until at laft the awful day arofe 
When Noah and his children chang'd their houfe, 
Forfook the land, and quart er'd in the ark : 6j 
Then foon unceafing rains began to pour 
Their copious torrents on the wretched earth ; 
The great abyfs of waters broken up, 
Soon overwhelm' d the globe, and fwept away 6$ 
Ten thoufand millions of impious men, 
And thus deftroy'd the. mocking fcoffing race, 
So (hall the coming of the Son of man 
Be quite as unexpected by the work}, 
And all mankind will be, as now they are, 70 

Engag'd in cares or pleafures, heeding none 
Of all the fblemn warnings fent from Heav'p. 
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Thus in the days of pious, righteous Lot, 
The proud inhabitants of Sodom, doom'd 
To dire deftru&ion for their grievous crimes, 75' 
They ate, they drank, they builded, bought and fold, 
Thoughdefs, and unconcern'd of what was nigh, 
Till Lot departed, then the fi'ry ftiow'r 
Fell fuddenly from Heav'n, and flew them all : 
Deftroy'd their lives and country all at once : So 
So fliall the coming of our Saviour be. 

This grand event is haft'ning on apace ; 
And though by many it is difbelicv'd, 
Yet foon it will appear, nor will deceive 
Our hopes, who wait and long for that glad day- 85 
Jesus, that once afcended up on high, 
Will come again in glory, will appear 
The fecond time, to fave thofe faithful ones 
Who truft in him, and wait hi$ face to fee. 
The Lord fliall come his counfels to fulfil, 90 

His purpofes of juftice, mercy, truth ; 
He will in clouds defcend upon that mount, 
From which he did. of old afcend to Heav'n, 
The Mount of Olives, where he often, flood 
While fojourning below, fliall feel once more 95 
His hallow'd feet upon its furface tread. 
But what a wond'rous change will then take place! 
*jThe mount towards the eaft and weft will cleave, 
The parts; ^divided will afunder move, 
jiaif to the jiortb, half jto the fQijth will go, 100 

And 
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And leave a long extended vale between. 

The Lord (hall come, and all the faints with thee* 

To blefs the nations, and their foes deftroy. 

How glorious will that happy day appear, 
When Christ fhall come with all his fhining train! 
The faints who deep in Jesus (hall arife, 106 

And all the living faints (hall then be changed, 
And (hall in glory with their Lord appear ; 
They (hall be like him, fee him, as he is. 
They who (hall in that refurre&ion (hare iiq 

•Shall truly be diftinguifii'd by the Lord, 
The fecond death on them (hall have no pow'r; 
They (hall be plac'd on thrones as kings and priefts* 
And with their Saviour they (hall reign on earth. 
This honour is referv'd for all the faints. ifj 

When Jesus to the mountain (hall defcehd, 
How will the hoft of foes confounded be ? 
They will confume away before his face, 
And chiefly be deftroy'd, by various means : 
Their fle(h will fall away, and leave their bones; u4 
Their eyes and tongues (hall alfo be coqfuna'd : 
And men and beads (hall fall a facrifice, 
And with their flefli (hall feaft the rav'nous birds, 
And by the beafts of prey (hall be devour'd. 
But leaving thefe, and many other fcenes 125 

Of dreadful judgments, which -on them (hall fall 
Who do not willingly t£ Chujst fuljmit, 
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1 pais now to relate thofe glorious fcenes 

Which fhall take place when Jesus (hall be King* 

And Lord of all the globe, when monarchs^U 130 

Shall yield their pow'r and kingdoms to his will. , 

Thofe bleffed days foretold by all the feers, 

\Yhich for a thoufand years (hall laft, I'll fing ; 

And briefly fketch the fev'ral grand events, 

Which fhall unfold to the aftonifh'd fight 133 

Of all the nations, in that glorious day. 

The firft event, which I (hall now attempt, 

Is the converfion of die Jewifh race, 

And the furprizing, fudden, faving change, 

Which on that people (hall take place at once* 140 

They by their enemies fhall be diftrefs'd* 
In fuch a manner as to leave no hope, 
No profpedt of relief, but wild defpair, 
With deepeft forrow mix'd, fhall pierce their hearts* 
While in the midft of this diftreffing ftate, 14^ 

Behold the op'ning Heav'nprefents to view 
The Lord of Glory, feated on. a cloud, 
Enthron'd in light, attended by a throng 
Of holy faints and angel*, who furround 
His throne of ftate, and fhall with .him- appear. i$& 
The- great Advent of Jesus then fhall come, 
A day fo great as never man beheld. 
Behold, he comes in grandeur terrible ! 
AU Heav'h defcends and triumphs in his train* 
JMore than aftonifh w^nt ! if mpre cap be, 1:55 

Now 
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Now feizes on the Jews, they lift their eyes 
Aloft, and view the glorious dreadful fcene ! 
An human form appears in robes of light, 
In glory mod amazing to behold ! 

Say, Who is that ? th* aftonifli'd people cry; i6o 
Who can this be, defcending thus from Heav'n ? 
A man ? Yea, more, a God in human form. 
But fee his hands and feet; what marks are there? 
Sure, they appear like fears ! who can this be ? 
What ! can this be that Jesus whom we fcorn'd ? 
Is this the babe of Bethrem ? this the man 166 

That groan'd on Calvary ? Yes, he it is, 
The man of forrows, whom we long defpis'd ! 
But oh, how chang'd is he ! what glory now 169 
Surrounds his facred head, once crown'd with thorns! 
Ah! this is he whom once we mock'd and fcorn'd ! 
We, fools, his life as madnefs did efteem, 
And look'd upon his death as juft and right j 
Counted him curfed, treated him with fcorn j 
But now we fee that he is Lord of all ; jy£ 

The Son of God in pow'r and glory high. 
Behold him drawing near ! behold he comes ! 
Where (hall we fly to hide our guilty heads ? 
Can rocks, or dens, or caves, or mountains fave ? 
His eye furveys us. See him now defcend ! 180 

How quakes the earth ! See where his glory (lands. 
Upon the famous Mount of Olivet ! 
BeHold it fplits afunder arid removes ! 
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Alas, alas, what will become of us ? 
Now they behold the man their fathers pierc'd, 185 
And whom they long defpis'd. See how they weep ! 
Like Jofeph's brethren, they are troubled now 
Before his prefence whom they long contemn'd. 
Now burft their forrows forth from ev'ry eye : 
They all retire apart, each one to weep ; 190 

Wives from their hufbands hid, the more to wail, 
And hufbands weep apart, to vent their grief. 
All hearts and houfes now are full of moans. 
Joy feems departed from Jerufalem, 
And'univerfal forrow now takes place. 195 

All hands are feeble now, and all the knees . "'..' 
Are weak as 'water, ev'ry heart is faint. . ';"'\ 
What bitter grief and forrow now they feel ! 
Oh, how' their tears flow down ! their hearts will. 

break ! 
The woes they feel can never be exprefs'd ! 206 

As when a father fees an only fon, 
The image of himfelf, his dear delight, 
Seiz'd with fome dire diforder, and anon 
Cut off by death's relentlefs hand; he mourns 1 
His forrow feems too vaft to find a vent. . i6&. 

^Such (hall their mourning, grief, and forrow be,', 
Unfeign'd an4 bitter, deep and poignant too. 
How can they.choofe but mourn, when they behold/. 
His glory whom they ridicuPd fo long ? \ 

What cari they now expedt but terrors dire, £10 

To fei^e their fouls, and torture them with pain, 

And- 
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And give them over to definition's jaws ? 
What muft they do, O whither can they turn, 
To gain relief, where can they look for peace ? 
for how can they expeft to be forgiv'n, 2,1 j 

Who have incens'd the Lord by numerous crimes, 
And perfever'd in hating all his ways, 
And treated with defpite his precious blood ? 
But oh, the blefled change that now takes place ; 
Inftead of wrath, behold how mercy (bines f %%6 
Jesus, the Prince of Glory, Prince of Peace, 
Makes known his love, and comforts all their hearts, 
Gdls them his people, cleanfes them from fin 2 
for their uncleannefs. opens wide a fount, 
In which their ftains may all be wafh'd away. ii£ 
Though red their fins like fcarlet, they fliall be 
Made white as wool, or new-fall'n mountain fnow« 
Now from this time they are renew'd, and made , 
A difTrent people far from what they were 
In former times, a nation now is born. ajp 

Rejoice, ye Heav'ns, the pain of Zion's o*er j 
Her Tons, new born, to Jesus ofTrings bring, 
Themfelves they yield to his moft gracious hand&. 
Behold Jerufalem its bands pour forth, 
To march, and fall at their Redeemer's feet ! 23$, 
They now repair unto the valley form'd 
Where flood Mount Bethany a while before,. 
Now parted clean in two, and mov'd away* 
As they in beauteous order march along, 

Such 
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Their hearts with rapture at another time 1 

To fee the living waters hurfting forth* 

Where never rivers were beheld before $ 

And to behold their foes upon the field 

Fall'n flain, againft them never more to rife ; %$$ 

And alfo to behold their friends return, 

Who by the enemies were captive led. 

Bjut all their thoughts are fwallow'd up in him, 

Their Lord and King, whom now their fouls adore, 

And to whofe prefence they diredt their fteps. 2,50 

See they advance, behold the train arrives, 

The heav'nly guards on either fide give way, 

Whije ihey ta his pavilion urge their courfe* 

Njow they before their Great Redeemer fall, 

And humbly bow with, rev'rence at his feet* i$$ 

Shall I dare cater my Redeemer's Court, 
Apefchear the homage which they pay to him ? 
Yes, my advent'rous mufe, which dar'd afcend 
Into the Heav'n of Heav , ns > when Jefus went 
To majke atonement for the fins of men, 26a 

Will nQt be put afide, but muft intrude : , 
I would be prefent at this interview, 
When J-bsks and his humbled brethren meet, 
When they confefs their fins, and he forgives 
When they. receive him as their Lord and King, 26$ 
And he (hall own them for his people dear. 
Attend, for 'tis a glorious moving fcene * 
'■ J And 
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. An4 here. my willing foul a while would ftay. 
Behold them bow'd before their Saviour's face ! 
Hear them addrefs their Lord in humble drains I 270 

Lord, here before thy feet ourfelves w& caft * 
Unworthy we to look upon thy face, 
Since we fo long have difobfdient beert, 
So long defpis'd thy name and charafter, 
And treated thee with fcorn and foul contempt. 2*/$ 
We never can forgive ourfelves, that we 
Have fo ungrateful and rebellious liv'd, 
Without the knowledge or the love of thee* 
How great have been our trefpaffes and fins ! 
We view. with great furprize what ills we've done, 
And never can forgive ourfelves at all. a8f 

Our .fathers finn'd in crucifying thee* 
And we've, alas ! confented to the deed> 
And juftify 'd the foul and bloody fadt ; 
And to our fliaine have glory'd in the ctime. a$$ 
We feel ourfelves moft guilty. Thou art juft 
If thou condemn'ft us ; we are all to blajne. 
Thou, thou art wholly right, we wholly wrong* 
Do with us, Lord, as ftiall to thee feem good, 
Ourfelves and all we have we would refign 290 

To thy moft gracious, wife, and fov'reign hands* 
O look with pity on the*ancient race 
Of Abraham, thy friend, fo long defpis'd, 
And juftly too, fince we defpifed thee. 
But now we mourn, and bitterly lament \ 295 

Our 
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Our num'rous crimes, but this the moft of all, 

That we have fet at nought our Saviour King, 

Alas, alas, behold we are unclean, 

And all our righteoufneffes are become 

Like worthlefs rags, arid our iniquities 30a 

They like the wind have taken us away. 

For fince our fathers have rejefted thee, 

And we have join'd to treat thy name with fcorn, 

Moft juftly thou taft hid thy royal face, 

And haft confum'd us for our hateful fins. ' 305 

But now, O Lord, remember we are clay, 
Thou art our potter, and by thee we're for m'd* 
Thou made the world, and all which it contains, 
But when thou paid a vifit to the' earth, 
We thine own people did not know thy Voice, jfo 
Did not receive thee as our Saviour dear. 
And when into Jerufalem thou rode 
Upon an afs's colt, as 'twas foretold, 
"We thy meek, lowly majefty defpis'd j 
Thou wept, our fathers ridicul'd, thou faid, 315 
Henceforth ye (hall not fee my face again, 
Until that time be come, when ye fhall fay, 
Bleffed be he that cometh in the name i 

Of God the Lord, and give him honour due. 
That time is now arriv'd,*we welcome thee, 320 
Unworthy as we are of being call'd 
Thy people, we rejoice that thou art come ; 
We bid thee welcome to thine ancient fold. 

R Our 
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Our holy cities arc a wildernefs, 

ComparM to what they were in former times ; 325 

Jerufalem is like a defcrt now, 

Having been pillag'd by its deadly foes ; 

Afld would have been deftroyNi before this time 

Unlefs thou hadft appeared for its relief: 

Behold our defolated date, O Lord, • 330 

How that our pleafant things are all laid wafte, 

Our holy houfe has long been burnt with fire, 

J^nd we have been deftroy'd and fcatter'd long : 

But thou art juft in all that thou haft done, 

Becaufe we have fo much offended thee. 335 

Whatever thou art pleas'd 60 us to lay, 

With deep fubmiffion, humbly we receive. 

Here paus'd the lowly orator, and thus 

The bleffed Saviour fpeedily reply'd : 

Arife, O Zion, ftiine, tfiy light is come^ 34a 
The glory of the Lord is ris'n on thee; 
The Gentiles to -thy. light with fpeed (hall hafte, 
And kings unto the brightriefs of thy day. 
Lift up thine eyes, and caft them round about. 
Behold the nations gather unto thee : 345. 

Thy fons (hall come from far with thee to dwell ; 
Thy daughters at thy fide (hall all be nurs'd. 
Then thou (halt fee, and (hall together flow ; 
Thine heart (halt fear, and gready be enlarged, 
Becaufe th' abundance of the fea (hall be 350* 

To thee converted, unto thee (hall come 

The 
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The num'rous forces of the Gentile race. 
Pujre gold, and coftly incenfe fhall thgy brings 
*The praifes of Jehovah fhall they (hew. 
Camels and dromedaries (hall attend, 35 j! 

From all the wealthy nations of the eaft 5 
Th6 flocks of Kedar, and Nebaioth's rams, 
Together brought (hall minifter to thee* 
My houfe of glory I will glorify* 

See, who afe thefe come flying like a cloud, J6d 
And, as the doves, unto their windows hafte ? x 
Surely the Weftern iflefc Ihaill wait for me,^ 
The ftately fhips of Tarfhifh (hall be firfi, 
To, bring thy children, ftor'd with riches, home* 
Unto the honour of the Lord thy God, 363 

And to the happy land by him poflefs'd ; 
The Holy One of Ifrael dwells in thee, 
And by his pretence hath thee glorify'd. 
The fons of ftrangefs fhall efred thy waifs, 
To thee fhall minifter their lords and'kings. 376' 
For though in wrath I fmote thee, yet I have 
In favour now had mercy upon thee. 
Thy gates fhall now fland open night and day* 
That all the nations of the world may come, 
With joy thy glory and increafe to view, ' 05 

And to adore the Lord* thy fov'reign Kingw 
The nation now that will not bow to thee, 
Shall be deftroy'd, and perifh from the earths 
To thee the glory of Mount Lebanon, 

R a The 
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The lofty cedars, firs, and pines, (hall come, 380 

To build and beautify the facred place, 

Where I in glory and in light will dwell. 

How glorious (hall my holy Mount appear ! 

Which foon (hall be to ev'ry nation known. 

With greateft joy fliall all the nations flock, 385 

To pay their vows and homage at my feet. 

The fons of thofe who fore afflicted thee x 

Shall with humility and rev-rence fall 

Before thy feet, and they who thee defpis'd 

Shall lowly bend, and greatly honour thee. 390 

Their language (hall be alter'd, once they natn'd 

Thy land, Forfaken, and thee, Defolate, 

But now,. Sought out, A city much defir'd : 

The city of Jehovah, and the place 

Belongs to God, to Ifrael's Holy One. 395 

Whereas thou haft fo long forfaken been, 

And hated by the nations of the earth, 

1*11 turn the fcale, and thou (halt be belov'd 

By all mankind, and fweet (hall be thy name. 

An honour to Jehovah thou (halt be, 400 

A joy for many ages to the earth. 

All people (hall take pleafure in thy fame, 

And with their choiceft treafures thee (hall blefs. 

Then thou (halt know that I Jehovah am, 

'fhy Saviour,, thy Redeemer, Jacob's God. 405 

Thy brafs into the pureft gold 1*11 change - 9 r 

Thine iron choiceft (ilver fliall become ; 

Brafs fhall become as plenteous as the wood, 

Thy 
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Thy ftones niore valu'ble than iron ore. 

Thine officers (hall all be men of peace, 410 

And thine exadlors fons of righteoufnefs. 

No more (hall violence in thee be heard, 

Nor wafting and definition in thee known. 

Thy walls are nam'd Salvation, and thy gates, 

Praife (hall be call'd ; now fhame is thine no more. 

The Lord (hall be thine everlafting light, 416 

Thy God (hall be thy ftrength and glory too ; 

Thy mourning now is pad, thy joy is come. 

Thy people (hall be righteous, one and all ; 

The holy land they henceforth (hall poffefs, 420 

And never (hall be difinherited. 

The nation now and henceforth (hall appear 

The branch that I have planted, and the work 

Which my own hands have wrought. J will be prais'd. 

I to Jerufalem am now return'd 405 

In mercy > and will choofe it yet again 4 

The city (hall in glory be rebuilt, 

And defolation there be known no more* 

And fafely it inhabited (hall be. 

Your many fins I freely do forgive, 410 

From all your filthinefs I will you cleanfe, 

And your iniquities will take away, 

And you (hall be my people evermore ; 

And I will reign your Lord and rightful King. 

I will rejoice in you, and joy always 415 

In my dear people, whom I have redeem'd ; 

And in Jerufalem will I rejoice. 

R 3 The 
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The voice of weeping (hall no more hp heard 

Within her walls, forrow and pain no more 

Shall ever there be known, but peace and joy 420 

Shall there prevail, and bariilh ev'ry woe. 

No more in her (hall little infants die, 

Nor men be counted old that have not fill'd 

Their days with fev'ral centuries 'of years. 

For he that dieth at the early age 42$ 

Of one full century, (hall die a boy, 

Yea more, be judg'd accurft, cut off, for (in, 

For his own fins, and for his wilful crimes. 

That proverb (hall henceforth be us'd no more, 

The fathers have the four grapes .eatqn up, 439 

And lo ! the children's teeth are fet on edge ! 

The fon his father's fins no more (hall bear, 

But every man (hall fufler for bis own, 

And that immediately, without delay ; 

By which the growth of fin (hall be deftroy'd, 43 j 

And ev'ry caufe of wickednefe remov'd. 

Now (hall my people their own houfes build, 

And long and quietly enjoy the fame. 

Their fruitful vineyards, planted by their hands. 

Shall yield them fweeteft grapes, and they (hall etf „ 

Shall eat ip plenty, and (hall praife my name* 44! 

They (hall not build for others to poffefs, 

Nor plant for enemies, as heretofore, 

Peace, health, and plenty, lives extended long, 

Shall be their portion in my holy land. . 445 

Their years (hall be as lading as the oaks, 

Thofe 
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Thofe long-liv'd trees, nor lhall they live in vain. 
Long (hall my chofen their own works poffefs. 
How profitable (hall their labours be ! 
No longer ufelefs, or for trouble wrought ! 450 

The curfe pronouncM on man I now remove, 
And take from woman all her part therein : 
She fliall in fafety bring her offspring forth, 
-Without thofe bitter pains of former times. 
Now ye (hall be Jehovah's bleffed feed, 455 

And all your children (hall belong to me ; 
They (hall be well indru&ed by my care, 
And be aa honour to their God and King. 
I will be near to fave you when you cry, 
Before you call I will regard your pray'rs, 460 

And while you dill are fpeakirig I will hear.- 
Great wonders I will (hew you, for henceforth 
Wars (hall no more be known, nor fwords deftroy, 
The very inftruments of violence 
Shall all be chang'd to thofe of hufbandry. 465 

The earth (hall yield adoniftiing increafe, 
And you,r own God (hall blefs you evermore. 
The beads, once fierce and (avage, (hall forget 
Their third of blood, and harmlefs (hall be feeh 
Among domedic animals to feed, 470 

And with them mildly play ; fear now is fled, 
Becaufe the days of joy and peace are come, 
And all creation feels the rays benign. 
The wolf (hall dwell in fafety with the lamb, 
And (he as fafe with him (hall play and feed*- 475 
. R4 Th« 
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The leopard with the kid (hall do the lame; 
Lie down together, neither feeking harm, 
Nor fearing danger, now there's none to fear. ; 
The lion, and the fatling, and the calf, 
Together fhall afiemble, feed and play, 430 

And children (hall not fear to lead the train. ' 
The bears and cows, and all their young, (hall feed 
Together in the paftures, and lie down 
In jpeace and fafety, void of rage or. fear. 
The lion, like the bullock, feeds on draw $ 485 
The ferpent feeds on duft, as 'twas ordain'd, 
And on his belly prone he dill (hall crawl $ 
But all his enmity is now deftroy'd : 
The fucking child upon his hold may play, 
The weaned child with bafilftks may fport. 490 

Nothing (hall hurt, deftroy, difturb, affright, 
In all my holy mountain, faith the Lord. 
And lo, thefe wonders now (hall be revealM. 
I, from my Father fent, once iuffer'd here, 
And now I come on earth to rule and reign, 495 
And here will fix my throne ; with you to dwell . 
I am well pleas'd : and fince you now receive 
Me, as your Lord and King I will declare, 
That you (hall never be rejefted more, 
But alwdys (hall be mine, a people dear 500 

To God, who greateft honours (hall beftow 
Upon your favour'd race, and thus fulfil 
The glorious cov'nant with your fathers made;. 
Thus you (hall be the bleffed of thq^Lprd, 
' An4 
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And all the nations (hall be bleft in you. 505 

You (hall from me the faving truth receive, 
And through the earth its precepts (hall convey. 
Fear then no more, arife, rejoice in God. 

Thefe glorious words- pronounc'd, they heard with 

Their hearts were full, and thus they gave them vent, 
Lord, what are we? and what is all oar race, 511 
That thou for our deliverance (hould appear ? 
Nay more, inftead of wrath and fore rebukes, 
Should in fuch mildeft accents comfort us, 
And fpeak fuch multitudes of promifes, 5 1 5 

Which though by Prophets long ago declar'd, 
We fcarcely ever hop'd to fee fulfill'd. 
With greateft gladnefs we rejoice in Thee, 
Our great Redeemer, Lord, and rightful King. 
Lord, we will praife Thee, for we now can (ay, 520 
Tho* thou with us waft angry for our fins, 
For which thou hadft indeed abundant caufe, 
Yet now thine anger fierce is turn'd away, 
And Thou doft comfort us, by kindeft words, 
And glorious aftions in our favour wrought. 525 
Thou art our fhield, Thou art our confidence, 
Jfi thee we truft, nor fliall we be afham'd. 
For Thou art our falvation, Thou our hope, 
Our ftrength, our helper, and our joyful fong. 
t Is this the way of finfui men ? O Lord ! 430 

Would they requite their cruel enemies 

v With 
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With fuch kind words and deeds of love ?• Ah, no. -. 

But thou art gracious, and (halt have the praife. 

With higheft gratitude our bofoms glow, 

And never can we utter what we feel. $$$ 

Our hearts are full, nor can we give them vent, 

By all the words we utter ; language fails. 

But Thee with joy we own our Lord and King. 

Our higheft honour is to bow to Thee. 

Reign thou for ever, Jesus always reign. 540. 

Thou art the God for whom we waited long : 

Thou art our Lord, in Thee we will rejoice ; 

In thy falvation we will now confide. 

Though other Lords have rul'd us, yet henceforth,. . 

Thee, only Thee, as Ruler will we own. * 545 

Accept us as thy flock, We aik no more. 

O what a day was this ! their grief was turn'd 
To greateft joy and gladnefs ; and their Lord 
Well pleas'd to fee the great and happy change, 
Acknowledge them his brethreq, who before 550 
Set him at nought, and him defpis'd and fold. 
Thus Jofeph's brethren dealt unfaithfully 
With him their precious brother, hini betray'd, 
And would have murder'd, but were hindered, 
But fold him as a flave : yet God ordain'd 55$ 

That he fhould rife to greateft dignity. 
At laft thefe brethren, driv'n by hunger fore, 
Unto the land of Egypt did repair, 
Where Jofeph roTd'as Governor fupjeme:- 

But 
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But him they knew not, though he knew then* well, 

JJut made his firft appearance rough and ftr^nge* 56 \r 

The fecond time they went, and them he brought 

into fuch circumftances of diftrefs, 

As made them, weeping, fall before his feet, 

And there confefs the bafenefs of their crime, 565 

Till finally himfelf he did reveal 

To all his brethren, and forgave their fault, 

And fpake to them in mod confoling ftrains ; 

Jteceiv'd them as his friends, and nourifl^d them, 

Became their father, brother, lord, and friend. 570 

Thus Jesus, Jofeph's antitype, hath fhew'd 

Himfelf a faithful friend, and brother dear, 

Jn dying for his greateft enemies ; 

And when he (hall appear the fecond time, 

He will conduct himfelf as Jofeph did ; 575 

Firft bring them low, and then exalt them high j 

And give them pardon, and obtain their praife. 

Thus (hall the happy period begin, 
When Jesus to his brethren (hall be known. 
Great fcenes (hall follow, fuch as none have dar'd 
To paint in verfe heroic, but my pen 581 

Would fain attempt in numbers to defcribe. 
But O, my God, thou knowefl iyhat is befty 
And I fubmit to what thou (halt appoint. 
Jf I ne'er live to finifh what's begun, 585 

I truft J ftial} h%ve better exercife* - 

J* 
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In that bright world of blifs to which I foar, 
Where I fhall fee my Saviour face to face, 
And praife his name in nobler (brains than thefe : 
Joining with all the heav'nly company, 590 

His everlafting honours to proclaim. 
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BOOK IX. 



THE MILLENIUM 

NOW let my pei\affume a bolder drain, 
And paint in fweeteft words and loftieft ftile, 
That fubjed which can ne\qpr be exprefs'd 
In full perfe&iotv, the Redeemer's reign. 
Blit hence dull thoughts, and wordly cares away; 5 
Let nothing hinder, nothing difcompofe, 
While I attempt the glories of that age, 
When Jesus Christ, our Lord, (hall rule the world. 
From fea to fea his kingdom (hall extend, 
And from the rifing to the fetting fun, 10 

Through ev'ry kingdom, over ev'ry land. 
All kings (hall fall before him, and (hall bow 
In humble rev'rence at his facred feet ; 
And all the nations (hall his word obey. 
His laws how juft ! his precepts how divine ! 15 

How righteous (hall his government be found ! 
No fraud, injuftice, or oppreffion, then 
Shall ever more prevail among mankind, 
During the glorious period of that age 
When Chrift (hall reign on earth, and Satan bound, 

No 
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No more (hall tempt mankind, nor fouls deceive. 21 . 
What wond'rous things are fpoken of that day I 
What glories have the ancient feers foretold ! 
Nor lefs will they appear when once fulfilled, 
Than by the grand predictions they would fecm. 25 

Deftru&ive wars (hall then no more be known, 
Peace and good-will (hall ev'ry where prevail : 
No more confufed noife of batdes heard ; 
Nor garments rolTd in blood (hall then be ieen :- * 
Nor mtifd'ring iriftruments of war prepaid. 30 

The nobler arts of peace (hall then employ 
The minds and h^nds of men, and fwords and fpeart 
Shall fotfm the inftfuments of hufbandry* 
All flavery (hall ceafe throughout the globe^ 
And tyranny be extirpated then, 3^. 

Arid liniverfal freedom (hall take place. 
Oh what a joyful period this (hall be f 
The knowledge of the Lord (hall fo prevail, 
That all mankind (hall fear and love his name, 
And (hall agree together him to ferve. 40 

No more divifion and contentious ftrife, 
Shall vex and difcompofe the Church of God* 
All Zion's watchmen (hall as one agree, 
And all fee eye to eye, fpeak with one tongue, 
And with one mind and mouth (hall praife the Lord 
Thofe who believe (hall dwell in unity ; 4^ 

Then (hall it once appear how good it is,. 
And pleafant thus in harmony to live f 

One 
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One mind j one heart, one foul, of one accord, 

Shall all believers be, in union join'd, £& 

Like that fubfifting in the Deity, 

Between the Father and his only Son. 

Then (hall the world believe, and know the truth, 

And doubt no more of the MeffiatTs claim ; 

But all (hall with one heart to him fubmit. £j 

Soon through the world the Gofpel (hall be (prcad, 

Proclaim'd to ev'ry nation under Heav'n, 

Pure, and from all adulteration free, 

In fuch a manner as (hall make ics way 

To ev'ry heart, and turn all men to God. 60 

So univerfally (hall light prevail, 

That all (hall know the Lord, and need no more 

That one (hould teach another facred truth, 

Which, from the lead unto the greateft known, 

Shall plainly (hew the prophecies fulfill'd. 6c 

Love, peace, joy, gentlenefs, goodnefs, and truth, 

Meeknefs and temperance fhall then appear, 

As openly as things contrary now. 

Now felfiflinefs, and envy, pride and wrath, 

With all the num'rous train of deadly ills 70 1 

Which fpring from thofe too fruitful fources, flow. 

Overwhelm, and almoft ruinate the globe. 

Then children (hall from tender infancy, 

Be all infttudted in the fear of God, 

And educated as the heirs of Heaven. jt* 

Early acctrftom'd, in the pleafant ways 

Of wifdom they (hall walk, and find her paths 

Delightful 
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Delightful to iheir fouls, and full of peace. 

No wicked children (hall be feen on earth, 

All (hall be good, obedient, faithful, wife, 80 

All dutiful, and free from ev'ry ill. 

How parents (hall rejoice in thofe bleft days ! 

To fee their infant race in virtue grow, 

And with their learning, fee them goodntfs take, 

As eafily as now they learn to fin. 85 

The education of thofe happy times 

Will be as different from the prefent mode 

As brighteft day, from blacked, darkeft night. 

Love and delight in learning will lead on 

The happy youths, who will to heights afpire, 50 

That but to mention now, to mod would feem 

Incredible, and bord'ring on romance. 

No blows, nor threading words fhall then be us'd; 

All fhall be pleafure, noble, high delight : 

And eafily fhall knowledge be obtained, 95 

When vicious tempers fhall no more defile 

The fouls of children, nor fhall cloud their minds* 

For fin obfcures the light, fhuts knowledge out, 

And makes the underftanding cloudy, dark ^ 

Caufes the will to be perverfe, and fills ioo 

The foul with idlenefs, that great eft foe 

To ufeful knowledge. But in thofe bleft days 

Learning will be attain'd with cafe, and then 

It will be univerfal, free to all. 

Our fons fhall be as plants grown up in youth* 105 

Beautiful^ chearful, gay, ftrong, innocent, 

Pleafant, 
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Pleafant, wife, affable, fenfible, good. 
Our daughters like to precious corner ftones, 
Polifli'd, as if for palaces defign'd. 
Fair, lovely, gentle, kind, polite, fincere, no 

Virtuous, modeft, humble, prudent, meek. 
Form'd to delight and cultivate mankind. 
More precious than rich diamonds (hall they ftand, 
The glorious ornaments of human race. 
Domeftic happinefs (hall then abound! 115 

What peace and love (hall grace the nuptial bands ! 
Strifes, quarrels, broils, contentions, difcords, jar*, 
Raging, and raving, fcolding, cuffing,. blows, 
Nor angry words, nor looks, (hall then.be. known. 
Love, kindnefs, fofteft language, a&ions mild, 120 
Shall be the lot of ev'ry married pair. 
Oh, how unlike the times in which We live ! 
What horrid difcords are in families ! 
How bitter words and adtions wound our peace ! 
And truly, far more troubles fpring from hence 125 
Than all the other woes that fill the world. 
But in thofe glorious times of which I fing, 
The Lord thefe foreft evils will remove, 
Which now prevent our mutual happinefs ; 1 

And ev'ry family (hall then appear 130 

A little pifture of the world at large, 
An habitation of delight and peace. 
No difference of opinion (hall be found, , 
To break the peace of families, but all 
Together (hall agree to ferve the Lord» 135 

, S In 
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In thofe reviving times, when truth (hall (hine, 
Deceit and falfchood (hall no more appear. 
Lying and perjury, thofe baneful crimes, 
Which now fo much prevail, (hall wholly ceafe. 
Frauds (hall no more be known, but honcfty 140 
Shall then be pra&ifed by all mankind : 
And juftice, long fince fled, (hall then return. 

Then (hall the earth bring forth a large increafe : 
The curfe of barrennefs (hall be remov'd, 
And God (hall blefs mankind with ev'ry good ; 145 
Health, plenty, happinefs, long life, and peace. 
Briers and thorns, and thiftles, noxious weeds, 
And pois*nous plants, the ground (hall bear no more; 
But food in plenty, both for beafts and men, 
Shall be produc'd with very little toil. 156 

Such plenteous harvefts (hall the fower reap, 
As (hall much more than fatisfy his pains. 
J^abour (hall be more pleafant far than now, 
And God (hall profper all the works of men. 
Thefe (hall be happy times, exceeding far 155 

The golden age by' heathen poets feign'd. 
Bleflings of nature^ grace, and providence, 
Shall all combine happy to render man, 
Under the Government of Chrift the Lord. 
The bleflings of the Gofpel, far and wide, 160 

Shall be extended through the univerfe. 
The name of Jfcsus (hall be known by all, 
And all (hall praife him daily, and (hall pray 

That 
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That long his kingdom may continued be : 
Becaufe his government lhall be fo mild, 165 

So juft, fo beneficial-to mankind. 
More beautiful and ufeful far than light, . * 

Mors pleafant than the riling morning fun, 
Th* unclouded morning fliihes not half fo fair - 9 
Nor dew upon the grafs fo ufeful feems, 170 

Nor pleafant fhow'rs upon the meadows mown* • 
Nor the clear fhining after mighty rain. 
All thefe are emblems of good government, 
But all fall fhort in beauty to compare 
With that moll glorious kingdom of our Lord ; 17$ 
To be eftablifh'd in the latter days, 
According to the famous prophecies 
Of all God's holy feers fince time began. • ■ * 

This kingdom lhall extend through all the world, 
Shall break in pieces all oppofing pow'r, 180 

Shall never be o!ercome by enemies, 
Shall never have fucceffor nor compeer, 
Shall Hand for ever, and lhall ftill prevail 
Till all its num'rous foes lhall bow and yield. 
This kingdom lhall endure, and ftill muft rule 18$ 
Until its great deligns are all fulfilTd. 
The earth lhall fully be inhabited, 
And that as yet has never been the cafe. 
But God who for that purpofe form'd it firft, 
(And certainly he form'd it not in vain); 190 

He fliall behold it filPd with flocks of men, : > 

And they lhall know that he is God the Lord. ; 

S 2 The 
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The millions that on earth (hall dwell at once, 
All happy under government divine, 
Shall far exceed the numbers that have liv'd 195 
Since God at firft created man, on earth, 
Put all together, even though we (hould 
Sappofe a perfon ev'ry fecond born 
During the periods of fix thoufand years. 
So Chrift our Saviour may with pleafure lay, 20& 
Before the bleffed thoufand years (hall end, 
I now have many million fubjefts more 
Than ever fin, and death, and Satan rul'd ; 
More now at once my willing fubjedts are 
Than ever groan'd under their tyranny. 205 

When this mod happy period (hall arrive, 
No longer (hall the ways of God feem dark, 
The plan of Providence no more obfeure, 
But all (hall brighten into open day. 
No more (hall infidelity exclaim, 210 

That God hath made the human race in vain, 
Or but to break his laws, and him provoke ; 
And that from the beginning they have (hewtt 
Themfelves unworthy of their Maker's care, 
And always have difhonour'd him by fin. 215 

For in the days of which the prophets (peak, 
Mankind (hall be an honour to their God, 
A crown and diadem of higheft worth, 
Efteem'd by their Creator as a prize 
Of greatcft dignity, and high renown. 220 

then 
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Then human nature, not as now depravM, 

Shall not appear made up of earth and fin, 

A mixture vile of folly, weaknefs, crimes; 

But as a veflel pure and fit for ufe ; 

Worthy of him who made it, and reftor'd %%$ 

The fame when ruin'd to its firfi: eftate. 

Goodnefs and virtue (hall in glory fhine, 

And human nature (hall appear adorn'd 

With ev'ry grace that can become its ftate. 

Pride, paflion, rage and ftrife, (hall bedeftroy'd, %iq 

And all contrary virtues (hall fucceed. 

Tatling, talebearing, fland'ring, lying words, 

And murd'ring charadters with evil tongues, 

No more (hall credit find, nor pra&is'd be, 

As now, to the great hurting of mankind* 13,5 

Now hearts and tongues fpeak different, but then 

Their language (hall be all the fame, nor guile, 

Nor falfe deceit, (hall dwell upon their tongues. 

Truth, peace, good-will, love, and fincerity, 

Shall be the language of their hearts and lips. 240 

No more (hall fome of odiers make a prey ; 

All (hall conduct themfelves by that great law, 

As ye would wj(h that men fhould do to you, 

The fame in ev'ry inftance do to them. 

Thus each (hall love his neighbour as himfelf, t$$ 

And find the fame return'd to him again; 

This (hall increafe the happinefs of all, 

And make the earth in measure like tp Heav'n. 

But if the conduct of the human race 

S 3 Shal] 
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Shall tow'rds each other be (6 different 250 

From what we now obferve, then certainly 
Their whole behaviour towards God (hall be 
Entirely different from what now takes place. 
Then (hall the firft and great command be kept, 
For men (hall Jove the Lord with all their hearts $ 
Him (hall they fear and worthily adore, .256 

And render him their nobleft fervices. 
What gratitude fliall glow in all. their breads ! 
And with what pleafure (hall they praife his name ! 
O with what rev'rence (hall their hofts appear 260 
Before the Lord, the King of all the earth ? 

Who can defcribe the great folemnity, 
When all the nations (hall agree to go 
To pay their homage to the Lord, the King, 
Aflembling for that purpofe ev'ry year, 26c 

At the great city of Jeriifalem ? 

This is Jehovah's pofitive decree, 
And it (hall come to pafs in that great day, 
That ev'ry one of all the nations left 
Which came againft Jerufalem to war, 270 

Shall even go up yearly there to pay 
Their humble worftiip to Jehovah's name, 
The Lord of Hofts, the King of all the earth ; 
And the great feaft of Tabernacles keep. 
And whofoever will not thither come 275 

Of 
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Of all the families upon the globe, 
Upon their land no fhowers fliall defcend. 

Behold them come from ev'ry people's land, 
AH nations (hall affemble at the time, 
All kindreds of the earth, from far and near, a8o 
Such an affembly yet no eyes have feen. 
Behold an hundred millions now furround 
That famous city by Jehovah nani'd, 
Jehovah Shammah, or, The Lord is there. 
They come from ev'ry land and ev'ry clime \ 285 
But though in colour various, all agree 
In one defign, Jehovah to adore. 
O what a moft exalted fong they fing, 
And praife his name upon the higheft key ! 
The mufic ravifties our wond'ring ears. 29Q 

Far as the eye can fee, behold the throng ! 
All join to glorify the fov'reign King, 
And give him higheft praife who merits all. 

O joyful day, when all the tribes of earth 
Shall thus in pureft love affemble there, 295 

Without the lead defign but what is good. 
No malice, wickednefs, (hall there be founds 
No thieves, pickpockets, no deceitful men, 
Shall with the happy throng affemble there ; 
All (hall be faithful ferVants of their King, 500 

Who meet to celebrate the glorious feaft, 
In honour to Jehqvah, Lord of all, 

S 4 And 
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And with defign to cultivate the love 

And univerfal friendfhip of mankind. 

How worthy of the Lord are fuch defigns ! 305 

How glorious, grand, friendly, benevolentl ' 

How calculated for the praife of God ! 

And the amazing int'reft of the world ! 

This may be called, as its proper name, 

The Feaft of Tabernacles, for the crowds 31Q 

That will affemble there will be fo large, 

That all the houfes cannot them contain. 

There in a friendly manner they fhall meet 

And worfhip all together, and fhall learn 

To know and do the will of Jacob's God. 3x5 

And feaft in friendfhip, then with joy return, 

Each to their diffrent regions, to declare 

The wonders which they faw and heard ; with joy 

The lift'ning people (hall the ftory hear, 

And long to fee and lenow the fame themfelves. 320 

In thofe bleft days, inftead of planning fchemes 
Of war and conqueft, nations fhall invite 
Each other to affemble at the place 
Where reigns the bleffed Jesus on the hill 
Whicl) he fhall choofe, his holy mountain top. 325 
For thus the facred prophecies declare, 
And it fhall come to pafs in thp laft days, 
The mountain of Jehovah's houfe fhall be 
Eftablifh'd in the lofty mountain's top, 
A d be exalted far above the hills, 330 

And 
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And all the nations thereunto (hall flow. 

Then many peoples (hall with joy agree, 

And thus exprefs their earned heart's defire, 

Come ye, and let us join widi pleafure, go 

Up to the holy mountain of thp Lord, 335 

And to the facred houfe of Jacob's God, 

And he will teach us all his blefled ways, 

And we will walk in his delightful paths. 

For out of Zion (hall the law go forth $ 
Jehovah's word (hall from Jerufalem 340 

Proceed, and fpread, enlight'ning all the earth. 
For he (hall judge the nations of the world, 
And many peoples ftrong he (hall rebuke, 
And they (hall hear his voice, and him obey : 
As when the raging waves heard, " Peace, be ftilL** 
They ceas'd, and lo, at once there was a calm. 
So (hall the mighty peoples hear his voice, 
And ceafe their violence, leave off to rage, 
And beat their fwords to ploughfhares, and their (pears 
To fcythes, or other ufeful inftruments. 350 

No more (hall war be follow'd as a trade, 
Nor warlike inftruments again be form'd. 
The barbarous terms (hall be forgotten all. 
Nations no more againft each other rife, 
Nor fwords lift up, nor learn the art of war, 355 
Buf dwell in peace, and cultivate the ground, 
And (it each man with joy beneath his vine, 
A^d with his family in (kfety lie 

At 
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At eafe reclin'd under the fig-tree's fhade ; 
And none fliall feek each other to difturb, 360 

Nor put the peaceful citizens in fear. 
This hath -Jehovah fpoken, and his hand 
Shall never fail his promife to fulfil. 
Then (hall the fafts be turn'd to days of joy, 
The ancient troubles fliall be all forgot. 365 

O therefore love the truth and feek for peace ! 
For Jesus is the Prince of Peace and truth. 
Thus faith JeAovah, It fliall come to paifs 
That many peoples fliall with earneftnefs 
7 Affemble to adore their God and King; 37^ 

Th* inhabitants of many cities join 
In this delightful work of pray'r and praife. 
The dwellers in one town their homes fliall leave, 
And to the neighb'ring town or city go, 
No more to raife confufion or uproar, 375' 

But to invite their neighbours, brethren, friends^ 
Come let us fpeedily with jpy repair 
To pray before Jehovah's hallow'd fane, 
To feek the bleffing of the Lord of Hofts ; 
And I will alfo go : each one fliall fay. ' 380 

Yea, many peoples, nations great and ftrong, 
Shall come to feek Jehovah Tjabbaoth, 
To pray before the Lord, and blefs his name. 
What crowds fliall to Jerufalem repair ! 
Which city fliall be chief of all on earth. 385 

There fliall the multitudes affemble, there 
The praifes of Jehovah fliall they fliew, 

v And 
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And all his glories fhall proclaim abroad. 

"What happen'd at the day of Pentecoft 

Was but a little fpecimen of this, 390 

Yet all the Gofpel light the world has had 

Is what proceeded from that city firft. 

But O, what greater glories (hall adorn 

That chofen city in the coming days, 

When thither all the tribes of men (hall come 395 

To learn the will of God, and praife his name ! 

From thence the grandeft road, the king's high-way 

Shall lead dire&ly to the holy Mount, 

Whereon the facred Temple (lands adorn'd ; 

A noble palace, and the refidence 400 

Gf Jesus, and his brethren, all the faints. 

The mountain's top, is holy all around ; 

(For holinefs becomes the houfe of God) 

And fuch a houfe as this man never faw. 

The temple built by Solomon of old, 405 

No more can bear comparifon with this, 

Than meaneft cottages with princely courts. 

The glory of the laft houfe, built for God, 

Shall far exceed the glory of the firft. 

Here Christ (hall dwell and reign a thoufand years ; 

Here (hall his glorious voice be heard and known, 

And here his wonders (hall to men be feen. 

And in this mountain (hall Jehovah make 

To all the peoples of the earth a feaft, 

An heav'nly feaft, of truth and words divine, 415 

With pow'r attended, and with mighty love, 

As 
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As with the choiceft wine the feaft is crown'd. 
Such fweet refreshments will give greater joy 
Than choiceft dainties, or the richeft wine. 
O how with pleafure will the nations (it 420 

From morn till' noon, from noon till^dewy eve, 
To hear the Saviour his inftru&ions give ! 
O what an heav'nly feaft his lips afford ! 
But as it was when Jesus dwelt on earth, 
When he had fed the multitudes three days 425 
With heav'nly bread, the manna of his tongue, - 
He would not let them go till he had fed 
Their bodies, with fuch food as might fuftain 
Their nature, and from fainting them prevent, 
As to their, homes they fhould return ; Thus he 430 
Who did not think it was beneath him then 
To feed the jnultitudes with filh and bread, 
Miraculoufly increafed by his pow'r, 
Will alfo make a plenteous feaft to thofe 
Who (hall repair unto his holy hill, 435 

To hear his words, and learn his righteous ways, 
And bow before him and his name adore. 
And he that with fuch pleafure once beheld 
About five thoufand men in order fit 
On the green grafs, in ranks of fifties plac'd, 440 
Waiting their food from his moft bounteous hands, 
How will he joy all nations to behold 
Afiembled at his feet to hear his words ! 
Ten thoufand times ten thoufand (hall attend ; 
Numbers immenfe, compar'd to which the hoft 445 

Of 
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Of Xerxes, when he march'd againft the Greeks, 

Was but a little feeble company. 

Yet all this num'rous hoft fhall hear his voice 

With eafe 3 for ev'n the dead themfelves (hall hear, 

And fhall forfake their graves at his command. 45a 

For what to him fhall be impoffible ? 

This blefled company fhall feated be 

Around the holy mountain of their God, 

And inftantly, at his command divine, 

The choiceft bread, and food of richeft kinds, 455 

Shall be distributed to all the guefts, 

For all his faints and angels fhall attend 

As mjnifters on this occafion grand ; 

Then fhall the choiceft wine to each be giv'n. 

Such was the water when it faw its God, 460 

And blufh'd upon the famous wedding day, 

Where Jesus firft began his pow'r to (hew, 

And his difciples then his glory faw, 

And from that time believed on his name. 

The water from the river chang'd to wine, 465 

Shall chear the hearts of all the num'rous hofts, 

And thofe who choofe may drink the water pure. 

Then fhall the fruits of thofe eternal trees 

That grow upon the river's banks, be giv'n 

To ev'ry one, as they themfelves defire. 470 

And then the bleffing of the Lord pronounc'd, 

Shall, from his holy hill difmifs the throng. 

Who fhall difperfe, and to their homes return, 

Praifing the Lord for all his goodne fs fhewn. 

Thu$ 
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Thus (hall their minds be purg'd from fin and doubts-; 

For in this mountain (hall the Lord deftroy 476 

The face of covering o'er all peoples caft, 

The vail that is o'er all the nations fpread. 

Darknefs and ignorance, and flavifti fear, 

Shall all be chas'd away by light and truth. 480 

How will the ranfom'd of Jehovah come 
To this high mountain with exceeding joy ! 
With fongs and joyful (houtings as they go, 
The happy ftreets and villages (hall ring ; 
* Great joy and gladnefs (hall they all obtain, 485 
When forrow, grief, and fighing are no more. 
The happy fcenes which then (hall common be, 
Would fcarce gain credit fhould they be defcrib'd. 
But as the facred writings have foretold 
The glorious wonders of that future age, 490 

I venture to attempt to follow on 
Where fuch a guide as truth eternal leads. 
How vaft (hall be the changes in the earth, 
And in its foil and climates, and produce, 
And in the difpofitions of mankind ! * 495 

The earth (hall all be fruitful, and with eafe 
Yield its productions to the laborer's hand ; 
Arid fandy defarts (hall be fruitful plains, 
The barren wildernefs a fertile field : 
New fprings (hall flow, and rivers glide along, 500 
Where nothing now appears but burning fand. 
How glad (hall be the folitary place ! 

Defarts 
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Defarts rejoice and bloffom as the rofe ; 

Bloffom abundantly, like gardens fair, 

Well water'd as the garden of the Lord. , jjojj 

This dwellers in the barren land rejoice, 

With joy and finging, how they (hout aloud ! 

For Carmel's mount, and Sharon's vale no more 

Arc us'd proverbially for excellence ; 

For all their glory and their beauties Ihine 51b 

In far fuperior dignity in lands 

Once barren, frightful defarts ! dreary waftes ! 

Inftead of thorns, behold' the fir-trees (pring ! 

Inftead of briers, fee the myrtles grow ! 

Thefe to Jehovah are a name and praife, 51-5 

Aa everlafting fign of truth fulfilled. 

The plowman (hall the reaper overtake, 

§0 vaft the crop, fo heavy is the grain ! 

The threfhing time ftiall to the vintage reach, 

And vintage to the fowing time extend. 520 

All climates ftuillbe healthful, blading winds 

And fickly damps, and burning heat, no more 

Shall breed diforders, and deftroy the lives 

Of tfoofe who in or near the burning zone 

Have their abodes ; nor fliail the hurricane 525 

Deftroy the food and labours of the year. 

Thofe violent concyflions of the earth, 

Which have fo fatal prov'd in ages pafl, 

Aid cities in a moment have ingulph'd 

In earth's dark womb, they fell no more to rife : 530 

Thefe dreadful evils (hall no more affright, 
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The earth (hall reft in quiet all the days 

That Jesu's blefled reign thereon (hall laft. ' * ■ 

The peftilence, that now its thoufands kills, 

Shall then be wholly driven from the world ; 535 

And famine that with deadly rage deftroys 

Both foul and body as it were at once, 

No more ftiall reach the dwellings of mankind 3 

The fields (hall yield their meat, the trees their fruit, 

In fuch abundance, that no pinching want 540 

Can ever more be known upon the globe. 

The famous bread-tree fruit, plant of renown, •• 

Shall be fo common then, that all may eat 

That bread which God himfelf hath fo prepaid, 

That little labour needs to make it fit 545 

For our immediate ufe. This plant alone 

Famine for ever may prevent, becaufe 

The trees once planted need but little care, l *- 

And fuch abundance do their branches yield, 

That one fmall orchard planted, will produce ' 55^ 

More w fruit than any family will need. 

And God hath many ftores of various kinds, * 

From whence he can fupply the world with food, 

Although it (hould contain a thoufand times 

As many more as ever liv'd in all. 55^ 

But, oh, how (hall the human race be changed, 
When Christ (hall rule the world ! how different 
Mankind (hall be from what they ever were ! 
When God (hall take the ftony hearts away, 

And 
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And give them hearts of flefli ; and write his la* J60 

Upon their inward parts ; and deep engrave 

His jdft commands upon their yielding oiinds* 

And God will be their God, and they fhall be 

His peopte, Worthy of that facred nam4. 

For he will vrafti, Jlhd purify their fouls 56 J 

From their iniquities* and make them ctaUh 

On them he will beftow ond heart, one way, 

To their advantage, and their children's too* 

They (hall not from his precepts turn afide, 

Nor will he hide his glofiods face from then!. J 7* 

He will rejoice to do them dv'ry gttod, 

And he will take their fins and guilt away, 

And mak< them clean and pure, and fan&ify* 

And fit them for his fervice irid his ufe. 

His Spirit (hall be pour'd upon their feed, $7$ 

His bleffing on thfeir offsprings and thetnfelves. 

Jshovah will rejoice to fee them pure, 

And they (hall joy and triumph in his Jove. 

His love and kindnefs fhall be fo difplay'd, 

That they with greateft wonder fhall adore. 5S0 

Their hearts, all fill'd with love and gratitude, 

Shall caufe their nobleft pow'rs to praife his nariie. 

Their love to God fhall form their tempers right, 

And fill them with benevolence to men, 

From whence all idls of kindnefs fhall proceed. $$ 

O what exalted friendOiip (hall abound, 
Ahd make the race of men like angels pure ! 

T Deceit 
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t Deceit and guile,, and flattery and fraud* 
Ambition, hellifh rage, thoie pafliqns foul, 
Shall ail be banilh'd from the peaceful feene, ffi 
A thgufand prqmifes the L,ord hath made, . 
That he thefe mighty wonders will perform, 
His holy word abounds in fqeh as tbefe, 
My peqple they (hall be j and I their God. 
And this i§ ey'ry thing exprefs'd at once $ 
Nqf pan our htfgeft wifhes afc for mq?e** 
If Qqd (h&U be the Qqd of ail mankind, 
The Gpd ©fall the families qf earth. 
Then ev'ry bleffing needful he'll beftpw* 
If they (hall be his people, he will make <fep 

Them fnch whereof he (hall not be a&am'd, 

Another glorious bleffing (hall attend 
The happy rape of men in that bright day ; 
The faints of ancient times (hall reign on earth, 
With Christ* their Lprd ; and donbtleft fcftlJ at 
time* 6§| 

Converfe with men, and them inftFii&iai* give* 
Kay, they (hail be appointed to prefide. 
Daniel, the wife and gppd, (hall have a ipt, 
Jn which he (hall with honour ftand, and (hine, 
A§ the bright lqftre of the firmament, 610 

. The bleft apoftjes on their thrqnes (hall (it. 
And judge the chofen tribes of Jfr'el's race. 
The fervant who improved his pqqnd fp well, 
^§ ten tp gain ? ten cities flj^ll repeive, 

And 



Aotf bay? avuhpfity aVf them t^twlg : $« 

He that gains fiyg, (hall h^ye five $\%\%% gfr'ty 

fqt the &[n<? gteripus* purpqfe a* the £$. 

They whq ha.ye faithful in a httjg h e efi* 

Bpw'r ^nd smthPffiy lhal} have o'er lflpph. 

Tp him thftt 9¥CTG9H*efh} £hrjst w}11 give £aq 

Fqw'f over nations, as himfelf r^pqy^ j 

Will give a right tP fuch to fit \vi^h him, 

Upon his throve, as yhen he overpay, 

Yhe F&he? plae'd \\\n\ pi} his glpjrjp.us throne, 

Abpye all principles 31$ paw'rs. 6$<j 

JJoWj, jf we fvtflfer with pur Saviqur flear, 

He yffWl advance u§ in his glory high. 

What arp the fqffriflgs pf tfiis tpprtal jifp, ' 

Cqq^par-d tp gjpry which fti%\\ be r^yeal'd ? 

Fpr jf wp fiiffer, we Olgtll *ejgn with him. $3$ 

gehpld^ the fewls pf fuch whp loft their lives, 

Tp b^a? a wjtj^f§ fpr the Saviour's name, 

Ar4 whp had wp^bipp'd Qp<^ and not the heafr, 

$p? ypt his image, ijqr fggpiy'd his b\$$l ; 

Tbpfe UveaR4 W\&\ W^h Ciieljst a thpufanfi years,. 

Thefe are the faithful fppls i$ ev'ry age, • 636 

Whq h?ar a living witpefs for the truth. 

Thefe (hall bp pByileg'd ahpye th e f?ft* 

Fpr none (hall jjye ^gaiq but fuch as thefe, 

ILJfitU thp thoufan4 years (ha}} be fglfill ? d. 649 

Hqvy h}?ff?4 ¥$ hpW bply muft they be 

Whp in this glpf}PP s refv?rpecEtipn fli^e ? 

Pq them thg fseptyd 4^ a fH #$4 hwe flg ppw'f : 

T* " ' Bui 
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But they to Jesus (hall be priefts and kings, 
And. with him reign a thoufand years on earth. 64 j 
This honour all the faints of God (hall have, 
Thus to rule over, and to blcfs the world. 
The faints of God the kingdom (hall pofiefs, 
The greatnefs of the kingdom under Heav'n, 
Shall be their portion and inheritance ; 6$o 

Which they for ages (hall in peace enjoy/ 
Thus Saviours (hall upon Mount Zion fit, 
To judge, fubdue, and govern all the world. 
Thus (hall the kingdoms of this world become 
The kingdoms of our God, and of his Chrift, 655 
And he (hall to the age of ages reign. 
Then (hall that pray'r in meafure be fulfill'd, 
Thy kingdom come, O Lord, tny will be done 
Upon this earth, as it is done in H&v'n. 

How fure is prophecy ! the time makes hade ; 660 
Thefe things mud be accompHfh'd irt their time, 
However feoffors may our (kith deride' 
With their old taunt, Where is his promife now ? 
For an appointed time the vifion ftays ; 
But though it feems to tarry, wait, ere long 665 
It certainly will fpeak, and will not lie. 
Behold it comes, and will not long delay ! 

Remember me, O Lord, and let me know 
That favour which thou beared to thy faints, 
And let mine eyes this great falvatioo fee, 6j6 

And 
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And gladly with thy favour'd ones rejoice, 

And glory with thy own inheritance. 

Jesps, when thou (halt to thy kingdom come, 

Then, my dear Saviour, then remember me. 

Let this my earned pray'r on record ftand, 675 

Nor be forgotten in that awful day 

When thou (halt from the higheft Heav'ns defcend, 

To take poffeffion of this lower world. 

O raife me from the duft to fee thy face ! 

Before thee may I (land with boldnefs then ; 680 

In glory with my Lord may I appear. 

Thou art my life, for thee, in thee I live. 

make me like thee in this prefent world. 

That day (hall be mod glorious, and that age 
Wherein the bleffed Jesus (hall be King, 685 

Will far exceed in fplendor, grandeur, grace, 
All the defcriptions of my feeble pen. 
But yet, before I leave the charming theme, 

1 would attempt, in one coile&ive view, 

Our Saviour's blefTed kingdom to defcribe. 690 

Why do the heathen rage, and madly join, 
The Lord, and his Anointed to oppofe ? 
Why do they feek to caft their cords away > 
Jehovah, in the He^v'x^s, (hall laugh to fcorn 
Their vain attempts, their feeble rage deride. 695 
Thus will he fpeak in thunder to their ears, 
Jn fpite of all your proud rebellious rage, 

T 3 Behold 
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Sehold the King-, riVy King, whom I fe&Vte fet 
\jpoh my holy mountain* Zidft's hill. 

I tfili detlate Je£6vAH*$ grfeit tifecrtfe. f<d<Q 

fh\& hath he (aid, thoti art rtiy 'dflfy Son* 
This day have I begotten thee^ my Ltovfe* 
My fole delight-, the i'tttige of my feif. 
Aik tne, and I will give thee heathen i&ndv 
And earth* s remoteft Wunds thbu (halt £Oflfefs ; y&ij 
The wbrtd is thine iftkeritaiice by right: 
Thou (halt with eafe all oppdfeti&h tjftlell* 
The kirigdoifts Of the tiriivetfe fubdue . 

Noto therefore* O ye Kings of earth > be wife 5 
Yejii'dgefci heat inftruftion, aftd regard; |io 

Serve <3od with feat, with hdfy aWe ttjbiee : " 
jfcift ye the Son-, Submit to his cftntiftattds* 
Or elfe you die 4^ £eri(h at his VW*d. 
Wis frowil c*ft ktih, his falites ate SeiVft ftfctf. 
How bleft are all that put their tftift i& him ! 7!$ 

JTEtfoVAH, Lord* how excellent thy ftaifte 
In all the earth ! -thy gloty thoii fcift n*fe*d 
Above the higfceft H'eav'ns iA dighit^. 
Out of the teoutfes of futklirtgs* WeSikeft babfcs, 
"iThou haft ordaihM both wifdoni, gfow'r and ift^kt* 
That thou might ftiU thy proudeft ettettties^ fe\ 
And lay in duft the haUghtinefe of tftan. 
Whtii I furvey tke IleaV'as^ with ati th^r Jtoft) 



The moon and Raw, which thou of old ©fdainM $ - t 
How Is tay raptured jfeul with wondet fill-d, -yijl" 
That thou ihmjld'ft' efer* deign to tmm man, ■■' •"-'* 
The helplefs foil ofmaH,- thetshild ef daft ! • ■-;- 
Hovirdoft thoil ftde^iif Meav*n thou would*ft futvtf P 
But inHnteely mote to vifit thofe • : v . > :• i" 
Who dwell in duft and tenements *£ earth ! - ! fy& f 
Yet haft thou human -nature Signify 'd, •'*"/•.. 

Bf letting it fuperiort© the bfutes, :: • - '■ •* "«U 
And gave to man at firft unbounded rule 
0*er all thy handy mtki ©n tlaifth below, > '" 

Att cattle, beafts } fowls* fifhj dnd <ereepiflg things* -■ f 

But h&w ffliich ffidre haft thou tataittd taSfl, if f J* 1 



« 



i 



And" human natufe hlghr^gioMfy^ 
By fending thine own Son to take our form* 
And join ©ur meaner \kms tft-hlitowttl '•*.•- yi"i 
But when-heihaW a feeond time appear* ■ ■ -740^ 
Cloth'd in out flaftfirt>' and with glory erewn'd, .-in -»■( 
The univerial kingdom- (hall be his, ■-.;•' • ; ^ .; > ■■■••/ i 
And all ihatt bow, and- his 1 dominion ©wn. • *<•<■ U:i'.» 
That age to come to hhw alone belongs,- : • '. •? ihi'.'f 
Notinrubjeaiontb'th^ahgeiipw... ■ J- : .:« i :j$jj 
The world with all its peoples, nations* tongues; >->.>{ 
He claims, who bought them whh his preefeut bleed* I 
And they to him their* fli-m allegianeeujwe, • 1 z* f 
They who inhabit tttffh-s-remettft bounds} • »;■: ,qL-;*< 
Shall with flx'd pucpefe to the Lord return i't.-r j/jer 
And all the kindreds e£*\\U nations come, . - -' l 
"• '■ - *' 1 4 Aaifc.. 
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And worthip at thy feet, and thee adore* - , - f 

The kingdom to Jehovah appertains* < . * 4 

Pow'r, glory, and dominion, are kis due: . : . ; ** 
Among the nations he is governor f$$ 

The living and the dead muft all fubmit* 
They who pow ferve him truly, fhall return 
With him to earth, when he (hall come to reign* 
And (ball declare to peoples yet uqborn 
His truth, love, |ig}ueoufhefs, and wopd'rous work*. 

My willing heart indites a matter good : 76 1* 

Touching the glorious King; my toqgqc ihail fpeafc 
As fluently as ready penmen write ; 
Becaufe my fubj$&, copious, grand, fublimc, 
Hath fo my foul with all its pow'rs infpir'd* 76J 

Thou faireft of ten tbou£u)d fair ones, noa*. 
Of all our race may be with thee cgmpar'd, 
Blefled for ever is thy glorious name, 
For God hath infinitely blefled thee. 
Gird now thy fword vidorious on thy thigh, 743* 
With majefty and glory depk fhyfelf, 
O Lord moft mighty, and magnificent ! 
Ride forth to conquer, and thyfelf array 
In righteoufnefs, and *njth t and majefty, 
Yet fulj pf meeknefs, and of love divine, 77 j 

Profperity (ball fqrely thee attend, 
Thy caufe is good, and God is on thy fide. 

Thy ftrpng pg ht tewl> w *l* *"*>*<** fl#U wopd^ndpi 
♦♦ Terribif 
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Terrible thing*, O Lord, thou will perform. ' 

Thine arrows (harp (ball pierce the ftubborn hearts 

Of all thin? enemies, and bring them down 78? 

Afrthy bleft feet to fall, and own Thee King. 

Thy throne, O God, (halt to the ages ftand, 

Juft is thy fceptre, and thy kingdom built 

With righteoufrjefs and truth, (hall long endure. 785 

In righteoufneft thy foul hath fiich delight. 

And wickednefs fo hateful is to thee, 

That God, thy God, with oil of facred joy 

Hath thee anointed, and proclaim'^ Thee Chief 

O'er all thy brethren ; Thou in all things haft 790 

Pre-eminence, for fov'rcjgn pow'r is thine. 

jFor thou haft powV to give eternal life 

To all thy followers who Thee obey ; 

And to fubdue thy ftrong, thy num'rous foes : 

And finally all ruin'd things reftore, 795^ 

Thy name is, like th? coftly ointment, made 

JJy God's command, and all thy garments fmell , 

Ofcaflja, myrrh, and aloes, and perfumes, 

Of fweeteft fpent, whereby they made Thee glad. 

As when bleft Mary broke the box of NarcJ, 800 

And pour'd it on thy bead, the houfe was fili f d 

With that fweet favour, which obtain'd from Thee 

£Iigh coiqipendation, and eternal fame : 

fhoiigh fomewere fiird with rage, Thou didft approves 

And haft declared, that in whatever place 8o£ 

The Gofpel (hall be preach'd, this (hall be tolcj. 

I if) mj feeble i»wfi?r? hay? fulfill^ 

What 
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What ThoU dldft prophecy, ahd : nbW Ifit ■ 
That pteafing circlimftaticg in this my Wdfk i 
And O, thy Lord* accept ftiy lore to th§g ! lid 
Arid this attempt of riiirie, Lofd* pfefetve 
From dull oblividri ■ let- it ftill furVivT 1 
Until thou in thy gldf y (halt appear * 



*> 



Kings daughters (hall appear to gt&ei tlty fralli* * 
The nations of the World (hall dWh theetidtd 3 8f j 
Thy bride, thy chofeii people (halt be feen* 
Adortt'd With rich att!fe 5 atid Cfown^ With gald* - { 
All people lhali thefr idol Gdds fdffake. 
And their vain eiiftoffls afld traditions leave* 
And ferVe and worfhip Thee, theif Lefd*at©flej 8*a 
Then beauteous in thy fight they (hall appeari 
The kingdoms of the earth to Thee fhall b©W* 
Sttange nations (hall itttteat aiid feek thy fae& ■•*■ 

But Oh* how gtefidtiS fhall thy Chtiifeh Iddkferthf 
Like morhing light, and fairer than *ht? ttibOfl i 8a j ' 
Clear ak the flirt, as Tirfcah beautiful} 
Cotnely as ohce appeared Jfcf ufelenii ! 
Ahd as a watlike afrny tertible* 
No lbftgfcf weak* defpia'd* funk dSWfy eppfif&'d. • ■"' 
For though among the pots (he long has lain* &3& : 
Yet as & beauteous, golden winged ddf a* ; - 

She (hall appear in beauty all divthe/ • 
Glorious within, no painted hypocrite ; 
Nor meanly clad, wrought gold h£f dothing forms r 

in 



in fpleiicidr aftd in glory (Ml be b'roiight* #J j 

Unto the King* with needle-\v'6rk drr&yM. 

And all the virgins* her cbmpahfofts* joift 

iiim to adore, who is the Lord of ill. 

With gladnefs and Jrejoicing (lidll they tGtfi^ 

And with prbfoundeft fev'rehte eAtfelr khere J848 

Where Je^uV L^^ &f tSloty* hdlds his ebfrfc , 

&ow num'tous (hall thy happy spring gftfw ! 

Whom thau rtiyft prihtSS r&dke ill all the edrth* 

thy name, Redeetnei:* ftiaU rerftfember'd be 

iThtoughout all generatfdtifc everttlbiik : 845 

And all the pfedples Ihall adbre thy nattier 

And Atom thy pnufe to earths letnoteft bbUheU, 

Through all the ages of thy ftitwe reigtt. 

O glorious King-, how tnoft divinely fair ! 
O happy bride-, the obje& of his lore ! 8 50 

O heavily kingdom^ Full of righteoUlhefs * 
Happy the World when thus by Jesus rulM ! 
Ahd happy nations who Ihall feel his fays ! f 

'Ifhrke happy they Who with their Doftl thatt Ihatfc ! 
My foul exults even at this diftant view j -fry 

Q then what j r oy niuft the feeholdet-s ifeel ! ; 
What glorious woids are Fpoken ty the Loft!/ •• 
ftefpe&ing that triumphant ftate 'of things 1 
Whteh by his h*ave I Further will Mate* 

O chp your hands, ye people*;, fhwtlt for joy* 86& 
Ai*d with the votee 'of triumph fihg to G'od ! 
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Jehovah, God mod high, is terrible, 

And over all the wide creation reigns. 

The Son of God once to our earth came down. 

In perfon, our falvation to procure ; 865 

And when the glorious work he had pferform'd, 

Back to the Heav'ns he went, with fhouts of joy. 

God with a fiiout afcended to his throne, 

Jehovah, with the heav'nly trumpets found. 

Sing praifes unto God, fing praifes loud, 879 

Sing praifes to our King, fing praifes high ; 

For God moft High is King of all the earth, 

With underftanding his high praifes fing.' 

The Lord, our Saviour, fhall from Heav*n return, 
And over all the heathen nations reign, 875 

Shall fit upon the throne of holinefs. 
The princes of the peoples fhall agree 
Then to affemble, and their homage pay ; 
And own the God of Abrah'm for their God. 
For not one only fhall his people be, 8$o 

But all the nations fhall to Go4 belong ; 
And Jesus, King of nations, as of Saints, , . 
Shall greatly be exalted, head of all : 
The Monarch of the Globe, kor4 of the World, 

In thkt bleft age the happy race may fay/ 8$£ 
Great is Jehovah, greatly to be prais'd, 
Jioth in the glorious city of his choice, 
/Vnd in the mountain of his holinefs. 

How 
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How beautiful for Situation ftands 
The facred mountain, at a diftance north 890 

From where the glorious houfe of old was plac'd ! 
This holy mountain, where the Lord refides, 
Is novy the joy and wonder of the earth ; 
No warlike pow'rs will dare attack the place 
Where the immortal King of glory reigns. 895 

Should fuch a daring mad attempt be nude, 
The very diftant fight would terrify, 
And melt the courage of the mightieft kings* 
And fill their fouls with vafl aftoniftiment, 
Their hearts with trouble, fear, and mighty pain* 900 
To this abode with joy we will repair, 
Our Saviour's will to learn, and him adore* 
With pleafure we the facred dome furvey. 
Nor can we now forget the favour'd place, 
The city which the Lord Jehovah nam'd. .905 
Of which fo many wdnders we have heard ? 
Nor have we heard alone, our eyes have feen. 
God will eftablifh it forevermore. 
*Tis now the Capital of all the world. 
Thy name, O God, is through all nations known, 
Thy praife is heard to earth's remoteft bounds; 91 1 
Thine own right hand is full of righteoufnefs* 
Let Zion's ancient hill in God rejoice ; 
Let Judah's daughters in their King be glad, 
Becaufe the judgments of the Lord are juft. 91 J 
Come, let us now this city well furvey, 
Walk round this moil: delightful, wond'rous place* 

Tell 
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Tell ye its tow'rs, and i^ark its. bulwarks ^ell^ 

Confider all her princely palaces ; 

Hqw great their number* and how beautiful ! 920 

No city on the globe can vie with this, 

In order, beauty, fize, magnificence, 

And holinefs of its inhabitants. 

We in our diftant lands will tell its far^e : 

Nor to the prefent age will we confine 925 

Our true report, but ages yet unborn 

Shall hear the declarations of our lips. 

For 'tis not now with met* as formerly, 

WhQ for a moment flourifh'd, then cut down, 

Their names were loft in duft, their words forgot 

This God will be our Qod, from age tq age; 931 

Long ihall we Jive his glpries to behqild. 

j\nd if we. fallow him as pur fure guide, 

He fafely will cpndudt us over death : 

We from this earthly happinefs (hall go, 935 

TfQ an immortal life of higher joys, 

And be tranflated as Elijah was, 

And Enoch lonjg before, and never die. 

Thus may the happy millenarians talk, 
Nor t#lk ip vain, for God has promis'd much, 94a 
And all that he has fpoken (hall be dgne. 
With what delight their hours (hall pafs away 
|n fuch blcft cppverfatipns in thofe days ! 
No empty trifles then (hall kill the time, 
NPF i!§§> S9F fibers, occupy their tpngue§. 945 
' " ' ^ " ' ^ Thp 



The praifes and the wond'rou? wotks of God, 
§haU infinitely better them emplpy,, 

6 *tk ten thpnfand pities that our race 
Shpuld ever h$v§ their faculties abusM, 
And fp perverted fyth a noble gift 950 

As fpeeeh, almpft pegutiaf tp mankind, . 
Tp ferve the wpfft pf pnrppfes, inftgad 
Of glprifying hfe whp g^vp ys tpflg^s 

Tp praife his na$m 9 asd mm tp edify ! , • 

Befprg I &f&er pafs intp thefrfcenes 9^5 

Of favifhlnjg delight, which (hall lake place f 
Under oqr deaf Redeemer's happy reign, 
H§F§ Igl »s pray fpr their aeepjpplifhjfient, 

0pd, to ^s he merciful, we pray, 
And eaufe thy Ipving fece on vis to fhjne - 9 4$o 

And tef ihy way wppn the earth, be known* 

§§ thy fajyatipn tp the wprld f pygal'ds 

Jef the peoples prajfe the living Qpd, 

Let all the peoples pr^fe thy holy name* . , : 

O let the nations all ia Thee be g}ad, 96$ 

And fing fpr joy, for thoq with rightepyfngft 

Shall judge and goyern earth and all its !*&§§• 

O let tjie peoples praife thy name, O Lord, 
Let all the nations fhout, and fing for joy. 
fhen (ha!) the bjeflfed earth her infreafe yield, 979 

AM 
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And our own God (hall blcfs us with his love. 

O Lord Jehovah, all thy people bleft, 

And let all nations fear and ferve their God. 

Arife, O God, and judge the earthy for Thou 

All nations (hall inherit as thy right. 97$ 

Haften, O Lord, the long expedcd day, 

When Jesus (hall aflunte his kingly pow'r, 

And reign on earth, as Scripture hath foretold. 

He (hall thy people judge with rigffteoufnefs, 

With truth artd juftice (hall thy poor defend. jrffcf 

The mountains peace (hall to the peoples bring, 

The Hale hills with righteoufnefs (hall (hifte. 

The poor efpecially (hall be his cafe, 

The children of the needy he (hall fave 5 

but all oppreflbrs will in pieces break. 98$ 

The nations of the world (hall fear thy name, 

While fun and moon, and days and nights endure; 

Throughout all generations of mankind. 

He (hall defcend to earth like friendly rain, 

Not to deftroy, but blefs, prefervef, rcftore. 990 

Like fructifying <how f rs, fo (hall he come : 

The Great Reftorer of the human race. 

How (hall the righteous flourHh in his days ! 

Peace (hall abound, and overfpreftd the earth, 

And long endure; and wars no more be known. 995 

Alt nature (hall be chang'd, and happinefs 

Shall be as cdritmon then as misty now. 

From fea to fea (hall his domairi extend, 

And from the rifing^o the fetting fun, 

Throughout 
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Throughout all realms, to earth's remoteft bounds.* 
The dwellers in the wildernefs fhall bow iooi 

Before his feet, his foes fhall lick the duft. 
The kings of Tarfhifh, and the diftant Hies, 
Their choiceft gifts (hall bring with one accord j 
The kings of Sheba and of Seba join, 1005 

To yield their richeft treafures to his will. 
Nor thefe alone, but all the kings on eartti ' 
Shall fall before him, and his name adore ; 
And if the kings (hall yield, no doubt remains 
But all the nations (hall his fervants be. 10 10 

The common people, when the Saviour preach'd, 
With gladnefs heard him, while the great defpis'd j 
And certainly when he (hall come to reign, 
And all the heads and leaders (hall fubmit, 
The common people will obedient be. 1015 

His government (hall be what kingdoms (hould, 
Friendly, fafe, peaceful, happy for the p&or, 
Juft, righteous, meek, beneficent, and kind, 
Where poor and needy gain their rights at once, 
Without expence, vexation, or delay; 1020 

Where no refppdt of perfons can be found, 
Nor bribes accepted, nor injuftice done. 
But judgment, mercy, truth, and equity, 
All reign together ; fuch all governments 
Should be, and fuch will be our bleffed Lord's. 1025 
The needy and the poor (hall be his care. 
And fuch as have no helpers, wealth, or friends, 
When they (hall cry, he will deliver them. 
- .■<■!. U The 



29O THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRIST. [pOokI& 

The friendlefs, poor, and needy, he fhall fpare, 
The fouls of all the needy he will fave. 1030 

From fraud, deceit, and vi'lence, them redeerp, 
And precious in his fight fhall be their blood* 

O what a kingdom fhall our Saviour*s tje ! 
Long fhall he reign, (hall live forevermore. 
To him the gold of Sheba fhall be giv'n ; ;qj/ 

For him fhall conftant, earneft pray'r be q^de, 
And daily fhall his worthy n^me he pr^is'd. 
His name to endlefs ages fhall endure, 
Long as the fun it fhall continued b£. 
In him fhall ail the tribes of men be hleft, ^040. 

And all fhall cajl him blessed in return 

O blefled be Jehovah, God moft High* 
The God of Ifniel, who alone performs 
' Thofe wond'rous things, which fill the work} wjthaw^ 
And blefled be our Saviour's glorious nap^e > IQ45. 
Let the whole earth be with his glory fjU'd ;, 
O let his kingdom fpecdily approach, 
Spread far and wide, and over all extend, 
And long continue, to the end of time- 
Let all the friends of Jesus fay, Amen* J05* 
This pray'r is of the greateft confequence* 
Let it be feal'd with higheft fervency, 
And be with loud amen, ameo, coafirm'd. 
What fongs of joy, and fhouts of loudeft pr&ifet 
Shall in that day be to Jeho.vah fung I $055 
Of which the following are a fpecin^pn, 

JftHOYAI 
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Jehovah reigneth, .cloth'd with majefty, 
Girded with ftrength, with truth and glory clad. 
His kingdom is eftablilh'd in the world, 
So that it never can be overthrown. 1060 

Of old thy throne was fettled long ago, 
Becaufe thou, Lord, from everlafting art. 
But what an oppofition has been made, 
JJy fwelliag floods, loud billows, roaring waves, 
Againft thy government upon the earth. 106.5 

All pow'rs and peoples role againft thy right, 
But Thou art mightier far than all thy foes. 
The proudeft waves, with their tumultuous noife, 
Can neter fhake thy kingdom or thy throne. 
Thy teftimonies fure, fhall firm abide, 1070 

And holinefs becomes thy dwelling place, 
And all who would approach to worihip Thee. 

O come, and let us to Jehovah fing, , 
And make a joyful noife to God, our ftrength. 
Let us with thanks into his prefence hafte, 1075 
And make a joyful noife to him with pfalms. 
Jehovah is our God, our King moft High. 
He made the fea, dry land, hills, mountains, vales : 
And claims a right to rule the world he made. 
Come, let us worihip, and with reverence bow, 
And kneel before the Lord, pur Maker's face. 108 1 
H* is our God, and doth our. worihip claim : 
He is our Father, Shepherd, Saviour,. Friend 5 
Wc are his people, Iheep, his conftant charge. 

Uz Olct 
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O let us hear his voice, and him obey ! 1085 

Nor kt our hearts be hardened from his fear, 
Left we fhoqld be depriv ? d of this his reft. 

O fing unto Jehovah God a fong, 
New and melodious ; all the earth (hall fing. 
Sing to Jehovah, blefs his holy name, 1090 

From day to day his great falvation (hew* * 

Declare his glory in the heathen lands ; 
His wond'rous works to all mankind proclaim* 
Great is Jehovah, greatly to be prais'd, 
Above all gods Jehovah fhould be fear'd. 109$ 
The heathen's idol gods, how worthlefs they ! 
But God, Jehova!h made the earth and Heav'ns* 
Honour, ftrength, majefty before him dwell, 
His fandfcuary doth with beauty fhine. 
Give to the Lord, O nations, kindreds, tongues, 
Give to Jehovah glory, might, renown ; 1101 

.Give him that glory which is juftly due 
To his great name, moft worthy of regard. 
O bring an qfPrihg, come into his courts, 
Him in his glorious fan&uary praife; 1105 

Uet all the earth before him ftand in awe. 
Proclaim among the heathen, Jesus reigns; 
His throne is now eftablifh'd on the earth* 
His kingdom now erefted (hall remain, 
And (hall not be remov'd while time endures. iii# 
Moft righteoufly lie (hall thfc people judge. 

Ok 
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O let the Heav'ns rejoice, the earth be glad ; 
And let the noify fea with gladnefs roar, 
And all the num'rous things therein rejoice. 
Let all the fields be joyful, and the trees 1 1 1 5 

Join in the joy and harmony of fong ; 
Before Jehovah, judge of all the earth, 
Who comes in righteoufnefs to judge the world; 
And all mankind with truth and equity* 

Jehovah reigneth, let the earth rejoice, 1 1 20 
Let the whole multitudes of ifles be glad; * 

Though clouds and darknefs do his wkys furround, 
His throne eftablifh'd is in righteoufnefs. 
When he defcended from the Heav'ns above, 
To take pofieffion of his glorious throne, 1 125 

A fire before him went, his foes confum'd, 
His lightnings flew, enlightning all the world ; 
The earth beheld, and trembled at the fight ; 
The mountains clave afunder, and the hills 
Diflblv'd like wax before the melting fire; 1 130 
And fpoke the prefence of the mighty Lord, 
The Lord of all the earth, in perfon come, 
To fave the ruin'd world from fin and death. 
The Heav'ns above his righteoufnefs decl^r'd, 
And all the people have his glory feen ; 1 135 

But worfhippers of idols were amaz'd : 
Confounded forely were thofe ftupid fools, 
That adoration paid to (locks and ftones. 
Now all the nations idols, have renounc'd, 

U 3 And 



994 THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRIST. {Book IX. 

And all their worlhip have to him transferred. 1 140 
Angels in Heav'n, and princes here below, 
Agree the Lord's Anointed to adore. 

Zion, in great diftrefs, was glad to fee 
The judgments of the Lord on idols fall ; 
And Judah's daughters did in him rejoice, 1 145 
Who came to judge their foes, and them redeem. 
Thou, Lord, art high, and ruleft all the earth, 
And art exalted far above all gods. 

Now one Jehovah reigns, his namje is One, 
In oppofition to ^11 images. 1150* 

All ye that love the Lord all evil hate, 
For He is come on purpofe to deftroy 
Sin, darknefs, all iniquity, and crimes 
Of ev'ry fort, thefe muft be borne no more. 
He will preferve the fouls of all his faints, 1 155 

And from the wicked's hands deliver them. 
Eternal light is for the righteous fown, 
And gladnefs for the men upright in heart. 
Rejoice in God, ye righteous, and give thanks 
At the remembrance of his holinefs. 1 169 

O fing unto the Lord 3, new made fong, 
For things moft marvellous he hath perform'd \ 
His own right hand, his holy mighty arm, 
Hath fully gotten him the vi&ory. 
The Lord hath made his great falvation known, 

His 
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His righteoufnefs hath openly reveal'd, i 166 

In fight of all the heathen nations round < 

Re hath rdmember'd mercy, truth, and loVe, 

Towards th<* tribes of Ifrael his friend ; 

Nor them alone, for earth's moft diftaiit lartds r 1 jb 

Have feen the great falvation of our God. 

O make a joyful noife unto the Ldttttj* 
Let all the earth, now happy, bleft his riante. 
Make a loud noife, rejoice, and fing his ^raife. 
Sing loud urito JbhovaH with the hatjij iVy-j 

And join th4 noife of harps with pleafatit pfalhis: 
Let voices mix with chbiceft ihfttumehts ; 
Leffolemn trumpets biow, and cornets riiafke 
A joyful noife befQre the Lord* thtf Kifig; 
Let the great oceftn with its fulriefs roar 1 1 8cf 

With joy and glatelriefs, and the ufiivefrfe, 
The world, and all that dwell therein, rejoice. • - 
Let all the floods of waters clap thtfir hahdi, 
The hills and mountains all together j&rfy 
In grandeft chorus of eternal, joy, 1 i{f£ 

Before the great Jehovah, Jefus, Lord. 
Behold he Gomes, he conies to judge the earth, 
With righteouftiefs he comes to judge the world, 
And all our race with equity and truth. 
Jehovah reigneth, let the people feir j 1 iod 

Upon the holy mountain now he fits, 
Surrounded with the hoft of all -'h& faifttk 
■ ■ % U 4 Olet 
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O let the earth be mov'd with rev'rend awe ! . 

How great Jehovah is in Zion's hill ! 

How much exalted is the Lord our King ! 1195 

How glorious his high throne of holinefs ! 

And let all people praife thy holy name ! * 

Thy glorious name is terrible an4 great. 

The righteous judgment of the Lord, our King, 
Is by his ftrength and pow'r fupported well. 1200 
O Lord, Thou doft eftablifti equity, 
And righteoufnefs and judgment doft perform. 
Exalt Jehovah, God, and worfhip him. 
For he is* holy ; bow before his feet. 
Nothing but holinefs and purity 1205 

Can be acceptable to God, our King. 
Exalt the Lord, and magnify his name, 
And pay your homage at his holy hill ; 
Jehovah is the God of holinefs. 
Make to the Lord a joyful noife ye lands, 12 10 
Jehovah ferve with gladnefs, and approach 
His facred prefence with mod joyful fongs. 
Know that Jehovah he alone is God, 
He is our Father, Maker, Shepherd, Lord, 
We are his people, workmanlhip, and flieep. 121^ 
Enter into his gates with thankfulnefs, 
Into his" holy courts with fongs of praife. 
Be thankful unto him, and blefs his name. 
For O how good is our Jehovah God ! 

His 
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His mercy doth from age to age endure ! i22Q 

His truth and goodnefs ftiall for ever laft. 

Such are the fongs of the millenial age ; ' 
And O how lovely muft thofe fcenes appear 
Which juftify fuch lofty ftile as this ? 
Nor can the boldeft Words, or higheft thoughts, 
Exprefs the vaft exuberance of praife, 1226 

Which feems too big for birth, and rifes high 
To rapt'rous notes of joy, extatic joy, 
And by redoubled efforts feeks to gain 
Its end,, unbounded gladnefs to exprefs. 1230 

This glorious period Jesus had in mind, 
When he the glories of his reign foretold 
To his difciples, while he dwelt below ; 
And after he was rifen from the dead, 
He fpake to them of things that appertain'd 1235 
Unto the kingdom of the bleffed God. 
But when he did in ftate to Heav'n afcend, 
God, the eternal Father, fpake, and faid, 

My Son, belov'd, fit down at my right hand, 
Until I {hall thy foes thy footftool make. 1240 

Jehovah fhall from Zion fend thy rod, 
Thy rod of ftrength, wherewith thou fhalt fubdue 
Thine enemies, and rule them by thy fway. 
How lib'ral (hall thy chofen people be, 
When thou (halt govern in thy day of pow'r ! 1245 

Thy 
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Thy converts, like the drops of morning dew* 

Shall fhine in beauties of thine holinefs : 

How num'rous (hall thy happy fubje&s be ! 

Jehovah fware, and never will repent ; 

Thou art a prieft to him for evermore, 125a 

After the order of Melchifedec, 

Without a predeeeflbr in thy line, 

Or a fucccfibr in thy office work, 

Jesus, our Lord r now fits at God's right hand, 
Heav'n has receiv'd him, and mull him retain, 125$ 
Until the Restitution times begin - r 
Of which moft glorious age the Lord hath fpoke, 
By all his- Prophets fince the world began. 
Then (hall jhc Father fend his Son again 
To vifit earth, and dwell r and reign below. i2<fo 
Then (hall his enemies be cloth'd with (hame* 
White on his head the crown (hail ftourifli long. 
Then (hall a King in truth and juftice reign. 
And princes rule in ftrideft righteoufnefs. 
The God of Heav'a fhall fet & kingdom up f 1*6$ 
And give it to his Son, and to his Saints : ; 
This kingdom (hall endure a thoufand yeaf*^ 
Without the leaft difturbance, or attempt 
From any of its foes to break its peace. 
For no oppofing pow'rs (hall be on earth, 127a 

And Satan all this age (hall be confin'd 
In clofe imprifonment, in the abyfs^ 
During* this happyi period men (hall know 

Thofe 
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Thofe glories which the Scriptures have defcrib'd, 
And which my feeble pen hath briefly touch'd. 1275 
But fo abundant are the prophecies 
On this important fubjeft:, that the time 
Would fail, fhould I attempt to quote them. ail- 
But from this litde fpecimen, we fee 
That nothing can be more abundantly 128* 

Confirm'd, than this fo intereiling fcene* 

Our Lord will come, and with him all hk feints. 
Whom he will raife, and they with him fhall reign. 
His kingdom (hall be righteoufhefs and peace, 
And all (hall be obedient to his fway. 128$ 

All men (hall know the Lord, both fmall and great* 
And all (hall ferve him with one free confent. 
No jarring dilbords fhall on earth prevail; 
No difference of faith and worth ip then. 
Believers fliall be all in harmony, 1290 

And all the world (hall the Meffiah know. 
The earth (hall with inhabitants be fill'd, 
And highly cultivated and improv'd, 
And ev'ry ufeful art and fcience brought 
To full pirfeftion. Happinefs and peace, 1&9& 
Health, plenty, joy, delight, and chearfulnefs, 
Shall overfpread the globe, and banifh care, 
Sicknefs, vexation, ftrife, and difcontent y 
Then pleafure fhall be gay and innocent : 
All thefe (hall tend to lengthen out life's thread ; 
Which fhall. by God's appointment be reftar'd 1 304 

To 
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To the longevity of ancient times. 

And farther, men be privileg'd to pafs 

Unto the life immortal, by a way 

Not now to them indulged ; by change, not death. 

All the advantages of former years, 1306 

Shall meet together in that happy age. 

Then all the good men who have ever liv'd, 

Shall be on earth at once, with Chrift, their head. 

And far more numerous fhall be the births 13 10 

Within that period, than (hall be before, 

If all were counted from the birth of time. 

Then all the ufeful knowledge ever known 

Shall be combin'd, but all the evil loft, 

Sunk Jn oblivion, overwhelmed with good. 13 15 

Thus fhall that age roll ch ear fully away, 
While Jesus reigns on earth, and all mankind 
Yield willing fervice to his holy laws, 
And live in happinefscompleat and full. 

O glorious day, when fhall it once arrive ? 1320 
Fain would our longing eyes behold the fight, 
A world of rationals ; a government 
Juft, univerfal, free from all defe&s 5 
A Monarch wife, good, pow'rful, righteous, kind, 
Without a fault, and who fhall never change, 1325 
^Nor die, nor by his foes be overcome : 
And happy fubjedts, num'rous as the drops 
Of pearly dew, from morning's fruitful womb $ 

AH 
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AH faithful to their Sov'reign, free from vice : 
An age that will difhonour God no more, 1330 

And that will prove his promifes all true, 
His laws all juft, and all his dealings right, 
Will juftify his works, his words, his ways, 
And fhew both what God is, and man Ihould be. 



END OF THE NINTH BOOK. 



BOOK 



£0* THJE PROCESS AMD EMPIRE OF CHRIST. [Book IX 



BOOK X. 

THE END OF THE MILLENIUM, 

The Loqfing of Satan, his Deception of the Nations, 
their hofiile Attempt, and dreadful Overthrow, the 
Jecond or general Refurreftion, the Day of Judgment, 
the Sentence pajjed on the Wicked* the Conflagration, 
and the Puni/hment rf Tranfgrejfors Iti the Lake of 
Fire. 

AS I muft now attend to gloomy themes, 
The darkeft fcenes that ever have been known, 
Since God created man upon the earth, 
Or ever (hall take place till that great day ; 
I choofe a feafon when my mind is tun'd jj 

To grief, and mourning, and lamenting woe. 

Help me, O facred Spirit, who didft call 
The Prophet Jeremiah, when a child, 
And taught his melting heart thofe plaintive airs, 
His pen to write thofe mourning odes of woe, 10 
For which his genius was fo well defign'd, 
And which the times wherein he liv'd requir'd. 
He was a fon of forrow, fo am I ! 
He mourn'd a nation ruin'd, I, a world; 
He faw, and he lamented Judah's fate, 15 

Deceiv'd 
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Deceived, betray'd to*uin with their ting, 

I mourn ten hundred thoufand millions burn'd 

With fire from Heav'n, bccnofc they did rebel, 

In confequence of being once deceiv'd 

By that deceiver, cunning, pow'rful, fly, %m 

Who firft or laft the moft hath overthrown, 

But, finally, fhall be himfelf fubdu'd. ' ' 

Thefe awful fcencs I now attempt to fing, ' 

And muft that glorious period have an end ? 
Yes ; the, Millenium itfelf muft dofe ! *£ 

The darkeft night fucceeds the brighteft day J * 

Rut this m$ft glorious, thought fupports our minds, 
While we attempt, if poflible, to paint, 
The awfi\l, mournful, fad diftrefiing fcene, v 
That brighfeft day fhall finally fucceed ?. £+. 

This melancholy night; daikarfkno more 
Shall light- eclipfe, but day (hall ever fhine, 
And brighter grow, while God himfelf cxifts... : . 
But hence, at prcfent, all ye pleating thoughts, 
The mournful mufe alone becomes my theme 1 . j# 
I mourn the- fad dHkfter, greater far 
T&an when the tempter did of old beguile 
Our common rawiher Eve ;.. her virtue gpnev 
A horrid monfter fhe by him conociv'd, 
And brought forth fin, which filL'd our: world wttfc 
woe, 4 « 

Ifoin, ficknefs, forrosr, want, ddpaii, and death, 
Which tyrants reign'd on earth fix thoufand years. 

The 
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The dreadful flood, which fwept a world away 
Of eighteen thoufand minions at t ftroke, 
Becaufe their bold rej^e&ons had no bounds, 45 
They aim'd to caft die yoke of God away, 
Difclaim'd allegiance to their fov'reign Lord, 
Who for .a time endur'd, and gave reprieve 5 
But qiey fo difobedient ftiU remain'd, 
That God at laft the dreadful word pronouric'd > 56 
Mali whom I made, from earth I will deftrqy : 
And foon he executed his defign, 
And all the race of man, by wat«r drown'd, 
Save Noah and his family alone : 
But that amazing judgment can't compare 55 

^With this which now my pen would fain unfold. 
But O, the tale fo fad, fo dreadful, ftrange, 
So far beyond what language can exprefs ! 
It overpowers my faculties of mind ; . 
And fain I would avoid the doleful theme : 6a 

But having undertaken, muft go through, 
If my Creator, who hath long fuftain'd 
My tabernacle frail, will give me leave 
This work to finifli, ere he calls me hence. 
Unlefs the fore affii&iohs I endure , $£ 

Oblige me to relinquifh all my works, 
For which, indeed, I often find myfelf 
Unfit, and fometimes ready to defpair ; 
And wonder truly how I durft attempt 
So vaft a theme, fo difficult a talk. 70 

B*t 
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But let me wade my reader's time no more. 
Now let me rufti at once into the gloom, 
That for a little feafon muft eclipfe 
The glorious day of our Redeemer's reign. 

When once the thoufand years are at a clofe, 75 
The Devil from his prifon muft be loos'd, 
And be permitted once again to rove 
The earth around, and once more try his art 
Of fell deception, and (hall have fuccefs. 
A thoufand painful years of bitter woe So 

Have not fubdu'd his proud rebellious heart, 
Nor in the lead bis nature fierce nave chang'd. 
But let no mortal man prefume to fay, 
That fuch a change to him can never come. 
For though no creature can his pow'r controul, 85 
Far lefs prefume his courage td fubdue, 
Yet he that made him can the ferpent flay, 
Can make his ftvord approach, and pierce his heart, 
Though hard as northern fteel, like milftone firm. 
And though his fcales of pride, fo clofe (hut up, 90 
Forbid all entrance* but Jehovah's fword, 
Ytt he c£n pierce, and put his heart to pain : 
The ferpent's head can bruife, his pow'r deftroy, 
And bring him willingly at laft to bow 
At his Creators feet, and him adore. 95 

And whenfoever this great work is wrought, 
'Twill be by far the mod triumphant fcene 
That ever did, or will take place till then. 
* X And 
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And this makes me conclude it (hall be done $ 
For nothing is impoffible with God. 100 

But long before this mighty change takes place, 
He muft be doom'd to dwell in penal fire, 
A long and dreadful night of pain, and feel 
Thofe tortures which muft pierce him through and 
through. 

But here I now muft trace his crafty guile, 105 
By which he (hall deceive the race of men, 
And gather them, in batile to contend 
With him who doth poflefs Almighty pow'n 
Who could fuppofe that fuch would ever join 
The foe of God and man, who once have known, 
And felt the happinefs which all (hall feel 1 1 1 

Under the bleft Messiah's glorious reign ? 
But never let our reafon, proud and weak, 
Prompt us to difbelieve what God hath fpoke. 
For did not angels fall from pureft blifs ? 115. 

Had they not known their Maker's pow'r and love ? 
Had they not ev'ry thing that heart could wifti ? 
But ftill they fell through pride, and rofe in arms 
Againft that pow'r which could not be deftroy'd. 
That this was madnefs, all who think at all 120 

Will readily admit, and might conclude 
That long ago thefe beings were convinc'd 
That nothing can prevail againft the Lord. 
But why continue then an ufelefs war ? 
Such is their rage and malice, and revenge, 125 

WtiTc* 
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Which makes them feek the ruin of mankind ; 

Nor feem to care how much their woes increafe, 

If they can numbers with themfelves involve; 

And they have gain'd fuch numbers heretofore, 

As will encourage them to try again* 130 

But O, the cunning arts which they fliall ufe 

Such numbers to feduce to join in war 

Againft the Lord ! alas ! what tongue can tell ? 

And that old ferpent, who at firft prevail'd , 

Againft our mother Eve in Paradife, 135 

And by the fly perfuafion of his tongue 

Perfuaded he* to break the law of God* 

And eat the fruit of the forbidden tree j 

Thus venturing death her appetite to pleafe f 

He (hall attempt, aiid mightily prevail* ^40 

The nations to deceive, delude, deftroy* 

His old deceiving arts he can't forget, 

Till he has fuffer'd juftly for his crimes-. 

His rage and malice, more and more increas'd* 

Will prompt him to exert his utmoft fkill, 145 

To defolate the globe, and ruin man. 

Now round the earth he rdams> with full intent 
To forge and utter all his hellifli lies/ 
Thereby to draw mankind into the fnare, . « 

And bring them to rebel againft the Lord* 150 

And too fuccefsful (hall the tempter be ! 
The nations in the quarters of the earth 
Shall be deceiv'd, and follow him, their foe, 

* Xz In 
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In numbers like the fands upon the (hore. 

The holy city and the heav'nly camp * x 55 

They (hall furround, and think to overcome ; 

And, fraught with pride, as once the angels fell, 

So (hall they fall, and perifli in defpair. 

How vain (hall be this daring bold attempt 

Againft the city, and the camp of faints ! 160 

The conteft (hall decided be at once, 

Fire (hall defcend from Heav'n, and them, confume! 

The poffibility of which is plain 

•From that deftru&ion which on Sodom fell ; 

Brimftone and fire from Heav'n deftrby'd them all. 

So (hall this hoft of rebels be devoured . 166 

By fire from Heav'n ; and Satan who deceiv'd, 

And gather'd them to fight againft the Lord, 

He (hall himlelf be feiz'd, and juftly caft 

Into the lake of fire, the houfe of pain. 170 

Where with the beaft and pfeudo prophet join'd 

In punilhment, as they were join'd in fin, 

Ages of ages they (hall fuffer there. 

There they were caft a thoufand years before. 

While he was only in the pit confin'd, 175 

And afterwards releas'd a little time. 

But now the meafure of his fins are full, 

And he is doom'd to bear extreameft woe, 

Without the poffibility of eafe from pain 

One fingle moment, or the fmalleft gleam, ifo 

Or hope of ever gaining vi&'ry more ; 

Or feeing end of his calamity, 

Sate 
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Save by entire fubmiffion to the Lord ** 

And this for many days he will difdain, 

As hitherto he has forever done, 185 

Choofing to fuffer lafting mifery, 

Rather than to the Son of God fubinit. 

His language is, " What though the field be loft ? 

<c All is not loft; th' unconquerable will, 

* 6 And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate, 196 

46 And courage never to fubmit or yield, ' 

" And what is elfe not to be overcome ? 

€€ That glory never (hall his wrath or might 

€€ Extort from m6, to bow and fue for grace , 

c€ With fuppliant knee, and deify his powY. 195 

cc To reign is worth ambition though in hell ; 

€C Better to reign in hell than ferve in Heav'n. 

€C Which way I fly is hell ; myfeif am hell ; 

€€ And in the loweft deep a lower deep, 

€€ StUl threading to devour me, opens wide, 20* 

" To which the. hell I fuffer feeras an Heav'n. 

€€ O then at laft relent - 9 is there no place 

" Left for repentance, none for pavdon left; ? 

" None left but by fubmiffion ; and that word 

€€ Difdain forbids me, and my duead of (hame 205 

€€ Among the fpir*ts beneath, whom I feduc'd 

€€ With other promif^s and other vaunts 

" Than to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue 

" Th* Omnipotent. Ah me, they little kaow 

" How dearly I abide that boaft fo vain, 21a 

€€ Under what torments inwardly I groan, 

X 3 « WWt 
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u While they- adore me on the throne of hell. 

" With diadem and fcepter high advanc'd 

" The lower ftill I fall, only fupreme * 

" In mifery, fuch joy ambition finds. 215 

" But fay I could repent, and could obtain 

cc . By aft's "of grace my former ftate ; how foon 

<c Would height recal high thoughts, how foon unfay 

6* What fejgn'd fqbmiffion fwore ? Eafe would recant 

<c Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 220 

< c For never can true reconcilement grow 

< c Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc'd fo deep: 

" Which would but lead me to a^worfe relapfe, 

ft And. heavier fall : fo fhould I purchafe dear 224 

" Short intermiffion bought with double fmart. 

" So farewel hope, and with hope farewel fear ; 

" Farevyel rcmorfe j all good to me is loft : 

" Evil be xh,evi my good : by thee at leaft 

J* -Divided empire with HeavVs King 1 hold ; 

u And ove? more than half, perhaps (hall reign *.'* 

This is the native language of his heart, 231 

Firm are his refolutions to remain 
A bold determined rebel to the laft. 
But God who made him is as much refolv'd 
That he (hall bow the knee, and fealty fwear- 235 
To the great Sov'reign of the viniverfe. 
Let us now hear Jehovah's words and oaths. 



* Milton's Paradife Loft. 
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I by myfelf have fworri, this mighty oath 

Shall never be retra&ed, ev'ry knee 

Shall bow in true fubmifiion, ev'ry tongue 240 

Shall fwear allegiance to my fov'reign will. 

And all fhall come to me, and (hall refign 
, Themfelves wiih all their pow'rs to my controul.. 

And all that ever hated me (hall be 
x Themfelves alham'd of all which they have done. 24*5 

This is the counfel of Jehovah's will, 
Which to his chofen ones he hath reveal'd. 
His own good pleafore, which he purpbs'd, is, 
That in the difpenfation of the tin:e$ 
He will all things in Heav'n and earth re-head; 25c* 
Re-head them all in Chrift, their rightful chief, 
Who is the Father's glorious image bright, 
By whom all things in Heav'n and earth were made ; 
Thrones, principalities, dominions, pow'rs, 
Things vifible, and fuch as are not feen, 255 

Were all created by his pow'rful hand, 
And all intended for his fov'reign ufe. 
He is before all things, and all exift 
By his creating and upholding pow'r. 
He is the head, the church his body is, 260 

In all things he (hall have pre-eminence. 
For in himfelf all fulnefs richly dwells ; 
According to the Father's facred will. 
He having through his blood, fhed on the erofs, 
JVIade univerfal pcdce for ev'ry one ; 264 

X4 By 
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• By him (hall ^11 things reconciled be, 
All reconcil'd to God, and to himfelf : 
All things in earth, and things in Heav'n the (agie, 
All things terreftrial, and celeftial too, 
Shall be included in the gen'ral peace. 27Q> 

This muft include all angels and all men. 
This is the will of God, and it (hall (land. 
Vajn are the vaunts of Satan, which oppofe 
This fix'd determination of the Lord. 
The prince of darknefs (hall at laft fall down, 375 
Before t he face of him whom we adore. 
And howfoever mortifying now 
The thoughts of his fubmiffion* time will qotnc 
When all his refolutions will be chang'd. 
Nor will he only feign, but heartily 28* 

Submit to Jesus, own him Lord and King, 
But long and gfeat fcverities he'll bear 
Before his proud and haughty temper yields^ 
But which at lafl (hall fully humbled be : 
For God has. will' d it, and it cannot fail, a8tf 

Satan has never felt the lake of fire, 
Nor knows as yet the pain he (hall endure $ 
That pain (hall bring hi§ fljength and courage down t 
And (hall deftroy forevermore his hop$$ 
Of gaining vid'ry or advantages £99 

Over the bleffed Savioijr, and his cauft. 
Here then we'll leave him in the fi'ry lake, 
Under the mighty pow'rful hand of God* 

Who 
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Who knows full well with rebels how to deal : 
And turn a while to mourn the num'rous holts 295 
Of men, who in this laft rebellion join'd. 

Wail, O my heart, to think that thofe who dwel$ 
Under our Saviour's peaceful government, 
Should ever be induc'd to rife in war 
Againft-the glorious Lord, their rightful King. 300 
What could poflefs them to defire a change 
While they enjoy' d whatever they could wilh ? 
Strange that a fulnefs of delight and joy 
Should difcontent engender, and create 
Difguft, and murm'ring, loathing, and a brood 305 
Of fatal evils, which deftroy ail peace ! 
But fuch has ofcen been the (late of things, 
And will be till that great and glorious day> 
When thq Creator (hall be ail in all : 
And all intelligences (hall be drawn 31a 

Jntp a ftate of union with their God, 
That (hail prevent their ever falling more. 
Angels themfelves, though happy, fell through pride. 
And though they felt no want, yet difcontent 
Could find its way to regions of delight. 31$ 

So our firft parents fell, who did enjoy 
As much, and more than heart itfelf x:ould wifh. 
And oh, alas ! our nature (till is prcne 
To murmur and complain, thpugh Heav'n itfelf 
Pours on us bleffings with moft lib'ral hand ! 3ao 
Thofe nations that have moft, dp moft complain ; 

And 
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And fiich as have no real grievances 

Will never fail to feign them, and repine, 

As though they were moft bitterly opprefs'd.' 

How often have I feen thofe families 325 

That might have liv'd in greateft happinefs, 

With all the means of plenty in their hands, 

Who might have been choice bleffings to the world, 

Making themfelves moft miferable indeed ! 

And in the midft of trueft hearted friends 330 

Efteeming all mankind their enemies : 

Thus turning all their bleffings into bane. 

And that which for their comfort (hould have been, 

Seems them to make unhappy and unbleft. 

And fome, the more you try to pleafe them, ftill 

The more uneafy grow, and find more fault ; 336 

And hate you in proportion to your love. 

Nay, think that all the good you do is ill ; 

Or, that you ill intend where beft you aim'd. 

This is the devil's influence over man, 340 

But when into the abyfs he is caft, 

This curfed temper will prevail no more, 

Until that he from thence is loos'd again, 

And is once more permitted men to tempt; 

Then (hall this evil difpofition rife 34* 

To far more dreadful heights than heretofore. 

Ev'n in proportion as the blifs enjoy'd 

Shall be fuperior far to what is paft. 

But oh the fad and moft aflfefling doom, 

Th« 
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That (hall o'ertake thofe difcontented ho(U ! 350 
Oh what a fi'ry rain on them (hall fall ! 
What horror, and what torture and defpair 
Shall rack their fouls, and put their beans to pain! 
Fire (hall their lives deftroy, their flelh confume, 
And put an end to their rebellious plan. 355 

An$l though their ruin is a difmal fcene, 
Enough to tpake the heart of man to chill, 
And fill his bones with terror, freeze his blood, 
And make his very. hairs to ftand ere£t ; ■ « 

Yet when we call to mind, this is the Uft 360 

Attempt that ever Ihall be made againft the Lord; . 
And Jesus now hath quell'd his num'rous foes, 
Who never (hall combine againft him more, 
.Nor for one moment hence difturb his reign, 
Our forrow for their fate is mix'd with joy, 365 

Great is the triumph of our fov'reign King, 
And all his fubje&s hail him as their Lord. ^ 
His foes are all defeated, and their hopes 
Of reigning are for ever blafted quite. 

This fcene of bold rebellion, and its end, 370 
Is far the darkeft and obfcureft part 
Of all the providential ways of God, 
And therefore lliort the facred writer tells 
The dreadful ftory, here his words are few : 
Though vaft the plot, and the deftru&ion dire, 375 
And far more dreadful than can be defcrib'd. 
Far greater numbers are inyoly'd therein 
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Than ever fell at once by war or plague,. 

Or fire or famine, or the total flood 

That overwhelm'd the globe in Noah's time. 380 

Perhaps I fhould not go too far to fay, 

That more (hall perifh then by fire from Heav*n, 

Than ever taftcd death before, or (hall 

Till then, in any of its thoufand forms, f x 

All that remain then uninfected, (hall 385 

Be wholly fav'd, their trials paft and gone. 

They fliall be own'd as children of the Lord, 

Worthy to be enroird among the bleft ; 

And chang'd, (hall pafs to an immortal ftate, ' 

The reft deftroy -d from earth ; thefe fit for Heav'n. 

The prefent ufes of the earth are paft. 391 

And what remains ? The judgment muft take place. 

The globe itfelf becomes a theatre, 

Whereon the judgment feat sre&ed ftands, 

And all the dead are furnmon'd to the bar. 395 

The fecond refurre&ion now takes place, 

And all that fleep in death at once awake, 

CalFd by his voice, who makes the dead to hear, 

Forth from their graves they come to render up 

Their great accounts to Chrift, the fov'reign Judge; 

Whofe juft award they muft abide, and bear 401 

Whatever doom on them he (hall pronounce. 

Now comes the day of univerfal doonr^ 
On which fo many volumes have been wrote, 
Of which the prophets fpake, and poe^s fang 405 

to 
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In far fublimer ftrains than I can boaft. 

But yet I fain would bring my little mite : 

Though fmall my off'ring, yet accept it Lord ; 

And let this labour of my hand remain 

Under the patronage of thee, my King, 410 

Till that grand day which I defcribe arrives. 

The great white throne on which the Judge fhall fit, 
Claims our attention, fuch its majefty, 
Its fplendor, brightnefs, like the cryftal clear, 
As would fufficiently aftonifli thofe 41 £ 

Who dare defpife^ the terrors of this day ; 
And who would fain perfuade their guilty hearts 
That fuch an awful fcene will never come. 
Some fondly dream the judgment day is pall $ 
But fuch will doubtlefs find their great miftake ; 429 
Since reafon (hews that crimes committed here 
Will be on earth try'd, judg'd, condemn'd, deftroy'd. 
And all that ever dwelt on earth fhall view 
The great affizc, and fhall the Judge behold, 
Shall hear the fentence from his glorious mouth, 425 
Shall fee the puniflhmems and the rewards, 
And lhali themfelves receive as they have done. 

This awful fcene can never be fulfill'd 
Till all the human race have liv'd and dy'd : 
Or have been chang'd, and all the. dead are rais'd. 
None (hall be abfent on that'awful day ; 431 

All (hall behold it, each himfelf (hall hear 

Th* 
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The Judge's voice, and fee him on his throne. 

This cannot be a partial private thing, 

Hid from the obfervation of mankind, 41$ 

Condu&ed in the world of fpirits, far 

Remote from earth, and to the human race 

Unknown, as many in thefe days pretend. 

But O, my God, preferve my feeble mind 

In conftant ftedfaftnefs amidft thefe ftorms ! 440 

O let me never from thy word depart, 

To hear the inconfiftent dreams of men ! 

Behold the throne is plac'd, there fits the Judge, 
In glory and in majefty array 'd ; 
His garments white as fnow, his hair like wool ; 445 
His throne like flame, his wheels like burning fire; 
Before him iffues forth a fi'ry ftream, 
Millions of angels minifter to him, 
An hundred millions ftand around his throne. 
How folemn, grand, and awful is the fcene ! 45a 
This is the Son of Man who was accus'd, 
Judg'd and condemn'd at guilty Pilate's bar, 
Whom Herod and his guilty men of war array'd 
]n gorgeous robes, and treated him with fcorn. 
Now they in turn muft ftand before his bar. 455 
This is the man who, hung upon a crofs, 
Was' mock'd, and ridicul'd in all his pangs ; 
Behold him now ! and fee the wond'rous change ! 
Now in his proper glory he appears, 
And in his Father's radiant beauty (hines ; 466 

Whilt 



i 



Book X.] THE END OF THE MILLENIUM. 3I9. 

While all the holy angels him attend, 
And thus increafe the terrors of the day. 

All things prepar'd, behold the judgment fet ! 
The human race are calPd by trumpet's found. 
Behold from north, and fouth, and caft, and weft, 
They flow in multitudes to hear their doom. 466 
Near to the Judge's throne his faints are plac'd 
On rows of Ihining feats; now men behold 
What honour Jesus gives to all his fiiends, 
Who lov'd and fuffer'd for his name on earth. 47a 
Thefe fit as judges with their glorious head. 
On them no condemnation can lay hold : 
Their fins are blotted out, and all forgot \ 
Are caft behind his back, who walh'd their fouls 
In his own blood, and cleans'd their fouleft ftains. 

But now behold the earth and fea refign 476 

Their dead, which long as pris'ners they have held $ 
Both death and hell give up their num'rous dead, 
JNow to be judg'd according to their works. 
Behold the mighty books are open'd wide, . 48a 
The book of God's remembrance ; now 'tis febv 
That all the deeds, and words, and thojghts of heart, 
Are known to Jesus, Judge of all the earth. 
The book of confcience fhall be open'd there: 
That doom's-day book, where now th' informer fly 
Is noting down the conduct of mankind, 4$$ 

Againft that awful day, then to reveal 

The 
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The thoufand deeds of darknefs here eonceal'd. 

Alas ! what guilty heart can then* endure, 

To hear thofe accufations juft and ftrong, 49a 

Which confeience on the trial will produce ? 

Then (hall the Law of God, that holy book, 

& open'd and reveal'd before the world, 

And all tranfgreflions in their full extent 

And juft defert, appear to ev'ry mind. 495 

Shall not the Ju^Jge of all the earth do right I 
Moft certainly his judgment (hall be juft. " 
Man's memory (hall then fo perfedt be, 
That all his evil deeds (hall ftand in view, 
And ev'ry criminal before the bar 50a 

Shall with one perfedt glance his fins furvey; 
O what aftonifhment (hall feize their hearts ! 
What guilty fear and dread (hall fill their fouls, 
Wl^en the great Judge their doings (hall reprove, 
And fet their fins in order in their fight ! 505 

Enoch the fev'nth from Adam prophefy'd, 
Behold the Lord, the Judge of all, (hall come ; 
With him (hall come ten thoufands of his faints : 
*Xo execute his judgment upon all j 
And all ungodly ones (hall he convince 51a 

Of their unrighteous and ungodly deeds, 
Which they ungodly did againft his laws ; 
And will convift them of their fpeeches hard* 
Which they have murmur'd out againft his name. 

How 
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How can their hearts endure, or hands be ftrong, 515 
In that great day when God (hall deal with them ? 
fjow will they anfwer for their lawlefs deeds, 
When God fliall lay his judgment to the line, 
And to the plummet, truth and righteoufnefs ? 
Then refuges of falfehood and of lies, 52a 

Shall all be fwept away, and quite deftroy'd. 
Their covenant with death (hall be no more, 
And their agreement which they made with hell^ 
Shall be abolifh'd ; all their hopes are gone. 
O hear the words of terror which (hall reach 525 
Their inmoft fouls, and fill their hearts with pain. 

To ev'ry wicked one the Judge will fay, 
What doeft thou my ftatutes to declare, 
Or take my covenant into thy mouth ? 
Becaufe inftru&ion thou haft hated long, 530 

And caft my words anti laws behind thy back. 
When thou beheld a thief, thou didft confent 
To all his evil deeds, and didft partake 
With foul adulterers their loathfome crimes* 
Thy mouth to evil thou didft wholly give, $3$ 

Deceit and lies were framfed by thy tongue. 
Againft thy brother thou didft fit and fpeak, 
And thy own mother's fon haft flander'd oft* 
Thefe things thou didft, and while I filence kept, 
Thou thought'ft me altogether like thyfelf. 540 

But now I will reprove thee for thy fins, 
And them in ordef fet before thine eyes. 

* ■ Y Who 
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Who from my hands can now deliver you ? 
Or who will intercede for finners bold ? 
Becaufe I called long, and ye refus'd, 545 

I ftretched out my hand, and none beheld : 
But ye have fet my counfels all at nought, 
And my reproofs mod folemn ye defpis'd: 
Now will I laugh at your calamity, 
And treat with juft contempt your prefent fear. $$e 
Your fear, as defolation, now makes hafte, 
And as a whirlwind your deftrudtion comes ; 
Diftrefs and anguifti now your fouls (hall feet. 
Remember how I call'd, and you refus , d > 
Now you (hail: call on me in your diftrefs, 555 

But I will do to you as you have done, 
And will not anfwer nor regard your cries ; 
And though you may begin to feek my aid, 
You (hall not find me, for I will return 
Back to my place, and leave you here to wail. 
For that you hated knowledge, hated light* 561 
And did npt choofe Jehovah's facred fear; 
My counfels of eternal life refus'd ; 
And my reproofs, intended for your good, 
Treated with rude contempt, and long defpisM : $6$ 
Therefore of your own fruit you muft partake, 
And with your own devices now be fiUM. 
Your turning from the ways of my commands 
Will prove your ruin, O ye foolrfti ones ! 
How did you glory in profperity, 570 

Which brings you down to dire deftru&ion now I 

Alas! 
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Alas ! thefe cutting words who can endure ? 
But fuch will be their fate who now rejefl: 
The glorious Gofpel of the blefled God, 
And trample under foot his darling Son ; 575 

They (hall be then rejected from his fight, 
And punifh'd from the glory of his pow'r. 
But now another open'd book appears, 
Which is the book of life, wherein are wrote 
The names of fuch among the new-rais*d dead 580 
As have fubmitted truly to the Lord j 
Thefe are divided from the num'rous throng 
Of thofe who flubborn rebels ftill remain. 
Thefe, though they were not worthy to have part 
In the firft refurre&ion of the juft, 585 

And were not kings and priefts to God and Chrift, 
And did not reign with hifti a thoufand years, 
And do not with the Judge in judgment fit ; 
Yet having been to due fubmiffion brought, 
By various methods which the Lord hath us'd, 590 
Them to reclaim ; they (hall be fav'd at laft, 
And not be doom'd to fuffer in the lake 
Of fire and brimftone, and the fecond death 
In all its pains and horrors to fuftain. 

The boundlefs mercy of our God in Chrift 595 
Shall be extended to this num'rous throng, 
Compos'd of nations, kindreds, peoples, tongues, 
Perhaps the bulk of all the heathen world, 
Who dy'd in darknefs, nor had greatly finn'd 

Y x Agatnft 
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Againft the little, feeble light they faw ; 600 

And probably the fmall among the dead, 

Who dy'd in childhood, and in tender youth, 

(Except thofe noted by their early vice) 

Shall be admitted then among the fav'd. 

For fo amazing is God's boundlefs love 605 

And tendernefs towards the human race, 

That none (hall drink this dreadful cup of woe, 

And feel the torments of the lake of fire, 

Whom any gender methods could reclaim. 

But ftill the holinefs of God is fuch, 6t* 

That nothing falfe, unholy, or unclean, 

Imperfedfc or impu r e, can dwell with him : 

He therefore tries a vaft variety 

Of ways and means, all fuited to the cafe 

Of ail his fallen creatures, whom he wills 615 

To raife from depths of fin, and to reftore. 

So when you read of torments, fire, and pain, 

Brimftone and fire, the lot of wicked men, 

Who (hall with devils fuffer punifliment, 

Confid&r this mod dreadful fiery doom 620 

Is juft, and only (hall infli&ed be 

When lighter punifhments have prov'd in vain, 

Bold rebels to fubdue, reclaim, reftore. 

God never a&s without a grand defign 

In all his works, and in his judgments too. 625 

Thofe who are found in this great trying day 
Enroird among the living in the book, 

Shall 
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Shall be delivered from the fecorid death, 

And from thenceforward join'd with all the faints. 

All others (hall the dreadful fentence hear, 630 

(Which, O what heart.of ftbne can e'er endure ?) 

Depart from me, ye curfed, into fire, 

Which to the age unquenchably (hall burn; / 

For Satan and his angels firft prepar'd, 

Appointed and ordaih'd, but now for you, 635 

As you have join'd them in rebellion bold, 

So mud you (hare with them in punifliment : 

The' living worm, the (ire unquenchable, 

Mull to the ages be your dreadful doom. 

t>h, how intolerable is fuch a lot ! 640 

Let not my foul be join'd with wicked men ! 

let this fentence ftand before mine eyes, 
And in mine ears its awful periods ring 

• Whenever I am tempted to tranfgrefs. 
How often have I thought my troubles great ! i^d 
Too much for mortal fie(h and blood to bear : 
How has my fpirit fainted when opprefs'd / 

With many forrows, and affli&ion$ dire ! 
Which only God's almighty pow'r can eafe, 
And which, without his kind afliftance giv'n, 65a 

1 fcarce could bear one moment, or fupport, 
And keep my foul from finking in defpair ! 

But while this dreadful fcene is kept in view, 
Q*r greateft troubles vani(h from our fight, 

Y3 Alas! 
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Alas ! what is the lofs of health, and ftrength ? 655 
The want of wealth, and life's conveniences ? 
What is the iofs of character, and fame ? 
And what the bitter woundings of the tongue, 
That fharpeft (word, though heated with hell fire, 
And all the woes that fo jmbitter Jife t 660 

Compar'd with but one moment of their pain, 
Who fhall endure the torments of the lake 
Of fire and brimftone, or the fecond death ? 

Yea, what are all the pains and tortures t^omc 
By martyrs, criminals, or wretched Haves, 665 

Fires, racks, whips, chains, and deaths of ev'ry fort, 
That ever men have felt, or did inflift, ' ,-?<■*' 
Compar'd to what thofe wretches, muft endure ... 
Who to the burning lake fhall be condemn'd ? 
Well then our blefled Saviour did forewarn 670 

His fervants, not to fear what men could do, 
Who but at mod the body can deftroy. 
But he forewarns us hijn alone to fear, 
Whofe pow'r extends beyond the prefent life, 
And foul and body into hell can caft. 675 

Oh, how fhould fin by men avoided be, 
Which doth expofe them to fuch dreadful woes ! 
Since thu? the terrors of the Lord we know, . 
Let us attempt pur brethren to perfuade 
To fhun the ways of fin, that lead to death : 680 
And let us carefully the feme avoid. 

QLord 
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O Lord our God, to whom (hall we addrefs * 

Our fervent pray'rs, but unto thee alone, 
Who for our fins moft juftly art dtfpleas'd ? 
O thou, moft holy, and moft mighty God, 685 
O Saviour holy, and moft merciful, 
Into the fecond death's moft bitter pains 
Deliver not thy fervants, dearell Lord ! 
Thou knoweft, Lord, the fecrets of our hearts, 
Shut not thine ears of mercy to our pray'rs ; 690 
But fpare us, Lord moft holy, God of mights 

Saviour holy, merciful and kind, 
Moft worthy Judge eternal, do not leave 
Our fouls through any fnares to fall from thee ! 
Nor let us ever feel thofe horrid woes, 695 
Of which the bare defcjiption chills our blood, 
And makes the hair upon our flelh ftai*d up. 

' My Saviour, never let me hear thy voice 
Command me to depart from thee, my Lord ; 
Thy frown, O righteous Judge, I cawiot bear ! 700 
Thou art my life, from thee where can I go ? 

1 truft in thee, O c^ft me not away. 

Keep me from finning, then I fear not hell : 
And while I contemplate the finner's doom, 
May I remember fin hath qaus'd the whole. 705 

And may thefe lines of terror wholefome prove 
To wake the fouls of men, who fleep fecure, 
Forgetful of the dreadful judgment day, 
A#d of that awful fentence which (hall pafs 

Y4 Oa 



318 THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRIST. [Book X. 

On the rebellious ; and the fiery lake, 710 

Where their juft punifhment they (hall receive. 
Of which I will attempt ill brief 19 write. 

The awful fentence being now pronoune'd 
Upon the wicked and ungodly race, . 
The fentence juft, from whence lies no appeal : 715 
The dreadful execution foon begins. 
Byt who among the feeble fons of men 
Can bear* the profpeft, or the fcene defcribe ? 
Can my faint heart attempt.it ! Can my tongue 
Or pen attempt its terrors.. to difplay ? 720 

£ The glorious Judge arifes from htsfeat, 

And re-afcends to Heav'n with all. bisi train, 

And leaves the criminals to feel their doom. 

The fiery torrent now begins to* fall 

Upon their guilty head$-with awful force, 725 

And not the lead prote&ion tan they find. . 

Where can they fly to hide ? Their hopes are gone, 

And terminated all in keen defpair. 

Alas ! how terrible (hall be that day 

When all the atmofphere (hall be on fire ! 730 

The elements (hall melt with fervent heat, 

The earth with all therein (hall be diflblv'd. 

When the great ocean (hall be all on flame, 

And, in the language of the facred text, 

The dreams of water (hall be turn'd to pitch, 735 

And all the duft to fulphur (hall be chang'd. 

Through 
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Through all thp tra&s of land upon the globe, 

And all the deeps which waters did contain, 

There's nothing (hall be feen, nor ought difcern'd, 

But one prodigious fi'ry ruin vaft. . 740 

Behold the burning catarads of fire 

Gufti from the mountains tops, and overfpread 

In fiery torrents all the fertile plains : 

Down fink the mountains in the horrid gulph, 

And in one common ruin mix and melt. 745 

The fev'ral burning mountains of the earth 
Are awful fpecimens of that great day, 
And ftand as warnings to a carelefs world. 
How dreadful ^Etna and Vefuvius feem 
In their eruptions, when the liquid fire 750 

Burfts from the crater, and in torrents flows, 
And overwhelms, and buries cities deep ! 
And burning rocks, hurFd from the flaming pit, 
With noife and force tremendous fly aloft, 
To diftances almoft incredible ; 75$ 

And then returning, fall with thund'ring found. 
A frightful fpedtacle to all who dwell 
Near to the dreadful place : their hearts are faint, 
They trembling fly, and leave their houfes fair 
To fall a prey to the devouring flames. 76^ 

But O, when all the mountains of the earth 
Shall far outflame Vefuvius, and thali r6ar 
Louder than raging JEtna in its throws, 
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Before its flaming torrents are dtfgorg'd ; 

Where (hall the guilty fly for refuge then ? 765 

No part is free from the devouring fire, 

The ftately cities fall a facrifice. 

London and Paris, Lifbon, and Madrid, 

Vienna, Amfterdam, and Peterfburgh, 

Berlin and Stockholm, Copenhagen, Prague, 77© 

Constantinople, Bergen, Bazil, Hague, 

Breflau and Bruflels, Drefden, Edinburgh, 

Florence, Genoa, Mofcow, Naples, Rome, 

Dublin and Venice, Turin, Koninglburg, 

Palermo, Prefburg, Parma, Mantua, 775 

Thefe capitals of Europe and her ftates, 

Or lefler provinces, are now Ho more. 

Pekin and Canton, Chiaefe cities, (hare . 

With all the famous cities of the caft, 

In this dire conflagration of the world. 78# 

But moft of all Jerufalem I mourn, 
That famous city, chief of all the earth, 
Which falls a prey in this fo genVal doom, 
Together with the temple of the Lord ; 
But all the bleft inhabitants are gone 785 

Up to Jerufalem, which is above, 
That city which can never be deftrqy'd, 
Built by the great Jehovah for his feat. 
There all the happy (hall together dwell 
In perfed pleafure, and divine delight, 790 

So that no real lofs can be fuftain'd 

By 
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By thofe who leave this lower world on fire ; 

Nor will they feel the Gmdow of regret 

At this dire conflagration of the world. 

Not fo the wicked, who are left below, 795 

To bear the horrors of this dreadful ftorm. 

Such terrors will upon their fpirits feize 

As cannot be defcrib'd by tongues of men, 

Nor even yet conceiv'd by human hearts. 

Let all the real terrors or the feign'd, 800 

And all the torments, pains, or miferies, 

That ever were experiene'd by mankind, 

Be put together, yet the burning globe 

Will be a fource of greater pains and woes 

To all its wretched loft inhabitants. 805 

Join all the tempefts, fires,, and ftorms, and plagues, 

Thund'rings and lightnings, earthquakes, whirlwinds* 

hails, 
Eruptions of volcanos, vapours, figns, 
That ever have been feen, or felt, or fear'd, 
Since man was firft created, to that day, &VO 

The world on fire would more than equal all. 

Copfider ye that laugh at punifhment, 
And treat it with contempt if limited, 
How would ye bear this dreadful fcene of woe 
One fingtaday, or even for an hour ? 815 

Combine the pain of hunger, fharpeft thirft, 
The keeneft fenfe of (hame and deep difgrace, 
The pungent tortures of a guilty mind, 

A wounded 
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A wounded (pirit, fill'd with black dcfpair, 
A ftrong remembrance of tranfgreffions paft, 820 
A feeling fenfe of God's refentment juft, 
The unmix'd vials of Almighty wrath ; 
And all the frightful terrors of the mind; 
And add to thefe the real pains of fire; 
Suppofe a man in foul and body form'd 825 

In fuch a manner as to feel the whole, 
' Without the leaft abatement all at once ; 
Think what his pain and mifery muft be ! 
This is the real ftate of thofe who fall 
Under the dreadful fentence of the Lord, 830 

And (hall be left to feel the burning lake, 
With all its horrors and tremendous pains. 
Their bodies (hall be form'd more capable 
Of feeling pain than in this mortal ftate, :; 

And yet endure thefe torments manifold 835 

For many ages ere they fee an end ; 
Nor for one moment reft or eafe enjoy. 
Their fouls (hall be with (harp reflections fiird, 
Enough to form in ev'ry breaft a hell 
Of woe unutterable. Who can bear " 840 

Thefe dreadful tortures for one moment's fpace ? 
Much lefs for ages ? Think before ye leap, 
Ye bold and daring finners, think, O think \ 
Prefent this wholefome fight before your minds, 
And let me afk you, Will you madly ru(h 845 

Iitfo thefe burning flames for prefent toys, 
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And vain delights, the trifles of an hour ? 

Would fenfual pleafures for an hundred years, 

Repay you for one moment of this woe ? 

Remember, this is not an idle dream, 853 

A fi&ion of my brain, but Scripture truth, 

The threat'nings of the God who cannot lie; „ 

And what each ftubborn foe rauft furely feel. 

Therefore furvey your puniftiment fevere, 

Before the awful Execution comes. 855 

Confider all the threat'nings of the Lord, 

A^d all thofe hateful and forbidden crimes 

For which fuch punifhments fhall be prepaid. 

Think not God's righteous judgment to efcape, 

If ftill fuch things you pradife : oh, repent ! 860 

Nor dare to venture torments fuch as thefe. 

And if you can receive a friend's advice, 

Laugh not, I pray yon, at the lake of fire, 

As though it was a thing impofllble, 

For God, (who once a world of wicked drown'd ? 6$ 

With water, unexpectedly to all, 

Though long they had been warn'd ;) at laft to turn 

The globe of earth and water to that lake, 

And leave the wicked there to fuffer long. 

O be not ignorant of what has been ! 870 

That once the world was wholly overflow'd, 

And all th* unrighteous perifh'd by the flood : 

But now the earth and Heav'ns are kept in ftore, 

Referv'd to fire againft that awful day, 

The 
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The day of judgment, when ungodly ones 87; 

Shall there be doom'd to fuffer lofs and pain. 

There, but imagination fure mull fail 
To paint the millionth part of all their woes ; 
They muft endure the punifhments ordain'd, 
The juft rewards of lives employ'd in fin ; 88a 

Till God lhall fee it proper to releafe, 
And free them by his mercy from their griefs, 
And them reftore unto himfelf again: 
Changing them wholly by his pow'rful grace, 
Nor lefs their habitation than themfelves, 885 

Of thefe moft grand and noble works of God, 
I will not fail to fing with gladfome heart, 
If my Creator will prolong my life, 
And give his kind affiftance to a worm, 
A feeble child of man, who fain would praife 890 
His holy name for all his wonders wrought* 
And all that he hath promised to perform ; 
Which here by faith my foul anticipates. 
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BOOK XI. 
THE NEW CREATION; 

OR, 

The Renovation of the Heavens and Earth after the 
Conflagration. 

WHAT (hall I render to my gracious God, 
For all his loving kindneffes to me ? 
And that he ever led my feeble mind* 
To view his vaft unbounded plan of grace, 
And his intention to reftore at laft § 

All who have fallen from their firft eftate. 
What though on this account I loft my friends, 
And all my Chriftian brethren turn'd their backs, 
And caft my name as evil out to men, 
And would have glory'd to behold my fall, 10 

To fee me cover' d with the deepeft fhame ! 
Yet all that I have parted with for this 
Is nothing to the glorious treafure gain'd. 
The joy and fatisfadtion that I feel 
In this great truth, that God himfelf is Love, i£ 
Is more than pays me for whate'er I loft 
For being faithful to the light receiv'd. 
For could my former friends and brethren know 

Th« 
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The folid pleafure which my foul has found 

In this mod glorious fcheme of love divine, 00 

They would not wonder why I ftill remain 

As firmly now attach'd as at the firfl. 

My heart is ftill as warm, my tongue prepaid 

As much as ever^ to proclaim God's love, 

His univerfal love to all mankind. 25 

O blefled be his name, that he hath led 

My thoughts to fketch this comprehenfive plan, 

And thus far hath fupported me to trace 

His Procefs and his Empire hitherto. 

But far the grandeft part remains to fing ; 30 

The new creation, and the fcenes of blifs 

Which fhall attend and follow that event. 

But, oh, my God, my raptur'd foul infpire, 

To fing of this in drains of lofti'ft found, 1 

Behold the wonders which demand our fong ! 35 
The Lord returns, and looks upon the globe, 
Welt'ring in fire, with its inhabitants : 
He comes in mercy to create anew 
What fin had ruin'd, and deftfu&ion feiz'd. 
As when at firft the chaos he beheld, 40 

The ruins of the feat of Lucifer, 
He faw it (hapelefs, rude, without a form, 
Compos'd of jarring elements ; but he 
By his own word, both light and order brought: 
Beauty, variety, and harmony, 45 

The place of wild difordcr occupy 'd. 
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So in this laft creation of the earth, 

By which he will reftore it to a ftate 

The mod compleat and glorious poffible, 

No more to be forfaken or deftroy'd ; 50 

He will come forth in his almighty love, 

And fpeak the word, and nature (hall obey, 

And fuddenly, before the wond'ring eyes 

Of all his faints, fee the new world appears I 

The floods of liquid fire at once fubfide, 55 

And form a folid pavement, clear as glafs, 

More beautiful than Paradife at firft. 

In this new earth no fea at all exifts, 

For none is needed, as this globe renew'd, 

Is quite for other purpofes defign'd 60 

Than in its firft, or any after ftate. 

How chang'd the globe ! and how the atmosphere 
Is purify'd, from noxious vapours free ! 
The earth is now created to exift 
For ever in eternal permanence, 65 

An habitation fitted for the feat 
Of all its old inhabitants, reftor'd 
To righteoufnefs, and fpotlefs innocence ; 
And fitted thus for endlefs happinefs. 
Of this amazing work the prophet fpeaks 70 

In language lofty, rapt'rous, and divine. 

Behold, fays God, new heav'ns and earth I make, 
So far fuperior to thofe I form'd 

Z In 
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In the beginning, ere I formed man, 
That thofe (hall be remembered no more, 75 

Nor come to mind as worthy of a thought. 
%But let my faints and holy ones rejoice, 
Be glad forevermore in what I make, 
Which never (hall decay, nor change its form, 
Nor lofe its glory, nor be ever marr'd. 80 

The earth and heav'ns, which I create anew, 
Shall evermore continue in my fight,: 
The feat of joy and happinefs unchanged. 
The faftiion of that world {hall never.pafs, 
But in its priftine glory (hall abide. 85 

Oh what a heart-refrefliing view is this, 
To fee a world ia full perfeftion rife, 
A Phoenix from the allies of the firft ! * 

This great difcovery will reconcile 
Our minds unto the burning of the world, 90 

Which otherwife appears a gloomy fcenc. 
This charming profpeA made th* apoflle glad, 
When he by faith beheld the earch diffblv'd, 
The heav'ns on fire, the world itfelf confum'd, 
And all the things therein contain'd burnt up : 95 
But yet in pleafing chearful words he adds, 
Neverthelefs, according to his word, 
His gracious promife, we with joy expeft 
New heav'ns and earth, created by his pow'r, 
Where righteoufnek, and righteous ones fhall dwell 
Though finners once, yet they to righteoufnefe 101 

Shall 
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Shall be reftor'd, and wholly freed from fin, 
Shall always then obey God's righteous laws. 

Behold, fays John, I faw new heav'n and earth, 
The former heav'n and earth were pafs'd away, 105 
; And lo, the ocean now no more appear'd 1 
What bleffed animating thoughts are thefe ! 
The earth itfelf fhall be at laft reftor'd, 
(After the fire its fubftance hath difiblv'd,) 
And will appear more beautiful by far 1 id 

Than ever Eden's Paradife was feen : 
And as the earth itfelf (hall thus be chang'd, 
No doubt all men (hall in its glory (hare. 

But lo ! behold what wonders ftrike mine eyes ! 
Aftonifliing I furpaffing miracle ! 115 

Behold, the New Jerufalem defcends, 
The New Jerufalem, which is above, 
That city glorious, built by God himfelf ; 
Behold it cometh down from out of Heav'n, 
Defcending to the new-created earth, 120 

For the accomplifhment of purpofes 
Mod grand and glorious, worthy of a God. 
This is«by far the moft amazing fight 
That ever was by eyes of man beheld. 
Hark, hear the voice of God aloud proclaims, 11^ 
Behold, God's tabernacle is with men, 
And he will dwell with them upon the earth, 
And they (hall be his people/ He their God. 

Z 2 p moft 
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O moft amazing change ! the God of thofe 

Whom he had long rejected and cad off. 130 

Behold, he comes to ranfom and reftore 

Thofe who have fuffer'd in the lake of fire. 

And God fliall wipe all tears away from them, 

And forrow, crying, pain, and death fhall ceafe ; * 

For all the former things are pafs'd away f 135 

The reign of fin and mifery is paft. 

The Lord, our Saviour, feated on his throne, 

Proclaims, Behold, I fafhion all things new ! 

Thefe are God's fayings, faithful, true, and juft. 

Behold, the heavenly city (lands on earth ! 140 
FilPd with the faints and faithful of all times, 
Who long immortal glories have poflefs'd, 
And long have dwelt in New Jerufalem. 
Not for their fakes this city does come down, 
(For they dwelt there while it remain'd in Heav'n) 
But that falvation might to all men come, 146 

To all without exception who were loft. 

O how amazing is the love of God, 
Who firft did fend his darling Son to die, 
To lay a fure foundation for our hope, • 150 

Gave him to fuffer, die, and rife again, 
And reafcend to Heav'n, from thence return 
To reign on earth before his mighty ones, 
And at the clofe to raife and judge the world! 
In all thefe num'rous methqds his defign 155 
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Is ftill the fame ; to fave the human race. 

And more and more he ranfoms ev'ry time, 

That his great love another method tries. 

But this his laft and graodeft effort gains 

The whole without exception, none are left. i6q 

All jiow (hall be r^cover'd, ai| reftor'd, ^ 

And not one creature finally remain *- v 

To mourn and wail in endlefs black defpair. 

T* accomplifh this moft grand and glorious work, 

God and the Lamb in glory now defcend, i6$ 

With all the faints who in this city dwell ; 

/The holy city, their moft bleft abode, 

Gently defcending, brings them from above, 

Here to remain till the great clofing fcene ; 

Which now my mufe hafles quickly to defcribe. f 70 

Now let us take a foul-delighting view, 
Of this amazing city, rich and large. 
As far excelling all that eyes have feea 
As Heav'n can be fuperior to the earth. 
For that which God hath built, by his own pow'r* 
Muft far excee4 the rjobleft works of men. j 76 

Befides, this city is no common work, 
Put built hy God a palace for himfe!f> 
And far fuperior to the ftarry fky, 

Behold the city, and its wonders view 1 180 

The glory of Jehovah there appears ; 
fler light to ftpnes moft precious is compared, 

Z3 *TU 
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'Tis like a jafpcr ftone, as cryftal clear. 

Its wall is great and high, and none can (bale, 

Or gain admiffion there but by the gates. iftg 

Its gates in number twelve, by angels kept, 

Admit of none but whom the Lord approves, 

Who keep his laws, and his commands obey. 

On thefe twelve gates the names of Ifrael's tribes 

Stand written, as the reprefentatives 190 

Of Abraham's feed who there admittance gain. 

On cv'ry fide three pearly gates appear, 

Towards the eaft and north, and fouth and weft. 

The city wall hath twelve foundations ftrong, 

And in them are the worthy precious names 195 

Of all the twelve apoftles of the Lamb. 

This glorious city is a perfect cube, 
Length, breadth, and height, are equal and exadfc. 
Oh, fee how vaftly large ! and glorious bright, 
And wonderful beyond defcription far ! 2«0 

One thoufand and five hundred miles in length ; 
In breadth and height the fame ; it lieth fquare ; 
And might with eafe contain upon its ground 
Vaft numbers more than ever have been born. 
The wall is thick proportion'd to its height, m 205 
JRais'd by the great almighty architect, 
trea ed by his pow'r, for his own ufe : 
Keep this in mind, or you can ne'er believe 
That fuch a city really exifts, 
So grand, fo glorious, and magnificent, 210 

_ But 
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But will explain it all away to mean 

Some fancy'd date, as many more have done. 

Its grandeur and magnificence are fuch 

As far furpafs defcription ; built by God, 

As the chief effort of creating pow'r, 215 

Worthy to be the chief and Capital 

Of earth and heav'n renew'd ; the bleft abcxfe 

Of all the faints and holy angels bright : 

The place of grand refort, where all fhall com? 

To fee, adore, and reverence their King. 210 

The facred city with fuch fplendor Urines, . * 

As might in glory equalize the fun. 

Its walls are form'd of jafper, precious ftones ! 

Ten thoufand worlds like ours could not produce 

Materials enough to build thefe walls, %%$ 

But nothing is impoffible with God ; 

This always fhall my fav'rite maxim be, 

This anfwers all which difficult would feem. 

The heav'nly pavement is of pureft gold, 
Which yet appears like cleareft cryftal glafs, 230 
Its walls are garnifh'd with moft precious ftones 
Of ev'ry kind, as herein fhall be nam'd. % 

Jafper, of which the mighty wall is built, 
The firft foundation forms, and garnifhes, 
Sapphire the fecond ; chalcedony third ; 235 l 

The fourth an emerald ; fifth fardonyx ; 
Sardius the fixth ; the feventh chryfolite ; 
Beryl the eighth » a topaz is the ninth ; 

Z 4 The 
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The tenth a chryfoprafus ; the elev'nth, 

A jacinth ; and the twelfth an amethyft. 240 

The gates, in number twelve, are folid pearls. 
Each gate is of ^ fingle pearl compos'd. 
Scarce all the pearls on earth in one combined 
Could form materials foe-one fingle gate. 
But God who form'd our little pearls on earth, 245 
Made by his pow'r in Heav'n thofe fpacious gates 
Each of a fev'ral pearl : Let none difpute 
What God can do, nor yet his word deny. 
The ftreets appear like pure tranfparent gold. 
Such is its grandeur and magnificence, 250 

That nothing imitating it on earth 
Was ever feen, nor will be till that time 
When this great city (hall defcend from Heav'n, 
To be the tabernacle of our God, 
In which he fhall refide on the new earth. 255 

No temple in the facred city's feen, 
The Lord Almighty, and the Holy Lamb, 
Therein refide, and there (hall be ador'd $ 
Seen and belov'd, and worftiipped by all. 
This city cannot need the fun nor moon, 26a 

Becaufe itfelf doth fhine with pureft light. 
God's glory doth enlighten it, his beams 
Of light and love with brightnefs fill the place; 
The Lamb of God, in whom the Father fhines, 
Who is the brightnefs of his glory, feen, 265 

The image of bis perfon, full, express, 

h 
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Is alfo call'd The Holy City's Light. 

The faved nations of the earth reftor'd, ■{ 

Shall: walk within its fhining facred fphere. . 

Their kings and rulers fhalLtheir glories bring,: 270 

Their higheft honours to the fov -reign Lord ; ...*• 

Their loudeft praife within the facred walls 

They utter to. the glory of his name* 

The city gates fhall not be Ihut by day, 
And day 5& always, for no night is there. . 275 

All nations fhall:iheir glory thither brings . . j 
And worlhip their Redeetfier and their God, 
With deepeft rev'rence, and tlivine delight. 
Nothing impure can ever enter there, 
There no defilement ever can have place* ' 280 

Norwhat would foul abomination work, •■ : ' • " 

Nor that which frameth, or that loves a lie ; 
But fuch whofe names are in his book enrolled, 
Who is the Lamb of God, who dy'd for all, 
And tailed, death for all the human race, 2185 

And was the great propitiation made, 
For all our fins, and thofe of all the world : 
And will in his due feafon all reftore, 
According to the purpofes of God, 
The myft'ry of his will to us made known : 290 
That in the difpenfation of the times 
He will in Chrift again all things re-head, 
Both which belong to Heav'n and to die earth. 
He by his blood upon the Crofs made peace, 

And 



34& THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRIST. [Book XL 

And God by him all things will reconcile, 295 

Reduce to order, and again rpftore, 

Whether their native place was earth, or Heav'iu 

And to fulfil a work fo great and good, 

The Lord removes his Court from Hcav'n to earth. 

Although in earth renew'd no fea is found* 300. 
Yet there's no want of water, for behold 
A glorious river from the throne proceeds, 
Which flows with living water, pure indeed, 
As clear as cryftal ; wat'ring all the globe ; 
Exceeding much fair Eden's garden, where 305 
The Great Jehovah our firft parents placed. 
In this moft glorious city grows the tree 
Of hcav'nly life, which bears twelve kinds of fruit, 
Which evVy month new fruit produces, fair, 
And pleafant to the eye, and to the mouth 310. 

Conveys the higheft pleafqre and delight. 
The fruit produces evelafting life, 
And death can never enter where it grows ; 
For thofe who eat thereof can never die. 
Its leaves are for the healing of mankind, 315 

And all the nations (hall at length be heaTd, 
And evermore remain from torment free, 
From pain and ficknefs, forrow, grief, and death. 

The curfe is now eternally removal, 
Henceforth it (hall be taken clean away, 320 

And never tp eternity return, 

The 
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The throne of God (hall be upon the earth, 

Within the holy city's facred walls ; 

There fhall the Lamb array'd in glory fit, 

And there God's fervants (hall his face behold, 323 

His name upon their foreheads lhall be feen. 

No gloomy nights nor darknefs (hall be there, 

They need no candles, nor the lamps of Heav'n, 

Nor yet the beams of the refulgent fun ; 32^ 

Becaufe the Lord (hall give them heav'nly. light ; 

Their God (hall be their glory evermore ; 

Ages of ages they with him (hall reign, 

Till all intelligences are fubdu'd, 

And reconcird to God, and quite reclaim'd. '• 

Behold, the final date of this our earth, * ^35 

This the perfeftion towards which it tends ! 

A date fuperior far to all before, 

And which with greateft pleafure I can ling ; " 

Becaufe this day (hall never end in night, 

Nor this moft joyful ftate fucceeded be 340 

By foul rebellion, judgment, woe, or pain, 

Diforder, mifery, delpair, or death. 

This glorious ftate is worthy to be fung 
In higheft drains. But ah, my mufe how weak I 
So joyful are the fcenes that ftand in fight, . 345 
That never more can alter for the worfe, 
They make us to forget the troubles paft, 
And caufe us to remember them no more. 
Though fin and evil long o'er man have reign'd, 

Yet 
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Yet grace hath more abounded towards all. 350 

The Saviour now hath conquer'd all his foes, 
And is prepar'd his kingdom to refign 
To God the Father, who the kingdom gave 
To Chrift, that he might conquer and fubdue, 
And then reftore, re-head, and reconcile 355 ; 

All thofe who once did go aftray through fin. . 
This to accomplifti is the grand defign 
. For which the holy city comes to earth, 
And this fhall be fulfill'd, until at laft 
There (hall not be one foe to Jesus left, 360 . 

In all the wide-extended univerfe : 
And thjs my fong towards its period brings. 

But ere I clofe the fcene, I will attempt . 
To fing the world reftor'd, as perfe&ly . 
As I have fung it loft, and doom'd to fire. 365 . 

The world I (ing is nature quite reftor'd 
To its moft glorious, perfeft, high eftate, 
Surpaffing the Millenium. far away, 
For that could but endure a thoufand years ; 
But the new world reftor'd, fhall ftill remain 37Q 
Before Jehovah, ages without end. 
In the Millenium fin and death might come, 
Which in the new creation cannot be. 
God will preferve his creatures evermore 
From ev'ry hurtful thing of ev'ry kind. 375 . 

In this concluding fcene 'tis perfed day,. 
That day has d^wn'd which never more IhaU clofe, 

Nqr 
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Nor ever be fucceeded by a night. 

The higheft pleafure waits upon my forig, 

And now the joy is perfect, pure, unmix'd, 380 

With greateft pleafure I can fing this (late. 

This is a fcene that never can grow dull, 

Here's ev'ry thing to pleafe and charm the mind ; 

A new created world, more beautiful 

Than Paradife with all its gayeft charms, 385 

A world entirely full of righteoufnefs, 

Of righteous people cleans'dfrom all their fins, 

A world in which no violence is found, 

No crimes committed, and no dangers fear'd. 

The Great Creator now is known by all, 390 

Fear'd, lov'd, adored, obey'd, by ev'ry one. 

There's no exception now, all join to praife, 

Worfhip and reverence their Lord and King. 

To Jesus now the whole creation bows, 
All creatures yield obedience to bis name, 395 

And thus his kingdom's come, his will is done 
By all on earth, as well as all in Heav'n, 
Freely, entirely, and perpetually. 
The world no longer dreads its Maker's laws, 
Nor fufiers for its crimes, as heretofore. 400 

Oh, what a lovely, charming fcene is this ! 
What raptures ftrike my mind, and fill my thoughts ! 
Oh that I could exprefs the joy I feel ! 
And make my gentle readers fympathize ! 
No words can utter this extatic blifs. 405 

To 
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To fee the great redemption, now compleat, 

And all the creatures that were gone aftray 

Brought back to God, for ever to abide, 

No more their kind Creator to offend, 

Nor ever more his juft difpleafurc feel. 410 

The whole creation is deliver'dnow 

From fin, and all its confequences dire, 

The bondage of corruption, pain, and death. 

This mighty wonder plainly was foretold, 

And though for many ages dilbeliev'd, 415 

Yet now we fee the (acred promifes . 

Of God, Jehovah, were not made in viin. 

A thoufand bright and very glorious fcenes 
Muft have their place in this moft grand defign, 
In which I have the outlines briefly trac'd. 420 

For ev'ry foul that (hall reftored be, 
Shall bring frefh joy to all the ranfom'd throng. 
And if fuch joy is over one that turns 
From fin to righteoufnefs, what muft there be, 
When all that ever did or (hall exift 4^ 

Shall be reclaim'd, and humbled, and reftor'd ! 
But in particular, iff (hould write 
Of all the wond'rous dealings of my Lord 
Made known towards his creatures, time would fail; 
And if I (hould attempt to fum them up, 430 

They would be found in number like the fands. 
But one amazing fcene above the reft 
Deferves efpecially attention here, 

And 
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And may be reckon'd as a fpecimen 

Of the fubduirtg and reftoring pow'r ( 43 j 

Of Chrift our Lord, which he doth exercife 

Upon his ftubborn foes, who all muft yield, 

And pay their willing homage to his name. 

This is the humbling of proud Lucifer, 

Who laft of all the tyrants (hall fubmit. 44b. 

He (hall be brought the lowed to the ground, 

His tow'ring pride (hall fall, and he become 

The humbled penitent that ever bow'd 

Before the footdool of our blefled Lord. 

This is a moving, intereding fcene, 44$ 

And therefore here I'll fpend a little time. 

This mod important triumph of our King, 

I'll fing ai though it was already pad j 

Although 'tis many ages yet to come. 449 

Long had the Prince of Darknefs been condemn'd, 
And long had welter'd in the burning lake, 
And long endur'd fuch agonizing pains 
As cannot be conceiv'd by human hearts. 
I pafs thofe dreadful periods, draw a veil 
Over thofe fcenes too horrid to difclofc. 4^5 

The rage arid blafphemy, and fell defpair. 
In which he hath continu'd ages long, 
I (hall not mention here,* but pafs to ipeak 
Of his humiliation and return. 

When he had pafs'd fev'n periods in the firo, 460 
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(As the proud King of Babylon reduc'd, 

Brought down to the condition of a brute) 

And long had dwelt in mournful folitudc, 

For all his fubje&s long had been redeem'd ; 

At length his rage and blafphemies fubfide ; 465 

His heart, more hard than nether milftone, feetns 

At laft to melt, and foften ; he begins 

Now to reflect, and wifhes to repent. 

How aker*d much is his dejedted tone ! 

In melancholy language thus he mourns ! 4^0 

Ah me, how low, how mis'rably deprefs'd 
Am I, who once did fit above the ftars, 
And was the chief of my Creator's ways ! 
But pride, felf-love, and vanity transform'd 
The angel to a devil, as I am : 475 

Made me an enemy and traitor vile 
To my Creator good, who plac'd me high, 
That I might glorify his name the more, 
And be a brighter image of his Son, 
Againft whom I rebell'd, and wag'd a war, 480 

Refuting him to own as (bvVeign Lord, 
According to Jehovah's high command, 
That all the angels fliould him worfhip pay. 
But my pride prompted me, and envy rofe 
Within my breaft, againft tKe Heir of Heav'n, 
From whence I was ejedted, and caft down 485 

To Tartarus, with all my rebel hofts, 
Whom I, alas, feduced to rebel. 
Such was my rage againft the Prince of Light, 
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I left no ftone unturn'd, but fought revenge, 490 

Though at my peril, ftill I cared not 

How much I did offend his majefty, 

Whom I determin'd never more to own, 

Nor to fubmit to afk him to forgive. 

Thinking and faying, 'Twas impoflible 495 

That I could afk, or he his grace beftow. 

1 thought I would maintain eternal war 

Againft Heav'n's Sov'reign; and I fought and found 

The way to ruin and deflroy mankind. 

But though I gain'd fuccefs, I foon could fee, 500 

That God could check, and fpoil my bold defigns. 

Though I perpetually made war with Heav'n, 

And gain'd dominion over all the world, 

Yet I could find no peace and reft within, 

But carry'd hell within my troubled breaft 5 505 

And being wholly mis'rable myfelf, 

I fought to make all other creatures fo. 

My highefl triumph was to fee mankind 

In bold rebellion rife againft the Lord. 

And pftentimes I triumphed, though in pain, 510 

And was ador'd by nations, peoples,, tongues. 

This harden'd me in pride, and made me more 

Determin'd flill to choofe evil for good. 

Thus I went on till the Meffiah's day, 
When he appear'd amongft mankind to dwell, 515 
Ulim I both tempted, and with might oppos'd, 
Buf always, found him ftill an overmatch. 

A a At 
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At !aft I had the pleafure him to fee 

Sufpended on the crofs ; but ah, how vain 

Were all my hopes of overcoming him ! tzo 

He (hook n\y empire more when he expirM 

Than ever it was (haken ere that time. 

He penetrated to my ftrongeft holds, 

And took vaft numbers of my Haves away, 

And fet them free from all my galling chains. 515 

He rofe, and re-afcended up on high, 

And dragg'd me and my hofts, faft bound in chains, 

Up to the cryftal battlements of Heav'n ; 

Thus making me an open fpeftacle 

Before the hofts of Heav'n aflembled there. 530 

Then turned me and my hofts, all fill'd with fhame, 

Into the void, from whence we roam'd to earth, 

Where ftill I plotted mifchief, and defign'd 

The new-form'd kingdom wholly to deftroy, 

The Church of Chrift on earth to overthrow. 535 

But though I fo prevaiPd in my attempt, 

That many millions I deftroy 'd from eafth, 

And fhed their blood like water on the ground, 

I never could my purpofes effed:, 

Wholly to ruin the Redeemer's caufe ; 540 

But notwithftanding all that I could do, 

It ftill exifted, and fometimes prevail'd. 

And though that maxim I adopted quite, 

Divide and rule, and often boafted loud 

Of great fuccefs, yet I was mortify'd 54$ 

To fee the Chriftian Caufe did ftill furvive. 

At 
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At laft in pow'r and glory Jesus came 
To reign on earth, and me did apprehend, 
Bound me with chains, me into prifon caft; 
ConfinM me in the dreary, dark abyfs, 550 

And (hut me up in clofe imprifonment, 
And there I pafs'd a thoufand painful years. 
Then was I loos'd again, but ftill as proud, 
As much a rebel then as ere before, 
I fought to rage the more, and countervail 555 

The damages that 1 had long fuftain'd. 
I fpund myfelf at liberty to tempt, 
And to deceive mankind ; and fuch fuccefs 
Attended this moft horrid enterprize, 
That hardened me in my rebellion more 560 

Than ever I had been until that day. 
I faw an army gather'd at my heels, 
Which feem'd as num'rous as the ocean's fands 
That bound the feas, and lie upon the (bores. 
But oh, how (hort my triumph ! foon I faw 565 
My num'rous holt devour'd by fire from Heav'n ! 
As juftly was their doom ; what then was mine, 
Who had deceiv'd them fo ? I foon was feiz'd, 
And thrown at once into the burning lake. 
'Twas then that all my hopes of vidt'ry fail'd, 570 
I then myfelf abandoned to defpair, 
And never fince expe&ed to prevail ; 
I faw that no created arm could be 
A match for him whom I had long defpis'd. 

Aa But 
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But though no more I hop'd to win the day, 57$ 
Lpng was hiy heart as hard as northern ftcel, 
Hard as the milflonc, like the adamant ; 
And ftill determin'd never to fubmit, 
Or bow the knee to Jesus, or to own 
Him as my fov' reign Lord ; this I difdain'd % : j8o 
Although I knew that God himfclf had fworn, 
That ev'ry knee fhould bow, and tongue confefs 
That Jesus Christ was rightful Lord and King ; 
Yet I determin'd always to (land out, 
And never yield to fuch difgrace and (hame. 585 
Thoufands of years this pain did I endure, 
Before I once could think of owning him 
To be my Lord, whom I had hated thus, 
And fought to render him implacable* 
All my companions long ago did yield, 590 

And all in deep fubje&ion have ador'd 
Him whom Jehovah hath anointed King. 
And I have long remain'd (hut up alone. 
My obftinacy and my pride were great, 594 

But he that made me, made his fword approach, 
And pierce my heart ; no longer can I (land 
In my rebellion ; here, behold I fall, 
And own myfelf iubdu'd by Jesu's pow'r : 
He is my conquer'r, and I muft refign 
Myfelf unto his plcafure and his will. 6c0. 

Now at the laft I make my willing pray'r, 
And him addrefs, an humble penitent, 

Whom. 
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Whom once I would have tempted me t* adore. 
Him I adore, and homage to him pay ; 
Unworthy I to fee his bleffed face ! 605 

Seed of the woman, if a drop remains 
Of love or mercy towards one fo vile, 
Have pity now on him whom thou haft bruis'd ! 
So poor and wretched I do feel myfelf, 
I cannot lift mine eyes, nor thee behold 6io 

Without the utmoft fhame and felf remorfe. 
I fee what fatal madnefs pufti'd me on 
To fuch a height of bold impiety, 
x As feems impoffible to be forgiv'n. 
fcut who can bound the love of God, or fay 615" 
How far his grace and mercy (hall extend ? 
Whatever he may choofe to do with me, 
I heartily fubmit, and bow to him. 
If Jesus will accept me for his flave, 
To be his lowed waiter is my choice. 6aa 

I never can be humbled half enough 
To make due fatisfa&ion for my pride, 
My foul contempt of God and of his Chrift, 
And all the num'rous evils I have done. 
Bitter and deep (hall my contrition be, 625 

Whether it (hall accepted be or not;. 
And fuch confeffion (hall my lips pronounce, 
If ever I'm admitted to his feet, 
As none of the reftor'd have ever done : 
Becaufe my fins have fo exceeded theirj. 630 

And if the Saviour can deliver me, 

A a $ ' Jwiji 
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'Twill be an inftance of fuch mercy ftiejrn, 
As never bath took place fince time began, 

T 

Thus now the fallen angel humbled, mourn'd, 
And fhew'd the real figns of penitence. 635 

So Babel's tyrant king, of madnefs cur'd, 
Deliver'd from his pride and cnjelty, 
I^if^rd his eyes toward th' Almighty's throne : 
Th' appointed time of puniftiment was paft> 
It had accompliiVd all that was defign'd ; 640 

His underftanding then return'd to him, 
He blefled the Moft High, and prais'd his name, / 
Aq(J honour'd him who liveth evermore ; 
Whofe grand dominion doth extend o'er all, 
Whofe kingdom endlefs ages (hall endure. 645 

Before whofe fight proud monarchs are but duft, 
Kings of the earth as grafshoppers efteem'd. . 
AU earth's inhabitants with him compar'd 
Reputed are as nothing, and as lefs, 
Smaller than duft, lighter than vanity. , 65a 

He doth according to his fov'reign will, 
In Heav'n's bright army, and among the hofts 
That dwell upon the globe, all thefe he rules, 
- And none can flay his hand, or dare to afk, 
What doeft thou ? or,." Why condu&'ft thou fo ? 655 

This mighty change in Lucifer, foon readrd 
The holy city,, and great joy it caus'd 
Among the bleft inhabitants who dwell . 

In 
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In prefence of their God, and of the Lamb. 
Such a completion of their wifhes brought G69 

A large addition to their heav'nly blifs. 
Mean while th' eternal Father thus addrefe'4 
His darling Son, the image of himfelf. 

Se'ft thou, my Sen, thine enemy fubdu'd ! . • ; 
At laft behold him humbled, filPd with flume* 66$ 
He that rebell'd-agaiaft thee, now fubmits, 
Now falls before thy face, and fain would aik, 
In humble tone, thy pardon, but he feels 
His heart quite b token with the deepeft fenft? 
Of his rebellions, and his evil deeds. 670 

This is thy riobleft conqueft ; now behold 
My greateft promifes-to thee fulfill'd. 
This is my covenant, which I ctipfirm'd, 
That if thy foul was made a facrifice, 
Thou (hould'ft with higheft pleafure fee the fruit 675 
Of all thy labour, and be fatisfy'd. 
The gracious purpofe of Jehovah God. . , . ... 
Shall profper in thy hand, and thy fucceft 
Shall more than recompenft thy bitter pfciqs. » v 
I promis'd thee that evVy knee Ihould bow, 680 
And ev'ry tongue fh6uld {Vear, arid thee Confefs 
Their fov'reign Lord, to my eternal praifc? 
I gave thee all things, and did promife thee. 
That all fhould be fubmiffive to thy will, 
That all things under thee I would rc-head, 685 
,&nd through thy blood all creatures reconcile, , 

A a ^ Whether 
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Whether earth born, or fprung of high defcent. 

Thrones, principalities, dominions, pow'rs, 

All have become obedient to thy fway, 

And now their bead himfelf to thee refigns. 690 

Soon thou wilt finilh and compleat that work, 

Which I have giv'n thee nobly to perform. 

Now (hall thy triumph to perfeftion rife j 

Thou (halt be hail'd as univerfal King, 

All things are put beneath Thee, Me except. 695 

Thou haft the fceptre fway'd in righteoufnefs, 

And all thy foes are now at peace with thee. 

The proclamation grand (hall foon be made, 

Rebellion is no more ! nor ever fhall 

Prevail, nor rife throughout the univerfe. 700 

So fpake the Father, while his glory beam'd 
With heav'nly radiance on his bleffed Son ; 
Who (hone with equal, undiminiftiM rays, 
And all his Father's love to him return'd. 
And thus in fweeteft accents to him fpake. 705 

Father, the day 9/ triumph and of joy 
To all the hofts of Heav'n at laft is come, 
The day I looked for, which thoq ordain'd, 
In which thy gracious promife i$ fulfill'd, 
That all (hould bow to me, and own my pow'r. 710 
How infinite thy love has been to me ! 
How vaft the truft thou haft in me repos'di 
All things in Heav'n and earth thou gav'ft thy Son, 

And 
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And will'd that nothing he at laft fhould lofc. 

Thy will I have perforni'd, and have reclaimed 715 

All that have gone aftray, all that rebelPd 

Againft thy government and holy laws, 

Ev'n Lucifer at laft fubmits himfelf. 

This great event was in thy word reveal'd, 719 

That ev'ry knee (hould bow, and tongue Ihould fwear, 

And all thine enemies bereconcird: 

But fo aftonifhing was this difplay 

Of love and mercy, goodnefs, grace, and peace, 

That men for ages durft not this believe ; 724 

And fuch who lov'd thee ftill were much in doubt, 

Whether thy goodnefs could fo far extend, 

As finally to reach, reclaim, reftore, 

AH fallen creatures, all the human race, 

And all the hoft of rebel angels too. 

Nay, thofe who ventur'd to proclaim thy love 730 

Thus boundlefs and benign, were difefteem'd, 

Infulted, treated with contempt and fcorn. 

But ftill thje counfel of eternal peace 

Which was between us both, flood faft and fure, 734 

Thy thoughts and ways as far tranfeended man's, 

As higheft Heav'ns above the earth v were plac'd. 

Now thy decrees fulfill'd have made' thee known 

A God of boundlefs love, a God of truth. 

From henceforth thou (halt be by all ador'd ; 

^Vnd henceforth no rebellion (hall appear 740 

Jn thy dominion to eternity. 

Thu$ 
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Thus fpake the Son, while all the faints rejoic'd, 
And all the ranfom'd throng their anthems fung. 
Loud hallelujahs through the city rofe 
To God Jehovah, and the holy Lamb, 745 

Who by his blood redeem'd. their fouls from death* 
And laid the bafis of a gen'ral peace, 
Throughout the boundlefs empire of the Lord* 
A peace which never fliall be broken more. 

Meantime poor Lucifer remained fad, 750 

Far in the diftant regions of the north, 
Where he deploring lay, for none as yet 
Had been difpatch'd to him with news of peace ; . 
But Jesu's pow'r and grace had reach'd his heart, 
And like a fov'reign fufion made it melt, 753 

And in proportion as it had been hard 
*Tis foften*d now, and doth like water flow. 

He from the lake of fire had been released, 
Which now was quite diminifh'd to a pool. 
And foon (hall be deftroy'd, and wholly ceafe, 76a 
As being henceforth of no farther ufe. 

But now commiffion'd from the facred throne, 
Gabriel, furrounded with a chofen band, 
Compos'd of holy angels, and of faints, 
Went to convey to Lucifer the news, 765 

That he was now permitted to approach 

The 
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The city gates;, and there fubmiffion make, 
And homage pay at the Redeemer's feet* 

Angels were ev'n aftoniftied to find 
The furious lion chang'd, now like a lamb 770 

Sitting in meeknefs, and lamenting fore, 
With deep contrition, all his horrid crimes 
Agfunft his Maker, and his creatures done. 
This change effe&ed by the pow'r of Chrift, 
Proves him the great Reftorer of the loft. jj£ 

The deeper one is funk in depths of fin, 
The greater is the pow'r that muffcreftore. .; 

The more forlorn and hopelefs is the cafe, 
The more the pow'r of Jesus is difplay'd 
In the recovery of fuch from death. 780 

Why then, fince Satan always was allowed 
To be the greateft finner, and the moft 
Degenerate and harden'd rebel known, 
Why was it thought that Christ muft be deprived 
Of fuch an opportunity to (hew his pow'r, 785 

And all his higheft charms of love difplay ? 
When our Redeemer firft came down to earth, 
During his refidence with finful worms, 
He made his grace, his pow'r, and mercy known. 
In many bright and glorious inftances. 790 

But one above the reft, a ftrikipg proof 
Th4t Jesus could redeem and fave the loft, 
And that no miracle could be too hard 
For the difplay of his almighty pow'r, 

, Was 
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Was his deliv'rance of the man poflefs'd. 705 

And this may be confider'd as a type 

Of what the heav'nly hofts this day beheld, 

The change apparent in proud Lucifer. 

This poor and miferable man, poffefs'd 
Of many devils, dwelt among the tombs ; 800 

No man could bind him with the ftrongeft chains, 
With chains and fetters he had oft been bound, 
The chains he pluck'd afunder, fetters broke ; 
No man could tame him, nor could fafely pafs 
Near to the doleful place of his abode. 805 

And always night and day he fiercely rov'd 
Among the mountains, and the doleful tombs, 
Crying, and mad, cutting himfelf with ftones* 
But Jesus took a voyage to fave his foul, 
And foon he drave the evil fpirits out, 810 

And calm'd this mad demoniac with his words ; 
ClothM him, ar*l gave him reafon, fill'd his mind 
With true religion, love, joy, peace, truth, grace. 
Then willingly he fat at the dear fe$t 
Of him who had redeemed him from fuch woe, 815 
Such complicated woe, and made him bleft, 
FiH'd him with happinefs and peace of mind. 
Thus Lucifer was by the angels found, 
As far from what he was, as heav'n from earth. 
And they addrefs'd him in fuch words as thefe. 8aa 

O Lucifer, thou once a fon of light, 
Fell from that bled eftate, and long didft war. 
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Againftthy rightful Sov'reign, and didft dare 
To ronze the great Omnipotent to arms. 824 

Whofe pow'rful hand hath now thy pride fubdu'd, 
And brought thee to acknowledge him thy Lord* 
He hath attended to thy plaintive cry, 
And now by us doth his permiffion fend, 
That thou may'ft to the city gates repair, 
And make thy full fubmiffion to his face. &$& 

This raeflage we deliver with fuch joy 
As we have never known nor felt before. 
Rife therefore, follow us, we lead the way 5 
Nor doubt his mercy, which is infinite. 
To which the humbled tyrant thus reply'd : 835 
O lead me to the feet of Chrift the Lord, 
* That I may humbly firft his pardon afk, 
And in the dull his worthy name adore : 
Then will I make confeflion of my faults, 
Before the num'rous hofts of heav'n and earth, 840 
And afk forgivenefs of the univerfe, 
Of God, of angels, and of all mankind. 
For fuch another rebel never liv'd, 
Such a blafphemer, haughty, cruel, proud 1 
And therefore fuch a penitent I'll be, 845 

As never fell at Jesu's feet before. 
For if his grace to me extends itfelf, 
'Twill be the greateft inftance ever known. 
And more his pow'r and glory will difplay 
Than any other inftance ever did. 8 $0 

Now 
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Nowliad the guards their willing pris'ner brought 
Unto the city gate, where fat the Lord 
Upon a glorious throne, in all his robes, 
More fplendid than the radiant fource of day. 
Ten hundred thoufand million faw this fcene, 85 j 
The grandeft far that ever was beheld. 
For univerfal notice had been giv'n 
To all intelligences, that this day 
Should be the moll triumphant ever known. m 
No wonder then that all fhould wifh to fee 860 

The triumph of their Lord and King compleat* 

Beholdthe Monarchs met in fuch a fort, 
As once could not have been at all believ'd 
Had it been told us ; but we fee with joy 
The full and free fubmiffion of the Prince, 865 

Once calFd fair Lucifer, the fon of light, 
Then Satan, prince of darknefs, foe to man ; 
But now fubdu'd and humbled, fee him fall 
Before the feet of Jesus, and confefs 
Him to be Lord of All, as 'twas foretold, 870 

By bleft Ifaiah, and beloved Paul. 
Hear his unfeign'd confeflion. Thus he fpoke : 

Infinite is thy goodnefs, mighty Lord,. 
Or thou would'ft never fuffer me to fpeak 
Before thy prefence, after what Pve done 875 

Againft thy glorious crown and dignity ; 
And-all the num'rous mifchiefs I have wrought 

Againft 
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Againft my fellow creatures, whom thou haft 

Deiiver'd long ago from ail the fnares 

Wherein I drew them ; but my crime's no lefs 83o 

Fc^r the abundance of thy faving grace, 

Which hath fo triumph'd over my defigns. 

This day I fall, with deepeft fhame and grief, 

Before thy face, and own that thou art juft 

In all thy righteous dealings towards me. 88 j 

I now refign myfelf into thine hands, 

To do as thou (halt pleafe ; vile as I am, - 

I was at firft the handy work of God, 

And in his glorious image brightly Ihonc. 

But foon 1 fell through vanity and pride, 89a 

And all my legions by deceit fedue'd. 

Mankind I ruin'd, and thy works deftroy'd. 

Yea, fought againft thee with my greateft pow'r. 

But now 1 yield to thee, the palm is thine* 

Humbly I lie in duft before thy feet, 895 

And if thou flayeft me, I'll thee adore. 

I have deferv'd whatever I've receiv'd ; 

And if thou canft receive me as thy flave, 

1*11 think myfelf mod happy, for. I wifh 

To be the loweft, humbled, lead of all. 900 

My pride is cur'd, nor would my heart afpire 

To be again in dignity and pow'r. 

Q let me be a footftool unto thee. 

I have by far the greateft finner been, 

And fain would be the greateft penitent. 905 

And if thou canft forgive my num'rous crimes, 

I'm 



36B THE PROCESS AND EMPIRE OF CHRIST. [Book XI* 

I'm furc I never can forgive myfelf. 

It (hall be my employment flill to weep ; 

And humbly afk forgivenefs of my God, 

Of thee, my Lord, of all the heav'nly hofts, 910 

Of all that I fedue'd, and led aftray, 

And of the human race whom I deceived. 

And can all thefe forgive me ? Can they look 

With eyes of love, or pity upon me ? 

Can they forget my vile and barb'rous deeds ? 915 

The foul diforders which I introdue'd 

Into the univerfe, though now remov'd, 

Yet can they ever be forgotten quite ? 

Can men forgive me ? Can the angels join 

In fuch an aft of kindnefs towards me ? 920 

But O, above them all canft thou forgive ? 

O canft thou own me for a fubjeft true, 

Who have fo vile and fo rebellious been ? 

And can thy Father ever me behold 

With looks of pity and benevolence ? 925 

But as I am I now myfelf refign, 

To thee I bow that knee fo ftubborn once, 

Thee now I own my Conqiaer'r and my Lord. 

Then was the golden fceptre reached forth, 
And Lucifer, juft rifing from the duft, 930 

Drew near with (hame and blufhing, bath'd in tears. 
And meekly touch'd the fame, and then obtain'd 
Permiffion to, receive the faqred oath 
Of fealty eternal, which he fwore 

To 
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To God and to his Chrift allegiance, due 935 

From ev'ry creature through the univerfe. 

His taking of the fame hath put an end 

To all rebellion, fin, and mifery, 

No fooner this was done, but boundiefs joy 

Burft forth from all the num'rous hofts of faints ; 

Angels and men all join'd to hail that day, 941 

And gave fuch glory to the facred Lamb 

As cannot be exprefs'd, and fliouted praife, 

In fuch a joyful manner as before 

Was never known, nor ever could have place 945 

While yet one rebel foe was unfubdu'd. 

Now was the period come for which they look'd, 
The Saviour's triumph was at laft gompleat. 
And thus his holy name did they adore : 
Thou, Lord, haft gain'd the day, the vidt'ry's thine, 
Thy hand and holy arm have wonders wrought, 95 x 
Thy foes have all fubmitted at thy feet, 
Thy glorious purpofes are now fulfill'd ; 
The work which thou didft undertake to do 
Thou haft perform'd, and that without a fault j 9^5 
In nothing haft thou faiFd through want of pow'r ? 
Or want of wifdom, or of boundiefs love. 
All is compleat, all things are now brought back 
That ever went aftray, all reconcil'd 
To God the Father, and to thee, O Lord, 960 

And to each other - 9 wrath is now no more ; 
No more fin, forrow, pain or death are found, 
Grace hath abounded far above the fall, 
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The ruin'd are reftor'd ; . the loft are found ; 

The wandef'd are reclaim'd ; the fcatter'd parts 965 

Are all reheaded under thee again. 

The whole creation is deliver'd now 

From all corruption's bondage, fin and death : 

And now enjoys the glorious liberty 

Which was the portion of the fons of God. 970 

No more (hall evil any more be known, 

*Tis now for ever cur'd, and done away. 

The glory is to thee for ever due, 

And to the Father who appointed thee 

To this important work, long deem'd by men 975 

Impoffible to be performed thus. 

But now 'tis done, behold 'tis finiflhed ! 

Darknefs is paft, the day for ever (hines. 

Glory and honour, blefling, praife, and pow'r, 

IVJight, majefly and flrength to thee are due ; 980 

Which with the higheft joy we give our Lord. 

Behold we caft our crowns before thy feet, 

And hail thee univcrfal Lord of all. 

Such was the triumph of that wond'rous day ! 
Such the important fcene that I've defcrib'd ; 985 
The grandeft far that angels ever faw, 
That ever eyes beheld, or thought conceiv'd, 
Or tongues or pens attempted to reveal. 
But here my foul o'erflows, my heart is full, 
Then let expreffive filence mufe a while. 990 
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BOOK XN. 

' THE CONCLUSION OF THE MEDIATORIAL 
KINGDOM. 

NOW is the glorious period come at laft, 
When all things are fubdu'd, redeemed, reftor*d> 
And fin and forrow, pain and death no more 
Hold their abhorr'd dominion over men. 
The fecond death is totally deftroy'd, 5 

The lake of fire ha$ ceas'd, no more (hall burn; 
The whole creation is compleatly free 
prom all corruption's bondage, fin, and death ; 
And in the freedom of the fons of God 
Forevermore (hall ftand in glory bright^ \q 

One grand important aft doth (till remain 
To be defcrib'd before I clofe the fcene, 
The brighteft far that ever grae'd the page 
Qf facred hiftqry, or prophecy. 

What tongue can fpeak," or mortal pen can paint 
Th'amazing fplendor of this glorious day, 16 

When Nature, all renew'd, in glory fliines, 
^refenting a fair pidure to the view 
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Of God Almighty, pleafed to behold 

The new creation finifh'd and compleat ? 20 

All things without exception are fubdu'd, 

And willingly arc fubjedt to the Son ; 

Rebellion he compleatly hath deftroy'd, 

And brought again to God whate'er was loft 5 

And fully hath perform'd the facred will 25 

Of his almighty Father, infinite. 

For fuch his pleafure was, that what he gave 

To his dear Son, fhould fo prefented be 

Before his face, that nothing fhould be loft. 

This Jesus undertook, and hath fulfilled : 30 

And now is ready to prefent himfelf 

To his great Father, and with joy refign 

The kingdom to his hands who gave him powV 

Over the whole creation, put all things 

Beneath his feet, and made him head o'er all. 35 

Hark ! hear the trumpet found ! all heav'n attends, 
To fee the Mediator now refign 
That kingdom up, which he hath rul'd fo long, 
Wherein he hath fuch mighty wonders wrought. 
But now no more is needed, all agree 40 

To render praife and homage to their God. 
And never more (hall in rebellion rife 
Againft his juft and righteous government. 

O with what grandeur, glory, majefty, 
Poth Chrift the Lord approach the Father's throne, 

And 
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And lay the royal fceptre at his feet, 46 

And yield the peaceable dominion up, 
With higheft honour to the Father's hands ! 

Firft, he prefcnts his glorious Church, his bride, 
Redeem'd from every nation, kindred, tongue ; 50 
His called, chofen, faithful, ranfom'd flock ! 
The firft fruits unto God and to himfelf : 
Who reign'd with him as chofen priefts and kings, 
And fang a fong that no one elfe could learn. 
Thefe are his joy, his glory, and his crown, $$ 

. Thefe honour'd him in life, his werd obey'd, 
And patiently unto the end endur'd ; 

" And were conform'd unto their living head -, 
And to the greateft height of virtue rofe, 
And did the higheft dignities obtain* 60 

Thefe were not of their glorious Lord afham'd, 
But own'd his name and words before mankind; 
And he has never been alham'd of them : 
But gave them fceptres, crowns, a kingdom, thrones. 
Thefe are the fealed and peculiar race, 65 

Who like the fun fhall in God's kingdom (hine. 

Next follow'd the amazing multitude, 
< Compos'd of all the nations of the earth, 
And all that ever were of women born, 
Now fav'd from all their fins and miferies, 70 

Submiflive they approach, and lowly bow 
Before the throne of God, with humble knees. 
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Behind them thrones and principalities, 

And all that once rebellious fpirits were, 

But now fubdu'd, fall proftrate to the ground. 75 

In token of unfeign'd humility. 

Now the eternal Father caft a look 
Of higheft love on his beloved Son, 
And on his num'rous fubje&s, all redeem'd 
From fin, rebellion, guilt, defpair, and death, 80 
While Chrift the Son his Father thus addrefs'd : 

My Father and my God, behold thy Son, 
And all the numerous throng by him redeem'd ! 
I have at length all enemies fubdu'd, 
And brought each rebel willingly to bow, 85 

And ev'ry tongue allegiance true to fwear, 
And freely to my fceptre to fabmit. 
J^ong and fevere hath the contention been 
Between my foes and me, and long it feem'd 
A doubtful point to many of my friends, 90 

Whether or not I fhould at laft prevail, 
To change their hatred dire to ardent love. 
Yea, once my faithful fervants were efteem'd 
The worft of men, for daring to believe 
That I fliould ever thus my foes fubdue, 9$ 

And reconcile them all to thee again. 
But I have now fucceeded, and have done 
All which thou didft appoint me to perform. 

Thoa 
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Thou didft at firft create thy handy works 
To glorify thy name, and thee enjoy ; ioo 

To blefs and make them happy in thyfelf. 
And when from thee they ftray'd, thou didft appoint 
Me, thine own Son, thy creatures to reclaim ; 
This I have done, and lo, I here prefent 
,Thy humble willing fubje&s at thy feet. 105 

My Father, now the joyful time is come, 
When thy own Son, the image of thyfelf, 
Having accomplifh'd all thy vaft defigns, 
Approaches to thy throne, now to refign 
His kingdom and his fubje&s all to thee. no 

Thou didft deliver all things to his hands, 
Gave him all pow'r and might, in heav'n and earth, 
Put all things in fubjedtion under him, 
Gave him dominion over all thy works, 
That he might give eternal life to all ii£ 

Without exception, fince to him were giv'n 
All things by Thee, for purpofes benign. 
Of all thou gaveft, I have nothing loft, 
But all as thou didft will, I have reftor'd. 

Behold, I now prefent them reconcil'd 120 

To me, and to each other, and thyfelf. 
See through this mighty throng, there's not a knee 
But bows in willing homage to thy name. 
There's not a tongue but fliouts vvidi joy thy praife, 
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Nor heart but overflows with love to thee } 125 

All are thy willing fubjedts, now reclaim 'd 

From all their evil ways, henceforth confirmed 

In pureft paths of virtue arid of truth. 

Look through the wide-extended univerfe, 

(For all thy works thou fe'ft with utmoft eafe) 130 

Not one rebellious creature does remain : 

Where fin once reign'd, and evil did abound, 

Grace reigns, and goodnefs doth abound much more. 

Confufion and diforder are deftroy'd, 

And every ill is banilh'd from the world •> 135 

The whole creation now prefents to view 

One fcene of order, harmony, and peace. 

All creatures are deliver'd, wholly freed 

From fell corruption's bondage, fin, and death, 

And in the glorious freedom of thy fons 149 

They ftand, rejoicing with unknown delight. 

All things in heav'n and earth re-headed are, 

All gather' d into one, and reconcil'd 

Unto thy juft and equal government : 

And to thy glorious image are conform'd ; 145 

And henceforth never more (hall go aftray. 

Sin, forrow, crying, mifery, and death, 

Shall in thine empire never more be known. 

The kingdom's thine, and thou art all in all. 

No longer do thy happy fubjefts need 150 

A Mediator, all are reconcil'd, 

Wrath is no more, and there is no more curfe. 

Thy creatures all are wholly freed from fin, 

And 
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And able now to fee thy face with joy. 

I have beheld the travail of my foul 135 

With higheft joy, and now am fatisfy'd. 

Thy promifes to me thou haft fulfilled, 

Thou who didft promife haft as well performed. 

I have fulfilFd the covenant with Thee, 
And all my words of grace which I declar'd 160 

To all my fervants, who in me did truft. 
Mankind, without exception, I've redeem'd, 
All rebels I have conquered, and reftor'd. 
And all thy works fhall praife Thee evermore. 
Thy glory endlefs ages fhall remain ; 165 

Thou fhalt rejoice in all thy handy works. 
This is the fcene which makes my joy compleat, 
For which the, painful crofs I did endure. 
To this moft bright, this grand triumphant day, 
My views were all dire&ed through the fcene. 1 70 
All things I faw fubdu'd beneath my feet. 
The darknefs and obfcurity of fin, 
1 faw fhould be fucceeded by a day, 
That fhould arife upon the univerfe, 
And never clofe, but ever brighter grow. 1 75 

'Tis come, 'tis come, the day I looked for* 
Paft is the night, eternal day is ris'n, 
On all creation now for ever (hines. 
Shout, oh ye heav'ns,, with joy behold the work 
Is now compleat ed, which the Father will'd. 180 
Father, this was thy purpofe, glorious, wife. 

Thou 
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Thou didft intruft me with the wondVous plan, 

Which I h&ve executed to the full ; 

Henceforth the kingdom I to thee refign. 

Be Thou thyfelf the King and Lord of all. 185 

In all my procefs I have always been 
A. pattern and example to my flock, 
Of which I am the Shepherd and the Head. 
Now I will (hew before the num'rous hofts 
Of Heav'n and earth affembled, fuch an a<9t 190 
As never (hall by them forgotten be, 
And which* ihall thy authority confirm, 
Thy right o'er all, beyond the pow'r of words. 

Behold, I lay my fceptre and my crown, 
And all the enfigns of my royalty 195 

Before thy feet, and folemnly profefs 
In prefence of thy creatures, who to me 
Have bow'd their knees, and own'd my fov'reign 

fway ; 
That great and mighty as I am, I bow 
Before thy throne, as fubjedt unto Thee : 200 

The head of principalities and pow'rs 
I am, and rule o'er all juft as I pleafe, 
And all have freely bow'd, and own'd my rule. 
Yet now I voluntarily refign 

My kingdom, pow'r, rule, and authority, 205 

To thee, who didft deliver ev'ry thing, 
Without exception, to my hands and pow'r, 

And 
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And made.me head and ruler over all, 
That I might all fubdue, redeem, reftore. 

This I have done, and now refign to Thee 21a 
The num'rous hofts that bow at my command* 
I and my fubjefts bow before thy throne. 
The great important work is finifh'd now, 
Which from the ancient days Thou didft defign, 
And which I undertook to do, behold, . 215 

'Tis done, all, all, is fini(h*d and compleat : 
With me behold thy willing fubje&s bow, 
And own ourfelves obedient to thy fway. 
No more rebellion ever (hall exift 
Throughout thy wide domain, nor evil more. 220 
But boundlefs love, and everlafting joy, 
Praife to thy name, obedience to thy laws, 
Shall conftituie the happinefs of all. 
The kingdom of eternal love is come. 
Pure, univerfal love on all o'erflows. 125 

God, who is love, is henceforth all in all; 
The life of all, their endlefs happinefs : 
Their portion and their fure inheritance* 
Thus ends at laft my mediatorial reign. 
Father, the kingdom, pow'r, and glory's thine, 230 
From this time henceforth, evermore, Amen. 

The Father heard, and anfwer'd, Worthy Son, 
Thou bright and glorious image of myfelf, 
Well haft thou all the mighty work perform'd, 

Which 
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Which I committed to thy faithful hands* 235 

Thou fully haft my approbation gain'd. 
Thou haft fubdu'd thy foes, and reconcil'd 
All things to me, whether in earth or heav'n $ 
With higheft pleafure I behold my works 
Redeem'd from fin, and rtiifery, and death, 246 
For ever from corruption's bondage freed : 
Now all the morning ftars together fing, 
• A$d all the fons of God do (hout for joy; 
My works all praife me, ev'ry thing that breathes 
Sounds and refounds the glories of my name. 245 
There's no difcordant note, nor jarring firing, 
Sounds in my ears throughout the univerfe ; 
All is the voice of fofteft harmony, 
Such mufic as delights the heart of God. 
This order Thou haft from confufion brought, 25s 
By fuch a fcene of fufPrings, pain, and death, 
And fuch a procefs, and fuch labours too, 
As have to angels been aftonilhing. 

The wonders which thy mighty arm atchipv'd 
Have made thy name through all creation knows, 
And ev'ry rank of beings pay to Thee 256 

Homage and adoration, and thy name 
Is in the higheft eftimation ev'ry where. 
This I did promife thee as thy reward, 
And this by ev'ry creature has been giv'n. z6o 

All have thy name ador'd, and bowffl the knee, 

And 
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And own'd Thee Lord, to my eternal praife. 
And now Thou doft the pow'r and kingdom give 
"Up to my hands ; behold, I give command 
To all my fubje&s, ftill to honour Thee, 26$ 

Not as the Mediator, but my Son. 
My Son thou waft in whom I did rejoice, f 

Long ere thou Mediator did ft become $ 
And though no more thou Mediator art, 
Yet Thou (halt ftill remain my darling Son, 270 
The partner of my throne, my foul's delight. 

Let heav'n and earth, let men and angels know, 
That whofo loves and honours thee, my Son, 
Loves and regards Me, and doth pleafe Me well. 
And fince rebellion is for ever (lain, 275 

Throughout our empire, and fhall rife no more, 
But peace, and love, and joy, (hall always laft, 
And glory (hall to God be ever giv'n 
By evVy tongue, and harmony prevail 
Among all ranks of creatures, happinefs 280 

Shall be their portion, never more to end, 
While God and his own glory (hall endure. 
Now will I blefs the labours of my hands, 
And once for all pronounce my creatures good* 
1 fee my num'rous works that ftood, confirm'd 285 
In their own native innocence ; and thofe 
Who though they fell, foon by repentance gain'd 
The pardon of their God, who promised them 
Rerniflion of their crimes, who did repent ; 

BeM4 
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Behold the ftubborneft have been fubdu'd, . 290 

And now are all reftor'd ; I blefs them all ; 

O'er all my vaft creation I rejoice. 

My works are perfect now, and very good, 

And (hall continue fo while I exift. 

A blefling to themfelves, a joy to Me. 295 

Thus fpake the Great Creator, and his voice, 
More fweet than all the mufic of the heav'ns, 
Was heard with rapture through the numerous throng 
Of men and angels, who the fcene beheld, 
This fcene the mod important, glorious, grand ! 30Q 
Such as before had never taken place, 
Nor ought that could therewith compared be. 

« 

Now all intelligences join'd at once 
In fuch a chorus, fuch a, fong of praife, 
As never had been heard in heav'n before : 365 

For fuch occafion never had been giv'n, 
Nor had all creatures ever been prepared 
In fuch united harmony to ling. 
For evil was no more, nor pain remain'd, 
Nor was there miffing from the happy crowd* 31a 
One Gngle foul that ever God had made ; 
And ev'ry voice was tun'd to harmony ; 
And thus exprefs'd their joy, and higheft praife : 

Glory and honour, praife, might, majefty, 
Be giv'n to God, and to the worthy Lamb ! 315 

Now 
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Now is the glorious confummation come, 

The full completion of the prophecies, 

The facred promifes of grace and truth. 

Never (hall any falling off be known ; 

All creatures henceforth to their God fhall cleave, 

As dull of fteel adheres to adamant. 321 

Jehovah, thou (halt rule forevermore, 

And in thy government we will rejoice : 

Our joy is now unbounded, and our praife 

Shall ever flow in mod delightful drains. 325 

So much our happinefs increafes now, 

As makes our pleafures unto us appear 

As only juft beginning to begin. 

Our wills are fubchfd to that one will 

Of good to all ; and never can we know 33* 

Ambition, envy, pride, (elf-will 9 or wrath. 

All evil is for ever blotted out 

Of thy fair book, the glorious univerfe ; 

And (in and death no longer have a name 

Among the creatures of thy pow'r ; but life, 335 

And pureft love, and peace and joy (hall reign 

Through all thy works to all eternity. 

The wifdom, might, and goodnefs of our God, 

Are now become the fource of happinefs 

In all thy creatures ; and we all o'erflow 340 

In boundlefs love and kindnefs towards all. 

Each feels the happinefs of ev'ry one, 

And each communicates to each his own* 

The univerfe begins to found aloud, . 

Mutual 
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Mutual congratulation's heav'nly fong, ' 345 

All voices now break forth in lofty praife ! 

Eternal fongs of praife tp thee are due v 

Glory tranfcending glory to thy name ! 

Loud hallelujah* ft* the Lord our God, 

And to the Lamb, thy Son, with Thee enthroned, 

la glory and in higheft dignity. 351 

Jehovah, thou art worthy to receive 

Glory and honour, pow'r, and endlefs praife ; 

For thou created all things, and they were 

For thine own pleafure made, and form'd by Thee, 

To glorify thy name, and thee enjoy. 356 

Bleffinjj and honour, glory, pow'r to him 
That fitteth on the throne, our Sov'reign King, 
And to the Lamb, forevermore, Amen. 

'"'■'* -*-,...•* 

1 , 

Thus here I clofe the fcene, and pufan end 360 
To this my labour, which, with humble thanks, 
To Jesus Christ, my Lord, I dedicate. 
And praife his name, who hath enabled me 
To finilh this, fo long ago begun. 
Which (hall remain, I truft, till he appears, 365 
As a memorial of my love to him, 
And of the glorious things which he reveaPd 
To me, a feeble, weak, and helplefs worm, 
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